People who have been convicted of crimes are often labelled as “criminals” or “ex-cons.” This label can hinder their reintegration into society, making it difficult to find employment or housing, and can lead to further deviant behaviour due to social exclusion.

1. Petty Theft
· Scenario: A teenager is caught stealing a small item from a local store. Despite it being their first offense, they are labelled as a “thief” by the community and law enforcement.
· How could the label of “thief” affect the teenager’s behaviour and self-identity?
· How might this label influence the teenager’s future interactions with the community and law enforcement?
· What alternative approaches could be taken to address the behaviour without labelling?



2. Drug Possession
· Scenario: A young adult is arrested for possessing a small amount of illegal drugs. They are labelled as a “drug addict” by the media and their social circle.
· How could the label of “drug addict” impact the individual’s relationships and opportunities?
· What societal attitudes contributed to this label?
· How did the media’s portrayal influence public perception and the individual’s self-esteem?
· What measures could be taken to support the individual and reduce the stigma associated with drug possession?



3. Vandalism
· Scenario: A group of teenagers is caught vandalising public property. They are labelled as “yobs” by the local authorities and community members.
· How could the label of “yobs” affect the teenagers’ behaviour and interactions with others?
· How might this label influence the teenagers’ future behaviour and opportunities?
· What interventions could help prevent the teenagers from internalising this label and engaging in further deviant behaviour?


4. Domestic Violence
· Scenario: A person is accused of domestic violence and is labelled as an “abuser” by their partner, family, and community.
· How could the label of “abuser” affect the individual’s relationships and self-identity?
· How might this label influence the individual’s future behaviour and interactions?
· What support systems and interventions could be implemented to address the behaviour and reduce the stigma?



5. Gang Involvement
· Scenario: A young person is suspected of being involved in gang activities and is labelled as a “gang member” by the police and community.
· How does the label of “gang member” impact the individual’s behaviour and interactions with others?
· What strategies could be used to support the individual and prevent further gang involvement?

