Research Proposal 
Can geographical residence be used as a predictor for the age of first-time mature university students? 

Section 1 Chapter One:              
Introduction 
This research proposal will seek to highlight the fundamental research design required, to be able to propose appropriate research planning and methods, to carry out a primary research study on the proposal question listed above. The methodology and methods will be addressed further on, throughout this proposal. Therefore, providing, the research participant, with a chance to be able to give a step by step account of actions that will be taken through applying appropriate research methods and methodology. With considerations being paramount throughout, for the wellbeing of the participants, university and researcher. The research proposal is significant and fundamental to any future research study, with ethical considerations at the forefront. This is because at the beginning of the study, ethical considerations should be looked at rigorously. Therefore, allowing the researcher, to be able to plan considerably, think about possible sampling issues, reliability and legitimacy of the research gathered (Cohen, Manion and Morrison, 2007). The process and planning will be systematically scrutinised and addressed. This is to ensure that each step by step process will clarify each element that will lead onto the next part of the proposal. By doing this, the proposal should be clear and concise. Therefore, allowing the reader to understand the proposal question and study (Sudheesh, Duggappa, and Nethra, 2016). The following section will provide an overview of the proposal question.

Background information
Accessing university for individuals has been a contested and a debated subject for many, with the concept that university is only accessible for individuals from affluent areas or with family support and background (Harvard Business Review, 2019). In recent times there have been promotional material advertised to state that university is for all, especially with the widening access initiatives incorporated into most universities (The Alliance for Inclusive Education, 2020). Widening Access within higher education, provides everyone with the opportunity to access university. Therefore, promoting the concept throughout, has benefitted many potential applicants, consequently, with Wales having a higher number of students from underrepresented groups in comparison to the UK (University Wales, 2019a). 
Although many individuals do not follow the continuous learning pathway such as GCSE’s, A levels and then degree accreditation at a young age. There is a questionable link to pose the question of individuals not following the progressive pathway, until experiencing work life due to different factors that will be explored throughout this proposal (Morris and Mcvitty, 2012). With personal first-hand experience, as an individual accessing university at a later life stage, the perceived interest was, what factors if any, influence decision making when choosing to access higher education. There appears to be obvious factors such as geographical location, financial implications, educational attainment levels, opportunities, lifestyle factors, disabilities, family life, age, along with many other implications that could influence decision making (Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2012).  Wales had around 20% of mature undergraduate entrants on full – time courses in 2019. Over 16% of these individuals had never attended higher education and were from socio-disadvantaged areas – greater than the ratio for the UK as a whole (University Wales, 2019b). This shows justification for the topical proposal question, therefore, pointing back to the highlighted issues.
The first issue listed such as geographical location, points to where a person resides. Therefore, suggesting their financial status could influence their decision making. However, financial implications could be considered controversial, due to the governments continued efforts to ensure that university is open to everybody (GOV.UK, 2018). That includes individuals from other countries who have come to the United Kingdom solely for a better lifestyle, along with accessing education and financial benefits that might not be available to them in the country that they were born into (Murray, 2020). Additionally, there is the issue of educational attainment levels, this also comes under fire as a controversial issue. Reason being is that many universities are opening their doors to widening access students, which means individuals who might not have achieved the desired accreditations to be accepted into university in the past, disabilities influencing decision making, language barriers affecting student’s application along with socio-economic status. These factors have influenced many universities in the past in regard to their application process, especially The Russell Group (Weale, 2018a). From a personal perspective, the opportunity of attending university was so far out of reach that the concept was not even discussed by educators or family members. The thought process was to finish schooling and obtain an apprenticeship or Youth Training Scheme (YTS). From a personal perspective, the feeling was “not good enough or worthy enough” of a university place. This suggests a totally different outlook for individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds and areas (Manstead, 2018).

