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Section 1
The curriculum in Wales is currently in lead of the education whilst the development of the New Curriculum is getting enrolled into settings ready for 2022 (WG, 2020). This has been put in place to ensure that the New Curriculum meets all needs of future learners and for them to complete on an international stage (Donaldson, 2015). The foundation phase is built on the ideas of learning via play. Estyn (2019) and (Welsh Government, 2015) both highlight the importance of children learning via practical, hands-on experiences. Research demonstrates that learning via play has had a significant positive method influence on children's development, language, and communication, with "play" being at the core of all learning. By the primary schools using play-based actives and all so ensuring they still have “adult directed structured tasks (Estyn, 2019).
The Foundation Phase, a crucial component of the curriculum, is based on the ideas of learning through play. Evidence shows that play-based learning is a potent tool. It can aid in the growth and extension of a child's language and communication abilities. Through play, they may express their creativity, learn about, and experiment with various materials, and predict the results of experiments. Additionally, it can support their growth in self-assurance, self-motivation, and self-control. Children may test their skills, show initiative, take chances, and make errors while playing without worrying about failing. Children develop their negotiating abilities and their ability to build relationships with their peers via play (Gov.Wales, 2017). 
[bookmark: _Int_Xr61MsYa]In 2006 The Play Work Principle indicated that “All children and young people need to play. The impulse to play is innate. Play is a biological, psychological, and social necessity, and is fundamental to the healthy development and wellbeing of individuals and communities.” Hamid (2018) believes that learning through play helps children understand the meaning and sense of the world they live in. Which will help them engage and discover it and help them to develop cognitively, socially, emotionally, and physically. According to (Hamid, 2018) Piaget believed that play was essential to a child's development of intellect. According to his idea of play, a child's surroundings and play should support continued linguistic and cognitive growth as they become older.
Donaldson report (2015) explains that division of the curriculum into major stages and phases is no longer applicable. The report goes on to clarify that progression steps, each of which includes a variety of Achievement goals, should be used to teach learning. The progression steps should be put in place to track and offer space for children who may develop skills a lot slower or faster than others, it is for each child's individual needs rather than age or year group; it should be seen as a child's ‘Road map’ to their ability and needs. Donaldson (2015) furthermore implies that the only way the new curriculum will work I if teachers must be professional judgement and competence while choosing the best teaching strategies, remembering the objectives of the curriculum, challenging kids and to be the best versions of themselves.
(Estyn, 2011) Although there are currently no data on measured outcomes to assist determine impact, the Foundation Phase has had a beneficial influence on children's wellbeing and, in most schools, five to six-year-olds do well. The Foundation Phase methods are assisting in many schools in enhancing student motivation and attitudes toward learning. Active learning methodologies one that include boys more directly are advantageous to them. However, the new curriculum does offer a lot more play-based activities and encourages children learning at their own paste, making it through their individual needs. (Estyn, 2011)
According to chief inspector Ann Keane, "there is evidence to demonstrate that the foundation phase is having a beneficial influence on both the wellbeing and success of primary school students (BBC, 2011). The (BBC. 2011) explained Rhodri Morgan resigned as Welsh Labour leader in 2009, he hailed the foundation phase as one of his greatest achievements during his time in government. After the report took had taken place primary schools around Wales that they are going to work alongside Estyn to ensure that they are up to standard. A child development evaluation will identify each kid's requirements as they go into the foundation phase based on this term. A legislative national literacy framework that outlines the development anticipated of children aged five to fifteen is also being planned, as well as a national reading exam to ensure that fewer students fall behind (BBC, 2011).
In (2014 Donaldson) went to 60 different schools across Wales which included; nursery's, primary schools, secondary schools, special need schools and many more. He and his colleges went to each individual school and spoke to both young children, parents, and caregivers to ask for their opinions. After speaking to them he noticed that lots of positive things were mentioned about; foundation phase, LNF (national literacy and numeracy framework, ways of learning and many more. (Donaldson, 2015) furthermore explained what teachers and children had to say about the old curriculum, one thing that children and young people said was that the curriculum ‘is out-dated) more to do with technology-based skills. (UNICEF, 1989) states children have the freedom to openly express their thoughts on matters that concern them. Children should be listened to and taken seriously by adults. This shows that (Donaldson, 2015) and his colleges have taken good interest into a child's voice.
[bookmark: _Int_c0bZE1Wc] The new curriculum has four main purposes of learning to enable, four goals which for all children and adolescents to be: aspiring, competent students who are open to learning throughout their lives. People with initiative and originality who are prepared to participate fully in both life and work. ethical, knowledgeable individuals who are prepared to represent Wales and the rest of the globe. After analysing the (Donaldsons, 2015) report it suggest having more easier assessments rules as well as more stronger roles to support assessments. 
