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ECEY5004/C - Analysis

Original storytelling typically involves traditional, non-digital formats such as verbal storytelling, picture books, printed books, and handwritten or illustrated stories. It relies on human voice and physical books as the primary medium. Original storytelling encourages children to use their imagination to create mental images of the story's characters, settings, and events. It leaves more to the child's interpretation and imagination. This form of storytelling can be highly interactive when an adult or peer reads a story aloud to a child. It allows for real-time questions, discussions, and emotional connections between the storyteller and the child. Traditional storytelling often involves the tactile experience of holding a physical book, turning pages, and feeling the textures and materials of the book, which can be engaging for young children. In original storytelling, the storyteller can adapt the narrative based on the child's responses, interests, and comprehension, making the experience more personalized.
Daniels (2018) believes that practitioners underpin children’s cognitive and language development, through their own knowledge, by role modelling to the children and creating a secure bond with them they can view the child’s learning journey holistically they can adapt the approach to support the child’s success.
Digital storytelling uses electronic devices, such as tablets, e-books, apps, and interactive multimedia content, to convey stories. It relies on digital technology as the primary medium. Digital storytelling incorporates multimedia elements, including animations, sound effects, music, and interactive features. These elements can enhance the visual and auditory aspects of the story. Digital storytelling often provides an elevated level of engagement, with interactive elements like touch-screen interactions, animations, and games that can hold a child's attention and offer immediate feedback. Digital storytelling can make stories more accessible, including for children with disabilities, as it can incorporate features like audio narration and adjustable font sizes. Digital storytelling can offer a consistent experience every time a story is accessed, which can be reassuring for some children who enjoy repetition and consistency. Digital storytelling can incorporate educational features, such as word highlighting during narration, interactive quizzes, and language learning games, which can be valuable for early literacy development. 
Kucirkova (2018), suggests that digital stories can be a useful tool to support children's language and literacy development, but it does come with its challenges and are sometimes more appropriate for one-to-one reading compared to a whole group session. 
Both original storytelling and digital storytelling can involve parents and caregivers. In original storytelling, parents or caregivers can read stories to children, while in digital storytelling, parents often guide children's interactions with digital content.
Reading stories also supports children develop empathy, as well as their language and literacy skills. When the read stories about people whose lives are different from their own, they can gain an understanding of the world around them and appreciate other feelings, cultures, perspective, and lifestyles (Sheldon-Dean, 2023).
The choice between original and digital storytelling depends on individual preferences and goals. Some children benefit from a combination of both, as each approach offers unique advantages. Original storytelling fosters human interaction and imagination, while digital storytelling can provide an engaging and interactive experience with multimedia elements that support learning and development.
Pre-Birth:
Prenatal Bonding: While in the womb, babies can hear sounds from the outside world, including the voice of their caregivers. Reading or telling stories to an unborn child can help establish a connection between the baby and the caregiver, enhancing the bonding process before birth.
Auditory Stimulation: Exposure to spoken language in the womb can provide auditory stimulation, promoting early language development and familiarity with the rhythms and cadences of the caregiver's voice.
Early Infancy (0-2 Years):
Language Development: Reading or telling stories introduces infants to language. Hearing words and sentences from an early age contributes to the development of vocabulary, speech sounds, and early communication skills. Cognitive Development: Simple stories with colourful images and textures in board books can stimulate an infant's visual and cognitive development. They learn to focus, track, and interact with the images, supporting their early cognitive growth. Social Bonding: Storytelling is an intimate and comforting activity that strengthens the emotional connection between caregivers and infants. This bonding is essential for a child's emotional well-being and attachment. The ideal books for younger babies are simple but have lots of bright pictures with lots of colours, the words are not necessary, as they progress to 12 to 18 months, they will enjoy books which feature some everyday things they are familiar with and find interesting for example animals or television characters with a simple story or progression of events (Marcin, 2020).
Toddlerhood (2-3 Years):
Vocabulary Expansion: Storytelling exposes toddlers to a wide range of words and concepts. They learn unfamiliar words and understand their meanings, which helps expand their vocabulary. Narrative Skills: As children listen to stories, they begin to understand the structure of narratives, including the beginning, middle, and end. They learn how to follow a storyline, enhancing their comprehension skills. Imagination and Creativity: Stories, especially imaginative and fictional ones, encourage creativity and the use of the imagination. Children can picture the characters and settings in their minds, which fosters creativity. Repetition is key at this age, so books that follow repetition through rhymes and songs can help the children’s engagement with stories (Marcin, 2020).
Preschool Age (3-5 Years):
Pre-literacy Skills: Exposure to books and storytelling is an essential precursor to reading. Children learn about letters, sounds, and the written word, preparing them for reading readiness. Critical Thinking: Listening to stories helps children develop critical thinking skills as they make connections, predict outcomes, and understand cause-and-effect relationships within the narrative. Empathy and Social Skills: Stories often feature characters who experience emotions, challenges, and conflicts. Children can relate to these characters, learn about empathy, and better understand human emotions and social interactions.
Early Childhood (5-7 Years):
Independent Reading: Children who have been exposed to storytelling from an early age are more likely to develop an interest in reading on their own, which can further enhance their literacy skills. Cultural Awareness: Through stories, children are introduced to diverse cultures, traditions, and perspectives, fostering a sense of cultural awareness and diversity. Enhanced Concentration: Listening to longer and more complex stories requires sustained attention, helping children improve their concentration and focus. Storytelling Skills: As children grow, they may become interested in telling their own stories, improving their oral communication skills, and enhancing their ability to express themselves.
In the first few months of life, infants are highly attentive to the sounds around them. They are capable of distinguishing between various phonetic sounds, including those of their native language, which they do better than non-native sounds. This is known as phonemic discrimination. 
Families who read together create strong bonds and opportunities to develop empathy, discuss feelings and situations as well as forming attachments (National Literacy Trust, 2020).
In the videos of the practitioner using both original story telling and digital storytelling, there are several components which benefits but sometimes hinders the flow. In the digital story telling the practitioner was focused on the tablet and ensuring the music was correct which took their attention away from the children. 
The practitioner preferred the original story telling method as the children were more engaged, especially with the use of physical objects from the story to help keep their focus. The children enjoyed feeling the different objects in the bowl and linking it to the specific parts of the story. With the original story telling it was easy to maintain eye contact with the children as it was natural to use this style of storytelling and the children had heard this story many times before so the use of repetition of phrases within the story kept them engaged. 
With the digital storytelling, there was some issues with the sound, an advert began to play when trying to use the sounds, so the practitioner had to keep the children engaged while waiting for this to stop. The internet connection also proved an issue as some clips took longer to load than others which distracted the practitioner from the children, so the children became agitated and distracted. Digital storytelling has the potential to work in small groups or a one to one basis with adult support but with a large group of children it proved difficult as they all became excited at the thought of the iPad being used and all wanted to see what was on the screen but as it was small not all of the children could see what was being shown. With regular use of digital technology within the story telling the children will become accustomed to the use of the iPad and it would not be such a surprise or spark so much of a reaction to the children
In conclusion, storytelling from pre-birth to 7 years of age provides a broad spectrum of cognitive, emotional, social, and linguistic benefits. It not only supports language development but also nurtures a child's imagination, empathy, and lifelong love of reading and learning. Caregivers, educators, and parents can play a vital role in nurturing these skills by incorporating storytelling into a child's daily routine. 
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