Rationale for Choice of Focus
As a mature university graduate and post compulsory educator of a PCET degree at the age of 50, the thought process of not accessing university at a younger age has often been bewildering. These achievements have been the driving force to progress further, therefore obtain a master’s degree. However, what were the reasons for accessing university at such a later stage in life? What career opportunities might have been available from accessing university earlier? Issues such as funding opportunities were not as publicised thirty years ago, along with attitudes to accessing university from certain localities which implied lower social standing and lifestyle. Furthermore, with the self-esteem issues influencing decision making, asking the question am “I worthy of it”? Due to some of the cohort of student’s within the same year group, being above the age of eighteen, with some marginally older than that, pointed to similar issues and factors that had personally been experienced as a younger person. Many of the more mature students stated that life had gotten in the way of accessing university. Some students felt that school had failed them and had let them pass through the obligatory net, so to speak. Opportunity, financial issues, self-worth, family life, educational attainment and general know how were cited as reasons for not accessing university at a younger age (Crenna - Jennings, 2018)This research could provide significant findings, which could address why universities have now implemented the widening access initiatives for perspective students. Furthermore, tackle the areas that might prevent individuals from accessing university places at a younger stage in life. Consequently, providing opportunities and access to greater job prospects and higher levels of lifestyle. Finally, upskilling the nation and improving the socio-economic climate. These findings could pose the question of is widening access to students, the answer to improving the economy and social conditions for all?

Learned behaviours
For many individuals from impoverished backgrounds or areas of deprivation accessing university is not an ambition that they feel they might be able to achieve (Russell Group, 2020). This is because they might feel unworthy, not have the required educational attainment levels or the monetary resources to apply (Durante and Fiske, 2018). Therefore, university appears far from their reach, furthermore, life can then get in the way of them ever aspiring or attaining a possible chance to upskill their livelihood. There is also the question of a repeated history cycle, which means carrying on learnt behaviours from family members, who have repeatedly reiterated the concept of gaining a craft such as an apprenticeship or employment at a young age to bring home contributions to the household expenditure (Kintrea, St. Clair, and Houston, (2011). Advertising has increased tenfold over the last three decades, with promotional activity within job centres, marketing campaigns promoting the concept of higher education, freshers fayre along with word of mouth recommendations to inform perspective students (Times Higher Education, 2019).

Educational attainment levels
Some individuals might feel that if their educational attainment levels are poor or weak, the prospect of attending university is bleak. Hence, not even applying to access higher education for fear of being turned down, or simply not having the levels of attainment to attend might affect their decision-making process. Universities policies act on a level of student attainment credits which will need to be achieved by students to apply for a particular course or university (UCAS, 2019). Whereas currently, universities who are not hitting their student numbers might consider lowering their points system to be able to attract particular students. Changing the curriculum could possibly indicate future student numbers increasing, with the inclusion of creativity and hands on subjects considered to be as relevant as stem subjects such as Maths English, ICT and the Sciences (Partovi, 2020).

Widening Access Students
Widening access students is a term referred to for underrepresented groups, consisting of students with lower levels of attainment, all age groups, ethnicity, culture, socio economic backgrounds, religion, disabilities and colour (Evans, C. et al 2017). Some of the Universities who are part of the Russell group corporation, such as Oxford and Cambridge, have been under question for their slow reaction to welcoming perspective student’s into their universities (Weale, 2018b). These universities have been accused of not addressing the Widening Access initiatives due to the possibility of their reputation slipping, along with their league table status because of this (Gallagher and Padley, 2014). Furthermore, have only taken a very small minority of Widening access applicants, which has been seen to just tick the box, consequently just scratching the surface of the issue. Which according to Weale, (2018c) suggests snobbery and social class issues still affecting the socio-economic status for many individuals who might not necessarily fit the criteria of some universities.

