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Wales Institute of Science and Arts (WISA)

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING: NATURAL ENVIRONMENTS
Environmental Issues & Academic Skills (M1X9613)
· Module Aim:

To introduce the core academic skills required for 



 undergraduate study through the teaching of various
 environmental issues. 
OUTCOME STATEMENTS:

On successful completion of this module students will be able to: -

1. Formulate an appreciation of environmental issues at differing scales.

2. Recognise the interrelationship of environmental issues and policies.

3. Display the fundamentals of undergraduate study skills.

INDICATIVE CONTENT:

Each environmental issue taught will also focus on an academic skill required for undergraduates:

· Introduction to degree structure  (procedures and studying in HE)
· Biodiversity and sustainability: an introduction to these key issues (note taking – argument formulation)

· Distribution and examples of global terrestrial environmental issues (planning and preparation)

· Arid lands and desertification (essay and report writing)

· Mountains and tourism (computer access/audit of skills) 

· Tropical Rain Forests and deforestation (sourcing information)

· Polar regions and environmental politics (Harvard referencing)

· Energy – coal & extractive consequences (poster presentations)

· Renewable energy – tidal lagoon (seminar contributions)

· Pollution (self and time management):

· Air   (data presentation and basic manipulation)

· Aquatic - Eutrophication   (data interpretation)

· Marine  - overfishing and bycatch (field note books/procedures)

· Soil (research design)

· Waste management and auditing (critical thinking) 

· Global warming (introduction to paradigms, concepts and principles)

· Integrated transport (writing style)

· Agriculture (power point presentations)

· GM crops & Common Agricultural Policy (sourcing official information)

· Environmental issues in the built environment (journal article appraisal)

Course Structure (Mon 1.00-5.00)
	Week No
	Date
	Theme
	Tutor

	1
	28/09/20
	Introduction to module & Intro to assignment 1&2 Biodiversity
	EA/LH/RJ

	2
	05/10/20
	Report Writing/Invasive Species and woodland diseases
	EA (online)

	3
	12/10/20
	FIELDWORK WEEK
	

	4
	19/10/20
	Climate change and deforestation
	EA

	5
	26/10/20
	Marine Mammals and Strandings
	RJ(online)

	6
	02/11/20
	Sustainable Development
	RJ(online)

	7
	09/11/20
	Air Quality/Pollution
	EA

	8
	16/11/20
	Agriculture and GM crops
	EA

	9
	23/11/20
	Waste management and Renewable Energy
	EA

	10
	30/11/20
	Contaminated Land – Blaenavon; Soils
	EA/SG

	11
	07/12/20
	Assignment hand-in – Class Discussion Forum
	RJ/EA

	CHRISTMAS BREAK

	12
	04/12/20
	Assignment Feedback. Student Forum
	RJ/EA


Schedule is subject to minor changes and is flexible in its order.
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