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Literature Review Throughout this research the idea is to find out whether adverse childhood experience can determine if a care experience child or young person is likely to turn to crime. Therefore, it is important to understand the population of this group as well as how adverse childhood experiences can affect children and young people; the office for national statistics (2022(2)) stated that there were 82,170 children within the care system in March 2022. Everyone in the care system has their own reason for being there, some of which have suffered from adverse childhood experiences. While looking into the population of those in care, it is also important to look at the crime statistics in this group. The office for national statistics (2022(1)) when talking about children in care and the criminal justice system states that out of the children in care, “52% had been convicted of a criminal offence by the academic year they turn age 24 years.”. The idea that half the number of children in care end up incarcerated by the age of 24 shows that there is a need to try gain understanding of why those with adverse childhood experiences are likely to turn to crime. 
When looking at adverse childhood experiences it is important to see how children and young people could be affected, Crandall et al (2019) stated that the “children are vulnerable to the long-term consequences of early adverse childhood experiences” and that it can lead to arrange of different situations for the child or young person throughout adulthood such as “addictions, poorer quality of life and life expectancy in adulthood resulting from abuse”. The idea that children and young people in care can be affected by these long-term effects, some of these may lead to them down the path of turning to crime, means that there needs to be some sort of intervention. There are many ways that organisations have tried to provide support for those who have been through adverse childhood experiences such as making professionals trauma-informed, the term trauma-informed refers to understanding “how trauma affects student learning and behaviour in the school environment” (Compton et al 2023). Having a basic understanding will help those in authoritative positions to better understand those around them and why they might behave a certain way.





 
Method 
Aim(s):The aim of this research is to look at adverse childhood experience and what they are. As well as looking into care experienced and looked after children and young people and determine if the effect of adverse childhood experiences can lead to criminality or not.

 Objective(s):  · To identify the prevalence of criminality in care experienced and looked after children and young people.
· Evaluate the long-term effects adverse childhood experiences have on children and young people who are in care or are care experienced.
· Evaluate public perception on the link between adverse childhood experiences and crime as well as what can be done to reduce criminality.
· 

 Design: Throughout my research I intend to utilize both my own research and existing data. I will be using closed questions as it would make the time taken to partake in the survey short and will avoid irrelevant opinions or answers. All data collected from the closed questions “can be easily converted into quantitative data, allowing statistical analysis” (McLeod 2023). Easy analysis means that I will be able to utilise the data more efficiently and identify trends or anomalies. 


Sample: The participants of the survey will be those over the age of 18, as they can give consent and they need to live in the UK. This group will include family, friends, peers, and teachers. I would like to get around 150 to 200 responses, if not more; Andrade (2020) says that if a sample is “larger than necessary” It can help to “provide more accurate results”. 

Ethics:    When conducting a survey, it is important to remind the participant that it is voluntary and if they do not wish to take part, they do not have to but also if they wish to stop the survey for any reason they can. No personal information will be taken during the survey making it confidential and the participants will be asked to consent to taking part after reading a brief not before starting to answer questions.
All questions should be transparent and not use any acronyms. The way the question is written needs to be looked at to make sure that respondents can “comprehend and interpret survey questions and instructions to provide a response” (Sha and Gabel 2020). All part of the survey should be impartial and showcase no biased behaviour or contain the investigator’s opinion. 


 Analysis: Once the data has been collected and converted into quantitative data it will be used and put into a graph in order to compare the results easier. There are many ways to visually represent the quantitative data such as pie charts and bar charts.

Proposed Timeline 


Anticipated OutcomesWithin this research project I hope to achieve a better understand of the correlation between adverse childhood experience and crime within young people and children within the social care system. I hope that my research shows why there is a high chance of criminality within this group and how it can be deterred.
I will be defining what adverse childhood experiences are and how they can affect a child or young person, who they can go to for support as well as the perspectives the public (friends, family, teachers, etc.) have of those suffering from Adverse childhood experiences. Hopefully in the future research and findings like this will help to shape the way people treat them and the help that is out there.
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