Geographical Location
The locality of an individual can have an impact on accessing university. Some individuals from city backgrounds might have more of an open-minded approach to attending university, whilst individuals from rural areas could feel a little intimated by leaving their locality.  This appears to be the case, as Kannapel and DeYoung (1999) state that individuals from a rural location have a higher dropout rate from post compulsory education than individuals from urban areas. Furthermore, individuals from areas of deprivation are far less likely to take up university places straight from sixth form school or college as a progressive pathway (GOV.UK, 2014). Consequently, highlighting how geographical location can pose as an issue for potential participation students accessing higher education.
Justification for research 
This research will identify factors that are influencing decision making when leaving senior education such as sixth form school and colleges. As a newly qualified Post Compulsory Education Teacher, establishing the general age of new student’s entering university pointed towards an older cohort with life experience. The younger students appeared to focus on other courses other than Health and Social Care. 
With the deliverance of care being a fundamental aspect of society, there is a need to upskill the current and future employment to be able to deliver a more person centred, effective and appropriate care system. Furthermore, breaking the cycle of attitudes, learnt behaviours, improving focus, resilience and self-esteem could raise numbers for the application of young students to Health and Social care. Upskilling the nation could improve socio economic austerity, therefore seemingly changing the way young people consider their backgrounds and standing in the world, along with improving their attitude to learning and achieving for improved social standing (Social Mobility Commission, 2019). This study also links to a past undergraduate thesis and could also provide background information for any PhD studies that might be considered in the future.

Aim 
To pinpoint factors that could influence decision making when accessing university, 
such as location, schooling, socio-economic disadvantages, family, self- worth, 
opportunity, knowledge and university places.
	
Objectives
· Learned behaviours
· Pinpoint educational attainment levels required
· Discuss attitudes to accessing university.
· Geographical location.
· Social class or Socio-economic status

Section 2. Chapter Two:
Methodology 
The methodology itself according to Kaplan (1973) is for the researcher to explain the process of a scientific investigation, and not the products used to determine this. The methodology for this research proposal takes on a phenomenological approach using qualitative questioning (Kumar, 2014). This is because phenomenology considers an individual’s perception on theory and not the overall reality and theory that already exists (English and English,1958). By using this paradigm to establish individuals perception, the design will consider, therefore, gain insight into a person’s personal experience. Furthermore, seek to understand how people are urged to carry out particular actions, subsequently narrowing down the process and understanding these actions instead of the generalisation of assumption making that is taken for granted on past history. Burrell and Morgan (1979) state that the typifications learnt by individuals are gained through individuals life course and perspective. Therefore, as a social researcher the stance taken is that of a constructivist for this research proposal, subsequently with the notion that theory has more than one truth and is open to interpretation (Neimeyer and Levitt, 2001).
In comparison, Schutz (1962) believes that in order to make sense of a person’s behaviour, standardised behaviours are looked at, for example what is the usual acceptable behaviour in society, hence typification. From this, normal types of behaviour are regarded to be able to understand the concept of human behaviour and actions. This suggests stereotypical actions, along with the prospect of categorising everyone into the same box. When for all intent and purpose, society consists of individuals, unique, with very own individual genes and DNA. Subsequently, with thoughts, feelings, and perspectives being different to the next person. Therefore, it highlights the significance of a constructivists opinions as allowing for more than one truth to theory. The benefits from this type of research are the in-depth rich data that is collected. Additionally, providing an intense knowledge of individual fact. The downsides of this type of research is that proving the trustworthiness and authenticity of the approaches used can be difficult. Furthermore, because of the approaches used within this type of research, questioning can be modified to suit the researcher’s perspective. Consequently, becoming bias induced (Van Mannen,1990).
The methodology for the thesis will be thematic analysis. The justification for using this methodology is the rigour and precise methods required to analyse the research gathered. Therefore, signifying to the reader that the research methods are credible (Nowell, Morris and White, 2017). Braun and Clarkes (2006a) theory consists of a framework consisting of a six-step process, which will be utilised to carry out the study. By following Braun and Clarkes system, the data collected will need to be appraised and scrutinised, therefore allowing the generating of codes and meanings. By appraising the data thematically, the researcher will be able to generate an understanding of the data, from the initial codes, which will help to determine themes. From each sample participant, the gleaned data will provide information that will be decoded by the researcher, subsequently, to be able to establish the possible themes related from the understanding of each question posed. This will be through patterns developed from each of the data collected and analysed. Consequently, defining themes along with naming them from the analysed data, which will then provide the fundamental information to write up on for the proposal (Braun and Clarke, 2006b). 
[bookmark: _Hlk30342993]Thematic analysis has had mixed reviews from some research studies and at the beginning of the research proposal, the plan was to use grounded theory instead. However, after further research, the decision was to use thematic analysis because of Braun and Clarkes six step process, which would enable rigorous and systematic analysis and a more flexible approach. Additionally, supplying data that was plentiful and complex, although ultimately effective to analyse (Braun and Clarke, 2006; King, 2004a). Furthermore, as a novice researcher to primary research, thematic analysis has been considered a more user-friendly research method. Reason being is, the processes are easier to grasp, therefore enabling the concept of understanding to be quicker analyse (Braun and Clarke, 2006; King, 2004b).
 Listed below will be the methods and justification.