(EEF, 2021) Play and early learning outcomes are positively correlated, despite the limited and patchy evidence supporting play-based learning. Studies of play with a quantitative component indicate that play-based learning strategies enhance learning results by around five more months. Which suggests that play based learning is influencing their progression. 
When researching there are a lot are things that the foundation phase has given children however the inspectors are noticing that some five- to six-year-olds are not learning enough because they are not being challenged enough (BBC, 2011). They furthermore explain Estyn's findings on reading and writing in some schools, according to the Welsh Government, were "obviously not acceptable" (BBC, 2011).
[bookmark: _Int_20B6orEP]The need for improved staff training, not only to support staff, teaching assistants, or early practitioners, but also to have a significant influence on the kids, is one of the main points in the final report evaluation document. This report demonstrates that not all staff members received foundation phase training; some of them looked to be new hires. After looking at the report and recommendations there certainly needs to be followed up on staff training.
Section 2
People frequently ask, “what is unique child?” every infant is an individual who is always growing and has the potential to be tenacious, competent, confident, and self-assured. (Short fact, 2020) also agree with this; what this suggests is that each child is their own person and they each have their own individual learning needs and adults need to ensure the child embraces that. Which (Early years matters, 2022) says that babies and young children develop at their own rates and in their own unique ways in all areas of development. Individuals and communities are valued when they are included, and no kid or family is treated unfairly. Although young children are delicate, when adults look out for their welfare, they are kept safe and grow to be resilient. Children's emotional, mental, social, environmental, and spiritual health are all closely related to their physical health. Children can feel vulnerable while they are being special. This is when resilience is created, and people around them can step in to defend their welfare if required. (Porter, 2021) agrees with this she explains that each child matures differently and at their own peace's, she furthermore explains that it makes sense that parents' and carers' methods should never adhere to the "one-size-fits-all" philosophy. Instead, abilities must be refined to meet the specific demands of the child in issue. This makes learning more enjoyable and makes it possible for the youngster to be a part of the bigger picture.
The best way to encourage the unique child is to make sure early years practitioners or any adult that is working alongside a child are Sharing critical details about a child's cultural background, linguistic abilities, and social skills as well as evaluations, progress reports, and learning journeys as soon as possible says (Patel, n.d). They furthermore explain the role of the adult is to make sure kids learn autonomous self-care techniques so they can cope in an environment with fewer carers. 
The (FPP, 2015) Foundation phase profile is an assessment which is a tool for evaluation that coordinates evaluation from the time of entrance until the completion of the Foundation Phase. The Profile, which was declared official starting in September 2015, was created as a national evaluation of all kids to provide a baseline within the first six weeks of admission into the Reception Year.

(Parten M.B, 1932) initially noted the six phases of play that kids experience between birth and age five. Although her theory is coming close to one hundred years ago, the six stages of play development still stand in the twenty first century. (Parten M.B, 1932) created the observations to be able to help the ability to observe children helped child practitioners understand where they were in the process and what to expect from them as they grew older. The six stages of play are Unoccupied which is between the age zero to three months old; which could be an infant shaking a rattle while holding it or moving about in their crib while holding on to their own feet. The second stage is solitary play which is between three months to two and half years old; this stage is when a child is playing more alone with toys rather than interacting with other infants even if they are nearby. The third stage is onlooker stage which is two and half year to three and a half years, this is when they start to notice the other infants around them. You may start seeing them watching what other children are doing without interaction, they will start listening to their peers' conversations, at this stage they are becoming more aware of their surroundings. You could note that kids exhibit spectator play behaviour while also engaging in the parallel play stage. Children will play side by side with the same toys or materials in this situation, but they will not actively play together. They could be playing home or doing some painting together, but they will not talk to one another. An infant will transition into associative play which is between three to four years, they have finished the stage of parallel play. Although they are still not playing together in the traditional sense, at this period, children start to interact more. A playground where kids could be climbing comparable equipment and occasionally chit-chatting with one another is a nice illustration of this. When a child is four years old, they start to play in groups and become more interested with other kids. Together, they will play the same game while assigning each other roles at certain points. In general, cooperative play will help kids learn communication and develop bonds with others around them. However, cooperative play should still be supported by adults who can mediate if there are any conflicts (Hywood, 2022).
Foundation phase does support the unique child as it ensures that each individual child form relationships with themselves and others around them (Gov.Wales, 2018). The foundation phase is put in place to encourage children who they want to be and find their sense of self-worth, personal moral principles, and understanding of their cultural identity in a varied, multicultural community (Gov.Wales, 2018).
The foundation phase profile (FFP) has had an impact on children as it helps track the progress of each child. The profile's major goal is to offer a baseline evaluation that is comparable throughout the country to the results at phase's conclusion. The profile helps practitioners deliver a developmentally appropriate curriculum for all children by utilising observations and formative evaluations. The profile was created to align with assessments made by medical experts and aid in the early detection of potential developmental delays. This will guarantee that children who require assistance receive it (Gov.Wales, 2018). However, children are being assessed by their age rather than progression steps.
