Chapter Four: Analysis of Results
4:1 Introduction
The aim of my survey was to address the gap in research by exploring the extent of crimes caused by people under the influence of substances and how much difference the initiatives aimed at lowering substance abuse and crime levels have made. My literature review showed a strong link between substance misuse and crime, however little information showing what helps to prevent this. As discussed in my methodology, I created an online questionnaire on Google Forms and recruited both police officers and partner agency workers to participate in my survey. I received 30 responses and developed a good understanding and detailed knowledge in this area. The main objective within this chapter will be to analyse and discuss the findings from my survey. 
4:2 Respondents 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: 1. What is your current job role?. Number of responses: 30 responses.]Firstly, it was important to ask respondents what their job role was in order to understand what position they had and to see if there would be a difference in their dealings with people under the influence of substances. I received 15 responses from police officers and 17 from partner agency workers and this allowed me to develop a good understanding of if their role differenced their opinion. 
Figure 1
Similarly, I asked respondent’s how many years of service they had in their current role in order to establish if this had an effect on their dealings with people under the influence committing crimes. 60% of individuals had more than four years in service, showing a strong representative from experienced staff. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: 2. How many years of experience do you have in your current role?. Number of responses: 30 responses.]





Figure 2
4:3 The effect substance misuse has on crime
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: 3. To what extent do you believe alcohol misuse contributes to criminal behaviour?. Number of responses: 30 responses.]I asked respondents to what extent did they believe drugs and alcohol misuse contributes to criminal behaviour to see if they had a connection. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: 4. To what extent do you believe drug misuse contributes to criminal behaviour in your area?. Number of responses: 30 responses.]Figure 3
Figure 4
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: 8.. How often do you encounter individuals whose offending behaviour appears linked to substance misuse?. Number of responses: 30 responses.]As shown above, over 80% of respondents believe that both alcohol and drug misuse contribute to criminal behaviour to a ‘large’ or ‘very large extent.’ I asked respondents how often they encounter individuals whose offending appears linked to substance misuse, as it was important to ensure that their opinion is based on their experience, as 60% stated that they deal with offending caused by substance misuse ‘very frequently.’  This links with my literature review, that substance misuse and crime are intertwined as responses have proven that people do agree with this based of their experience of dealings with crime caused by substance misuse. 





Figure 5
4:4 Types of offences linked with drug and alcohol misuse 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: 5. Which type of offences are most commonly linked with alcohol misuse in your experience? (select all that apply). Number of responses: 30 responses.]Respondents were asked which types of offences are linked with both drug and alcohol misuse to establish a connection. Participants were asked to select all options that applied allowing my results to reflect strongly on their experiences. When considering alcohol misuse, 93% stated that it’s connected to violent crime and 83% linked it with domestic crime. This supports the literature review, where Parker and Auerhahn (1998) stated violent crimes and domestic incidents are strongly linked to alcohol consumption. 






Figure 6
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: 6. Which type of offences are most commonly linked with drug misuse in your experience? (select all that apply). Number of responses: 30 responses.]When asked about the types of offences linked with drug misuse, 86% selected violent crime and 70% said domestic crime. This differs from my literature review, where Fergusson and Horwood, 2002) stated that cannabis use is rarely linked with violent offences. My results have shown that more participants believe drug misuse influences theft offences due to 53% selecting this in the drug question, but only 1 person stated that alcohol misuse has an impact on thefts/burglaries. Over 60% of participants stated that both drugs and alcohol misuse has an impact on public order offences and more people stated that driving offences are caused by alcohol misuse than drug misuse. 
Figure 7

4:5 Why does substance misuse effect crime?
Most participants stated that substance misuse effects crime as people’s judgement is impaired whilst under the influence and so they believe they are capable of getting away with their actions. Some suggest that domestic violence incidents are heightened with when substances are consumed as people made rational decisions that can lead to impulsive, aggressive or risky behaviour. They stated that people can easily buy drugs and alcohol which causes them to become addicted which has a massive impact on their behaviour. Other respondents stated people commit crimes like thefts for financial gain to then fund their drug habits and to pay off their drug debts, which supports literature review findings of Bennett et al (2003) who suggests drug users commit crime to fund their substances. 


4:6 Effectiveness of partner agencies 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: 9. How effective do you believe partner agencies are in addressing substance misuse-related crime?. Number of responses: 30 responses.]




Figure 8

73% of participants stated that partner agencies were ‘effective’ in addressing substance misuse-related crime, with 26% stating ‘not effective.’  When asked what sources of support an intervention have been most effective in helping to reduce substance misuse and crime, multiple participants stated multi-agency collaboration, along with local drug and alcohol services such as GDAS which is a service in Gwent, helping to reduce harm (Your Newport, 2025). The literature review suggested that youth offending services help prevent offending and re-offending in children which is supported with my responses as they have stated that targeted intervention with specific age groups helps reduce substance misuse and crime. 
4:7 Challenges in addressing drug and alcohol related crime 
Participants were asked their opinion on the main challenges in addressing drug and alcohol related crime and over 70% stated that low engagement and resistance to want to receive support was the main barrier. Many stated that substances are far easier to get access too than support for people’s habits and so it’s easier to take them to feel a ‘high’ rather than coming to terms with the fact that they need support. Others stated support staff don’t really understand their needs and so are unable to support them in a way which they need, and that not enough support is offered to help individuals. Some respondents stated that within young people, without addressing the risk and consequences substance misuse can bring they are easily influenced by their peers and so consume drugs, unaware of the risks this can have on their future. 
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