Methods
The depicted method for this proposal will be unstructured interviews. The reason being is that the research base is social science, therefore, qualitative research will be carried out based on the nature that there will be open ended, unstructured questioning within the interview process. Additionally, the sampling size will consist of seven participants. This sample size is considered a fair representation of the general sample size available within the study. Unstructured interviews are considered to be an appropriate, widely used tool, subsequently, providing an in-depth interview opportunity, along with the prospect of obtaining details on the participant. The interview questions are not pre planned. This is because the researcher will seek to obtain a natural process of questioning which ultimately relies on the participant. to reveal their life history and keep the interview flowing freely and unrestricted. At no point during the interview process, will the researcher. seek to manipulate the line of questioning, or the answers provided by the participant. The line of questioning will be unbiased by the participant. Subsequently, general question will be posed to them. From this, the participant will answer accordingly. 
The method for this proposal with start with a breakdown of a series of processes.
Punch (2000) highlights the significance of the interview process itself, as fundamentally crucial for qualitative research gathered. The interview process will allow the researcher to gather an insight into the participants thoughts, feelings, interpretation of meanings, opinion, everyday concepts of truth. This would therefore, provide the interviewer, the opportunity to question the participant in such a way that they are able to convey their meaning of the questions from their own perception and not of any influence that have placed on the questioning from the interviewer (Jones, 1985).
For the purpose of the data collection and topical question, it has been established that an unstructured interview would be the most appropriate data collection tool for the purpose stated. The reason being is, that there will be no pre-planned questioning as highlighted previously. Just general questioning which will lead onto a progressive discussion, subsequently leading onto more in-depth questioning, which has unfolded from the discussion. The questions itself will depend on the information provided by the participant. Alternatively, semi-structured interviews could have been used, which according to Fontana and Frey (1994), Morgan (1988) and Stewart and Shamdasani (1990) are used within group settings. Consequently, highlighting how the interviewer, would adopt a different approach to questioning, with the interviewer becoming more of mediator, observing, listening and recording the group participation and discussion. Therefore, showing how the questioning would be more forthcoming and structured from the interviewer. Significantly, highlighting the different approaches that could be adopted depending on the type of topical question. Group interviews can obtain more of a broader response from participants, with Bogdan and Biklen (1992) highlighting how significant in-depth understanding could be ascertained from this, therefore, providing an insight into what target area could be focused on by interviewing participants individually. 
The downside of this method of interviewing could be that the group discussion could become animated and therefore, out of hand. Additionally, participants could just answer the questioning based on the ethos of following suit of other’s answers. Unstructured interviews suggest a more balanced approach. This is because participants will be interviewed individually, confidentially, with answers solely from the participant and not a group member. Suggesting that the information gained from the participant will be non-biased, providing the researcher with research that is confidential and privy to each particular participant.

Interviewee Checklist
Below is a record of interviewees whose identity will be anonymous therefore, referred to by a different name, subsequently, to protect their confidentiality and identity. This is in line with the BERA (2018) guidelines, protecting subjects data.
	
	Participants name
	Age
	Gender
	Topic of study
	Level of study
	Date
	Place of residence

	1.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



(Tong, Sainsbury and Craig, 2007) highlight the significant element to recording research by using a checklist to identify data and recording procedures. Without the usage of this, data can be recorded incorrectly, misplaced or misused. Hence, highlighting the importance of systematically following processes within a research proposal. 

