International Mobility Opportunity                                                                                                                  
A guide for staff
Can your students go on credit-bearing study abroad for a semester?
· If your programme has been validated with an International Mobility Opportunity, you can take an optional 60 credit module in the second semester of your second year.
· You must have this module in your validated document. The content is the same across the university.
How do students get to go abroad?
· Students usually apply to go abroad in the second semester of their second year, except for BA acting students who go in their final year first semester.
· Students are encouraged to think about the academic and pastoral aspects of going abroad, and get support from the well-being team and their discipline.
· There is an application process, including an interview.
What happens after a successful application?
· The students need to choose the International Mobility Opportunity. This module is worth 60 credits.
· There is a  learning agreement that students need to sign with their programme director, academic lead, or personal tutor before going overseas.
· Students should choose modules that are relevant to their degree and match their learning outcomes.
· Some modules may have different approaches or teaching styles abroad, which can be beneficial for students.
· The learning agreement is a contract that students sign with their academic director before going overseas.
· The learning agreement lists the modules that students will take abroad and their equivalents at home.
How many modules do students need to take abroad?
· Students need to complete 12-15 credits if they go to Canada or the USA, and 30 ECTS credits if they go to Norway or other European country.
· If students can’t meet these credit requirements, academic directors can put in extra work for them to do.
· Students may have additional work to do on specific topics or research opportunities while studying abroad.
How does the learning agreement work?
· Students fill out Table A to list the classes they will take in the host institution. All of the classes and credits taken in host institution form part of the International Mobility Opportunity module.
· The module choice is provisional in case students need to change their classes after arriving at the host institution.
· The package of the learning agreement must equate to 60 credits.
· Students must agree to keeping in touch before they go and give information about what they’re studying.
· Although students are overseas, they are still registered students at UWTSD and on your programmes.
Study Abroad and External Examination
· It’s important to talk to external examiners about links overseas and options for students.
· Group visits are simple because you’re going as a cohort, but sending students for a full semester abroad is different.
· The learning agreements and International Independent study modules are robust, but it’s useful for externals to be aware of the process.
· The module needs to be externally examined every year, as it is more than 40 credits.
Marks Abroad
· Students must meet the minimum credit requirements at UWTSD and convert their marks from abroad to UK grades.
· The academic team decides the final mark for the independent study module based on the learning agreement and the evidence from the students.
The Assessment
· The assessment is a portfolio worth 100%
· You need to identify at least 2 pieces of work for the student to submit in addition to the marks that they achieve in the host institution. 
· You should aim for at least 20% of the portfolio mark to be related to the extra tasks

Assessment task ideas
Here are some ideas for the portfolio tasks:
· 1500-word essay based on field research in the host institution/country 
· 10-minute presentation reflecting on the differences in method/pedagogy between home and host institution
· 3 500-word blog posts on the experience of studying abroad
· 2 4-minute vlogs on the experience of studying abroad

Marks from Abroad Conversion
The following conversion table will be used to convert the marks you gain in the USA so that they are consistent with those used at UWTSD:


 
	UK Class
	UK 
	US Grade
	US GPA

	First
	70+
	A
	4.0

	Upper second
	60-69
	B+/B
	3.0-3.33

	Lower second
	50-59
	B/B-
	2.67-3.0

	Third
	40-49
	C
	2.0

	Pass
	40
	D
	1.0

	Fail
	0-39
	F
	0





For Canada:
	UK Class
	UK 
	Can Grade
	Can GPA

	First
	70+
	A
	3.7+

	Upper second
	60-69
	B+
	3.33

	Lower second
	50-59
	C+
	2.5

	Third
	40-49
	C
	2.0

	Pass
	40
	D
	1.0

	Fail
	0-39
	F
	0




For Australia:
	UK Class
	UK 
	Aus Class

	First
	70+
	First

	Upper second
	60-69
	2(a) / 2(i) and 2 (b) / 2 (ii)

	Lower second
	50-59
	3rd 



For Italy:
	UK Class
	UK 
	Italy Marks

	First
	70+
	110 con lode

	Upper second
	60-69
	101

	Lower second
	50-59
	91




For Spain:
	UK Class
	UK 
	Spain Marks

	First
	70+
	9

	Upper second
	60-69
	7.5

	Lower second
	50-59
	6



