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Community antenatal midwifery services.                                                         

Community antenatal services are healthcare services                                                                                                                    1. Early registration.               5. Immunizations 
which provides care for pregnant women within the community.                                                                                                 2. Routine check-ups.           6. Referral services.
This helps to provide healthy pregnancy and safe delivery.                                                                                                             3.   Screening tests.                  7. Emotional and social support.
The focus is                                                                                                                                                                                                              4. Health education.   (National institute for health excellence 2021).
· Preventive.
· Promotive.
· Supportive care.
This is supported by midwives in health care centre or home visits.                                                                                                                                                                 Midwifery services are massive part of the NHS they provide 
The main goal is to help detect problems early within the pregnancy.                                                                                                                                                              a wide range of care in the community you can access them
To make sure every woman can access support for a safe delivery and postnatal care.   (World Health Organization, 2016)                                               through GP surgeries home visits and health centres
It all began within in the UK when community antenatal midwives act came in 1902.                                                                                                                                they offer antenatal care, intrapartum and postnatal care.
Which created a professional midwifery practice.                                                                                                                                                                                                         Their focus is on early detection by providing screening 
In the 20th century home-based antenatal care was given and supported by the maternity and child welfare act 1918.                                                              tests this can help rule out any complications.
This is when children health services and maternal services was promoted.                                                                                                                                                       Offering support and advice on their pregnancy journey 
The care became free to access in 1948 by the NHS                                                                                                                                                                                                           to help feel safe and supported all throughout.
This is when midwives within the community provided care antenatal and postnatal care.                                                                                                                             Midwives work closely with health visitors                            Onwards from 1970 care was then also brought into hospitals if needed for birth from home                                                                                                                        Making referrals for after baby arrives.   (NHS England 2023).
but midwives did continue to support mothers on home visits. (NICE 2021).  (NMC (2019).                                                                                                                                 (Nursing and Midwifery Council 2019).
Challenges faced by the services 
· High Workload and staff storages,                                                                                                                                                       
NHS face shortages within midwifes this brings added stress                                                                                                 
Extra pressure within caseloads which leaves staff being able
To give less time for care, this has an impact of the quality of care given                                                                                                                     
And the support provided for pregnant ladies.  
· Higher digital demands also administrative demands.
This requires time which can reduce the time spent directly with ladies within
In their care as the systems require detailed information and documents. 
Even though they update systems regularly this can add extra pressure on administrative workload.  (NHS England 2023)  (Royal college of midwives 2023)
Timeline of the origins of the NHS.
1834 – Poor Law amendment act. 
Workhouses provided basic care for the poor, Healthcare was kept at the minimal and stigmatized available in only those who lived in poverty. Late 19th – Early 20th century, Voluntary and mutual aid systems. Hospitals were run by charity donations and volunteers offered limited health care. Some societies allowed people who worked to pay small amounts to help cover their healthcare, private medical care was available for the wealthier individuals. 
1911 – National insurance act. When workers were earning below a certain wage health insurance was introduced. This covered limited care from medical professions for treatment or sick pay.
1930s – Growing recognition of health inequality. Reports shown poor health within working class communities (journal of public health, 2020). 1942 Beveridge report 
Five giants were addressed 
· Want 
· disease 
· Ignorance
· Squalor
· Idleness   (The health foundation 2023)
Care was based on the need of the person not the ability to pay
1939-1945 – World War II, In the war time there was a weakness within the healthcare the war gave access to public support for all citizens.
1945 – Labour government elected which was led by clement Attlee (Gov.uk). There was a public demand for national health service.
5th July – 1948 NHS launched All Services where free to all UK residents. Aneurin Bevan the minister of health stated free access and equity (bbc.co.uk).
NHS was linked into a system that was complexed there were separate administrations this being England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (MY HSN). Each one maintaining free healthcare. In England the main components include: 
· Department of health and social care: Policy and funding.
· NHS England
· Integrated care system
· Primary care
· Secondary and tertiary care
· Public health bodies   (NHS England)
Funding within the NHS is provided by national insurance contributions, although you may be charged for prescriptions in England.
Functioning the care NHS provide are primary, secondary, tertiary and community the aim is to provide order for the workforce of doctors and nurses to support staff with the services they deliver. (NHS England)
The NHS is respected for “equity, universality and cost-effectiveness" It helps takes the financial Strane and provides access and care to all people needing health care treatment or assistants. The Strengths within the NHS are Free access to health care, wide range of services to access. 
NHS do face challenges with many demands on the resources this can course pressure within the funding. There are long waiting times for people waiting to receive care from a specialist. 
Staff are feeling exhausted, leading to stress and high demands but not enough staff to cater for it.
Within my conclusion i have found the NHS moving from historical context of social inequality within wartime also its founding principles universality, comprehensiveness, free access and equity within healthcare in the UK. The NHS continues to gain help and provide essential care while also battling challenges within the work force.
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