 Participation Selection
	Sampling
	Purposive

	Method of Approach
	Face to Face

	Study participants
	7

	Non-participation
	Drop-out of participants or non-participants




Ethics
Within this proposal, ethical application is required, as the focus of this study is conducted utilising primary research. An ethics form has been competed, with all ethical considerations adhered to as advised by (BERA, 2018a). Furthermore, this research proposal has followed the ethical research guidelines of the European Social and Research Council (ESRC) (2020). Listed below are ESRC six key principles:
1. When research is gathered it should be devised, examined and undertaken, with the mindset that its reliable and holds the highest value of its kind. 

2. When research is undertaken, all participants and researchers must be made aware of how the research will be used, if at all. All risks should be highlighted to both parties.

3. Confidentiality is of the highest importance, therefore, any research gathered should be kept safe and not passed on freely. All participants should be anonymous, so that their research cannot be matched to them by others.

4. No research participants should be forced to participate at any stage. Therefore, made aware they can withdraw at any time with no consequences attached.

5. Participants should be kept safe at all times.

6.  No conflict of interest in regard to the research collected is acceptable, therefore, this should be made clear at the beginning of the study.

A step by step process has been followed, with participants wellbeing and confidentiality always being at the forefront of the study. Ethical considerations are paramount to any primary research study, with the ethics board having the final say on whether the research study can be carried out, along with the participants safeguarding and wellbeing. All participants interviewed will be young people age 18 plus, who had granted full permission to be interviewed, additionally with a signed consent form. No parental consent is required, due to student age. Consent was also provided by University of Wales Trinity Saint David to interview participants.
Background reading utilising secondary research was examined, clarifying if an ethics committee review had been conducted prior to the research being completed (WHO, 2013). This is to clarify that no harmful procedures or risks were carried out to participants during the process of studies or research undertaken.

1. Ethical considerations such as safety of participants and researcher.

2.  No biased line of questioning from the researcher, in view of modifying
     participants answer to the questioning to formulate the results of the study.

3. Participants are informed at the start of the study that they have the right to withdraw from the process at any given time.

4. Participants will be provided with a letter highlighting the nature of the study along with a consent letter. Please see appendices for the perusal of these.

5. Participants have the right to decline to answer particular questions.

6. Participants have the right to a break at intervals during interviews.

7. Participants will also be given advice on counselling and support provided by UWTSD if required, following on from the study.

8. Participants will be informed of the study questioning and the results of the study within a timeframe agreed between the researcher and the participants.

9. UWTSD will be informed of the location, room, and timings of the interviews, to benefit the researcher and participant’s safety.

10.  Any data collected will be stored confidentially, on a USB memory stick by the researcher and backed up on a second memory stick to ensure no loss of data. The memory sticks will be stored in a safe secure place with no access provided to anyone else other than the researcher.

11.  No data collected will be shared with any other organisations.
12.  Feedback will be provided to participants, along with perusal of the final write up of the thesis.

13. At no point will the data collected be manipulated into biased findings and         results (BERA, 2018b).

Section 3. Chapter 3:
Search Strategies Used 
· Research will be divided into two categories’ consisting of original primary research will be carried out by the researcher. Secondary background research which will be used as the synthesis of the proposal. Primary research which will seek to answer the topical proposal question gained from interviewing the participants within the study.

· The synthesis of the thesis will be background information made up from government reports, journals, books and office of national statistics, to give an indication and understanding of the topical question. In addition to this, there will be the main data collection, through a sampling from unstructured interviews. This will be carried out on seven UWTSD students, ages ranging from eighteen plus.

· Governmental reports will seek to be around five years old. Background information from other literature such as books was considered due to relevance. Databases were looked at.

· Journals from the Cochrane Library, PubMed, Science Direct, Sage and Wiley were considered.

· Some of the background information was gathered from the perusal of reports, subsequently searching their bibliographies for appropriate trails leading to relevant information. This process can count down the time required to gather appropriate research and is often used by researchers. 
· Governmental reports and journals were acquired from using key words such as, poverty, education, housing, inequalities, social class, wealth, demographics, health, fairness and wellness, public schools, private schools, widening access, rural education, student participation within universities.