 There are many ways you can assess children; you can observe them by watching there play how they interact with things in the classroom. By observing and assessing children we will be able to be aware of what they know and what they can do. Adults watch kids play for a variety of reasons. to comprehend what each youngster knows and is capable of. To comprehend each child's interests and preferred learning style to properly assist their learning and growth. To assist in general planning and provision. To adapt his methods and interactive techniques to the requirements of the child to best assist their learning and growth. To better connect theory and practise to comprehend how kids learn.

Section 3 Blog- Understanding the advantages of outdoor learning is crucial for those who look after children.

As an early childhood professional, I have often questioned why a certain proportion of my peers and the parents of the kids in my care never think about the possibilities that exist outdoors that may help the kids in their care in a variety of ways. It is so important that adults caring for children understand the impact it has on children learning. Children study their surroundings using all their senses since the outdoor environment is multi-sensory. (Williams, 2023) explains that the outdoors is such a circuital part of a child's learning. As somethings children benefit from cannot be done in the indoors for example, she explains children have the chance to meaningfully study and explore many kinds of objects, as well as seasonal changes, when they are outside.
There are so many benefits to outdoor play; It is beneficial for the body, mind, and social interactions to study and play outside. Children with sensory sensitivities are stimulated and encouraged to explore all their senses when they have access to outdoor play areas. Gross and fine motor abilities are both developed in good play environments (Homan, 2018). 
Children nowadays do not have the independence that their grandparents did, and they are far less likely to be able to play outside unless their parents are close by, keeping a close eye on them in case of accidents. The digital environment in which we live makes matters worse since it causes kids to enter kindergarten and even reception knowing how to use technology but being unable to ride a tricycle or climb even the smallest climbing frame.
The various advantages outdoor learning may have on a child's development are highlighted in the Foundation Phase Outdoor Learning guide (2009). These advantages include the fact that exercise is good for both the body and the mind. Along with the chances to interact with nature directly, peer problem-solving, and social growth. The intention to develop healthy, self-assured individuals prepared to lead satisfying lives as respected members of society is mentioned in The Four Purposes of the Foundation Phase (2008). The outdoors offers several opportunities for kids to flourish in developing into strong, self-assured adults.
[bookmark: _Int_wObp5RSd]Due to our society's growing sedentary habits, it is more important than ever for children to get outside and learn. They thrive when given the opportunity to learn more about their surroundings via engaging in fun interactions throughout the year since they are naturally interested and motivated learners. A range of natural materials that offer real experiences open a world of investigative, innovative, and creative STEAM possibilities. Through a range of experiences and outdoor learning activities, this interactive, hands-on learning may engage the full body and mind. Each kid may rediscover their fascinations, schema, and dispositions thanks to the opportunity for amazement and wonder that outdoor learning fosters (Solly, 2022). (Turner, 2015) explain that the outdoor learning environment is the best for children as it lets the brain to create and develop itself. Outdoor play provides a secure environment where an infant may experiment with new ideas and acquire a variety of abilities essential for adult life.
The outdoors may help kids develop all the skills listed in the New Curriculum for Wales (2022), including creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, personal effectiveness, planning, and organisation. The outdoors may help kids develop moral character by teaching them to be nice to the environment, take care of living things, and understand sustainability.
For the parents and teachers out there seeking for things to do with their kids, open your door, go outdoors, and let them breathe fresh air, kick a football, or climb a tree since the opportunities and advantages are unlimited. Give kids experiences they will remember far more than completing a worksheet while cooped up inside by relying on the data that is unambiguously stated in the Foundation Phase (2009) outdoor learning manual.
Outdoor play is combined with lots of advantages, first-hand experiences, sensory experiences, fun, realising what is around us (natural objects). In the 20th century you do not see many children outdoors playing in parks with friends, most children speak to each other over game consoles, tablets, iPad etc. When researching, according to Hillman et al. (1990), the percentage of kids who were permitted to go outside alone dropped by 50% between 1971 and 1990. More recent studies show that Prisk (2016) done a surveyed 10 different countries, evidence showed that the U.K just under half of the children spend less than thirty minutes outside a day, furthermore, shows that one out of five children do not go outside at all.
As an early year's practitioner and care giver of a child we need to ensure they are exploring the outdoors. In her "Little Book of Outdoor Play," Featherstone (2001), highlights the importance of encouraging adults who organise activities, offer kids the space they need to explore, and encourage learning and growth via sensitive conversation. Overall, I deeply believe that if you are an adult role in a child's life you need to make sure your encouraging outdoor play, even if it is raining do not keep a child indoors just ensure they have the correct clothing for example; waterproof coat, waterproof trousers, wellies etc. A child should be able to experience the different weathers its nature and its natural it will do them the world of good.
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