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Character Outline
August Jane 

On August 1st Carl and Isobelle Holdom had a baby girl and named their daughter August Jane.
Her father chose August because summer is a celebratory and joyous season. Her mother chose Jane because of the jane-daisies that come as a surprise each spring. No matter how many measures one goes to prevent them from blooming. It is a flower or weed depending on the person. For Isobelle it was an unannounced and nuisance weed. August Jane was not a happy surprise. Her mother craved a fierce and passionate life. A life without children. Her father wanted a gentle and tame life. He was so pumped to become Dad. Isobelle had to keep the child in order to keep Carl and his old-money name. It did not matter how many measures she took to lose the child in secret. Or how many times she prayed for a miscarriage … Carl and Isobelle’s daughter continued to grow. 



August Jane (15 – 18) is tall for her age and has a willowy body with freckles and moles that dot her creamy skin. Her apple-blonde hair, ocean-blue eyes, petal-pink cheeks and button nose are all pieces of her mother. She is a beautiful young woman. On the right side of her hip is a small birth-mark on her groin. It is the one thing she has that does not resemble her mother. August Jane learned to loath the resemblance because her mother criticized herself in the mirror each morning. She criticized August Jane for the loose changes pregnancy made on her body. Her mother divorced her father and created a new life in Vancouver when he announced moving to a smaller town outside the city. It became a war between mother and daughter and her existence --- she realized --- was the bane of her mother’s existence. Isobelle was a beautiful person. But she was not a beautiful mother. 

August Jane and Isobelle’s resemblance did not end with appearance. August Jane was diagnosed seasonal affective disorder when she was thirteen. In the bitter seasons she would vanish into a depressive episode of hopelessness and uncleanliness. Her hobbies had no fire, her interests had no spark, her passions had no kindle. She was surrounded by heaping mounds of laundry and piles of dishes caked with food. August Jane would hide under the bed sheets and sleep until the snow melted and the sun rose for spring. It became clear that the darkness that consumed Isobelle was beginning to consume August Jane too. And she loathed herself for following the woman that made her a motherless daughter.


August Jane has never been in love. She never believed that she deserved love --- platonic or romantic --- so she never accepted it. Even from the people who cared about her most. Until she moves to Maple Ridge and meets Phineas Brooks. He is the boy next door, his room opposite hers. August Jane is cold to Phineas because she is curious about him. He finds it amusing and despite her best protests develops a soft spot for him. August Jane and Phineas become close friends and soon learn how much they have in common. She is a motherless daughter. He is a fatherless son. 

Falling in love with Phineas was a slow arrival. It took time. But she loved him truly. Phineas was soft and kind. He listened to her words and her silence. He understood what made her quiet and what made her loud. His smile created a warmth in her chest. His laugh made her world stop turning. His touch painted over the scars she was so used to creating and hiding. He made her feel beautiful for her. Not because she resembled someone else. Not because she reminded others of someone else. Phineas was the first person to open the guard around her and make her mind and heart soft. He was a shoulder for August Jane to lean on and support and carry her when needed. But Phineas also had things he needed to mend and stone he needed to break down. People who are hurt tend to hurt others and as special as love can be it can also be a cause of destruction. Or a cause of hope. 


August Jane is a bittersweet and complicated character. She is as a barista at a local coffee shop Cream and Sugar. Her passion is baking sweets: cupcakes, cakes, pies and various fruit-bread. Her favourite sweet is a cinnamon-cupcake topped with brown-sugar icing. But she bakes pumpkin-pie the most because it is Phineas’s favourite. She loves the pretty designs in cappuccinos and honey in her tea. August Jane has an angelic voice however she will not sing with an audience present. She hums melodies to most tasks and closes her eyes in the shower performing softly as she shampoos and conditions her hair. She wears a gold necklace that her father picked out for her birthday. Her favourite animal is Olive Oil --- her cat --- and her favourite colour is brown like autumn. August Jane self-harms with a lighter on her hips and thighs. A place where she can mourn the sunny seasons. A place where no one will see or question. Her doctor recommend a list of hobbies to regulate her big emotions. But out of 100 things only two stuck: gardening and painting. She plants fruits and vegetables and uses them for baking. She paints her emotions on an canvas because she has never been very good at putting her thoughts into words. August Jane is not proud of who she has been or who she is. She has deep lingering fears about who she will become. Or moreover who she will turn into. It will take feeling and healing and realising all that she carries to become who she wants to be. 

Questions
· Can you see how August Jane’s relationship with her mother shaped her?
· Do you think August Jane and Phineas have chemistry?
· Does the Character Outline flow well? 