Research sources used
· Unstructured interviews with participants
· Methods used to decipher interview questions via thematic analysis
· BERA Ethical guidelines.
· Books 
· Databases Office of National Statistics
· Journals (PubMed, Science Direct, Sage journals, Wiley, Google scholar
· Credible newspaper articles. Guardian, Independent, Observer and Times
· Website periodicals
· Government sites Joseph Rowntree Foundation, NHS (National Health Service), GOV. Wales
· Website Government reports
· Library (online UWTSD)
· ‘Snowballing’ accessing references through other people’s bibliographies.

Key Factors to Consider 
· Widening access initiatives have provided everyone with educational opportunities.
· Financial status is still a contested argument, not all families can access maintenance grants that provide justifiable living allowances for their children to access university. 
· Attitudes to accessing university, self-esteem.
· Geographical location, lifestyle factors, opportunities.
· Statistical information on student participation within Wales.
· Learnt behaviours.
Conclusion
Although, there has been studies already carried out on participation to higher education, there is always room for improvement. With situations, attitudes, socio-economic changes and austerity proving challenging to say the least, upskilling the nation is paramount to tackle these issues. With this in mind, continuous research on the issues mentioned will gain insight into perspective student participation and the leverage of knowledge gained from research. 
Widening access has already become a fundamental aspect for universities to incorporate and address, which suggests any further research on the topics discussed would be welcome by universities. Sharing research within universities can help tackle issues that have become apparent through current research, which in turn has been brought to light by the researcher. As an advocate of widening access participants, and an individual brought up in an area of deprivation, the insight into data collected could prove to be an element that will provide greater understanding of the topic. Finally, this proposed research study will build on research obtained from the researchers undergraduate’s thesis. Therefore, providing a possible footing for the researcher to be able to consider further research through PHD level. Additionally, as an educator of widening assess students, this research could provide strategies, that would allow insight into promoting widening access initiatives to improve student participation within UWTSD.
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Appendix 1 - Participation Consent Form
[image: ]
	
	Rhif Adnabod Cyfranogwr: 
Participant Identification Number:
	

	
FFURFLEN GANIATÂD CYFRANOGIAD
	
PARTICIPATION CONSENT FORM

	Teitl Y Prosiect: / Project Title: Can geographical residence be used as a predictor for the age of first-time mature university students?

	Enw'r Ymchwilydd / Name of Researcher:	Joanna Fender


									         	
                Blwch Cychwynnol / Please initial box 
	1
	Cadarnhaf fy mod wedi darllen a deall y daflen wybodaeth dyddiedig XXXX ar gyfer yr astudiaeth uchod. Rwyf wedi cael y cyfle i ystyried y wybodaeth, gofyn cwestiynau, ac rwyf wedi cael ateb boddhaol i’r rhain.
	I confirm that I have read and understand the information sheet dated May 2020 for the above study. I have had the opportunity to consider the information, ask questions and have had these answered satisfactorily.
	

	2
	Deallaf fy mod yn cymryd rhan o’m gwirfodd a bod croeso i mi dynnu’n ôl ar unrhyw adeg, heb roi rheswm.

	I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time, without giving any reason.

	

	3
	Deallaf y gellir defnyddio unrhyw wybodaeth a roddir gennyf mewn adroddiadau, erthyglau neu gyflwyniadau gan y tîm ymchwil.

	I understand that any information given by me may be used in future reports, articles or presentations by the research team.

	

	4
	Deallaf na fydd fy enw’n ymddangos mewn unrhyw adroddiadau, erthyglau neu gyflwyniadau.

	I understand that my name will not appear in any reports, articles or presentations.

	

	5
	Cytunaf i gymryd rhan yn yr astudiaeth uchod.

	I agree to take part in the above study.

	

	Enw’r Cyfranogwr Name of Participant

	
	Llofnodwyd
Signature

	Ymchwilydd
Researcher

	Joanna Fender
	Llofnodwyd
Signature



	Cewch wrthod cymryd rhan yn yr astudiaeth hon. Cewch ddod â’ch cyfranogiad yn yr astudiaeth hon i ben unrhyw bryd. Os penderfynwch barhau’n ddienw, bydd sicrhau hynny’n flaenoriaeth a chymerir pob cam ymarferol i guddio pwy ydych. Os yw’n well gennych fod yn anhysbys, ni fydd unrhyw wybodaeth yn eich enwi ar dapiau sain na thrawsgrifiadau o’r cyfweliad hwn nac o unrhyw un arall.  Ni fydd neb yn clywed unrhyw dapiau sain nac yn gweld unrhyw drawsgrifiadau heb eich cydsyniad o flaen llaw. Bydd deunyddiau a grëir yn sgil y cyfweliad hwn neu unrhyw gyfweliad arall yn aros yn gyfrinachol. 

	You may decline to participate in this study. You may end your participation in this study at any time. If you decide to remain anonymous, maintaining your anonymity will be a priority and every practical precaution will be taken to disguise your identity. If you prefer anonymity, there will not be any identifying information on audiotapes or transcripts of this or any interview. No-one will hear any audiotapes or see any transcripts without your prior consent. All materials generated from this or any interview will remain confidential.







	Ar ôl llenwi’r ffurflen, dychwelwch hi yn yr amlen a ddarperir (lle bo’n berthnasol).  Rhoddir un copi i’r cyfranogwr a chedwir y gwreiddiol yn ffeil y tîm ymchwilio yn:

	When completed please return in the envelope provided (if applicable). One copy will be given to the participant and the original to be kept on the file of the research team at:


	ENW A CHYFEIRIAD YR YMCHWILYDD



	NAME & ADDRESS OF RESEARCHER
Joanna Fender
University of Wales Trinity Saint David
Business and management Campus
High Street 
Swansea











(Moodle, 2020)






Appendix 2 - Information on the Study for Participant 
[image: ]
	
	Rhif Adnabod Cyfranogwr: 
Participant Identification Number:
	

	
FFURFLEN GANIATÂD CYFRANOGIAD
	
SAMPLE PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET


	Teitl Y Prosiect: / Project Title: Can geographical residence be used as a predictor for the age of first-time mature university students?


						

Dear Participant: 

My name is Joanna Fender and I am studying in the School of University of Wales Trinity Saint David. 

I would like to invite you to participate in my research project. This project will research factors that might have hindered participants attitudes into accessing university at an earlier stage in their life, and aims to study data collected from participants, in view establishing greater context to the study.

Through your participation in the interviews, I hope to ascertain data that can be assessed in order to seek greater depth and knowledge into answering the topical question of the study.

All data collected will be kept strictly confidential to the researchers involved and at NO time will data that is collected be released to the general public individually, therefore identifying a participants personal details. There will be an opportunity for you to provide feedback on your interview when the study is completed. Your participation in this study is completely voluntary so you can withdraw from the interview at any stage. 

As this is a new project, your feedback is also important to us and we would be much obliged if you could also complete the feedback preceding the interview. We understand that your time is at a premium, but your opinions are very valuable to us. 

After careful and precise analysis of the data obtained from the interview, I will be happy to provide you with a copy of the findings at your request. The results of the interview will hopefully enhance my understanding of university participation. The results of the research will be fed back to you when the thesis is completed during December 2020.

We thank you in advance for your time and participation. If any questions do arise, feel free to contact me at your convenience. 

	ENW A CHYFEIRIAD YR YMCHWILYDD
	Joanna Fender
University of Wales Trinity Saint David
Business and management Campus
High Street 
Swansea




(Moodle, 2020)

















Appendix 3 - Gantt chart
To be able to keep track on the timeline of events for the forthcoming thesis, a Gantt chart has been devised, which is a timeline chart used to show evidence of time management utilized along each process of the thesis (Geraldi and Lechter, 2012). Please see below:
         
	
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	[bookmark: _GoBack]May     June
	
	

	Identify research topic / Record research thesis sheet
(October 2019)
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Background reading
Finalise Title, Aim and Objectives
Start Research Proposal (November 2019)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Establish ethical considerations.
Apply for ethical approval. (January 2020)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plan interviews with participants
Book times for interviews (April 2020)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Outline research strategies and methodologies
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Draw up a plan for (Research proposal)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Complete
chapter 1 Introduction and background (Research proposal)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Complete chapter 2 Highlight methods and methodology
(Research proposal)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Complete chapter 3 (Research proposal)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Submit research proposal (24th Jan 2020)
	
	
	
		
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Final draft submission of thesis (December 2020)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Final submission of thesis (December 2020)
	
	
	
		
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hard copy of thesis submission
(December 2020)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Key – Blue = Complete, Green = to be completed
(Gantt, 2019)








Appendix 4
A picture of the interview location - UWTSD Swansea
[image: ]
(UWTSD, 2020)














Appendix 5
A sample of qualitative questioning
	1. Can you give an account of your personal history and experience?

	2. Can you give your opinion of the accessibility of higher education and your personal experience?

	3. Can you expand on the information you have already provided?

	4. Can you explain your reasoning for deciding to attend university at this point?

	5. Can you explain your residential locality currently, in comparison to your residential locality as a child? 



The above questions are open ended, therefore, enabling the participants to expand on and not give a yes or no answer to the question. Furthermore, the questions are posed in a general way that does not imply intrusiveness which may offend or upset the participant in anyway. The participant will be reassured at each point of questioning, their own freedom to answer or not as the case maybe, to each question posed. This falls in line with BERA ethical considerations of the participant. 









Appendix 6
Thesis Search Sheet 
	
My research question / aim / objective:

	
Can geographical residence be used as a predictor for the age of first-time mature university students?

	Places to search for information:

	Google
Google scholar
UWTSD online library
Office of national statistics
Sage journals
Plumed 
Science direct
GOV. Wales
Joseph Rowntree Foundation
Wiley


	

	
Date 
	
Database Name
	
Search Terms 
	
No of Results
	
Comments 

	18/12/19
	Google
	Education attainment levels for universities
	3
	

	18/12/19
	Google scholar
	Social class
	8
	

	18/12/19
	Google scholar
	Learned behaviours
	6
	

	18/12/19
	Joseph Rowntree Foundation
	Fair society
	1
	





Appendix 7
Thesis Search Sheet 
	
My research question / aim / objective:

	
Can geographical residence be used as a predictor for the age of first-time mature university students?

	
Places to search for information:

	
Google
Google scholar
UWTSD online library
Office of national statistics
Sage journals
Plumed 
Science direct
GOV. Wales
Joseph Rowntree Foundation
Wiley


	

	
Date 
	
Database Name
	
Search Terms 
	
No of Results
	
Comments 

	15/12/19
	Google scholar
	Widening Access
	3
	Change search terms

	15/12/19
	Google
	Reports on university entries
	2
	

	15/12/19
	Gov.UK
	Poverty in Wales
	4
	

	16/12/19
	Office National Statistics
	Student Participation in Wales
	6
	




Appendix 8
Interview Schedule 
	Participant 
	Location
	Date
	Time

	1 = Annie
	UWTSD
	To be agreed with the participants
	To be agreed with the participants

	2 = Anita
	UWTSD
	
	

	3 = Amelia
	UWTSD
	
	

	4 = Alan
	UWTSD
	
	

	5 = Amanda
	UWTSD
	
	

	6 = Andrea
	UWTSD
	
	

	7 = Alison
	UWTSD
	
	


All the above names are a pseudonym for the original participants to protect their anonymity.










Appendix 9
Budget
	1. Petrol for travel back and forth - interview sessions x 7 = £10.00

	2. Water refreshment for participants during interview x 7 =   £3.00

	3. Paper = £3.00

	4. Printing = £4.60

	5. Pens = £2.00

	6. USB stick = £4.96

	Total cost = £ 27.56 

















Appendix 10
Dissemination
Participants of the study will be given shared access to the thesis on completion. 
All participants of the study will be sent an email inviting them to access the finished thesis.
The programme director of UWTSD Health and Social care portfolio in Swansea will also be provided with a copy. This is because the participants will be students who are on the health portfolio currently studying. Additionally, the finding will be of relevance to her portfolio.
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