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In the field of entrepreneurship scholars reach a consensus that  entrepreneurship could promote economic growth and job creation. However, there are diverging views toward how to motivate people to choose set up a new business. Paul d. Reynolds argued that social contexts affect individuals’s entrepreneurial decision from the sociological approach. Individuals who has appropriate education background, are at proper life or work career stage, in industries where they see opportunities, participate in a wide range of social networks are more likely to set up a new business. In addition, Reynolds suggested that societal characteristics also play an important role in the emergence of entrepreneurial activities. In particular, government policies stimulate entrepreneurial growth ( Reynolds, 1992).
Mark Casson (1982)argued that entrepreneurship is a result of conducive economic conditions. Some economic factors that will improve or hinder entrepreneurial activities are identified, including taxation policy, industrial policy, easy availability of raw materials, easy access to finance on favorable terms, access to information about market conditions, availability of technology and infrastructure, marketing opportunities. The two approaches both indicate that government policy is a significant factor of affecting the level of entrepreneurial activities in a country. Empirical research on university students’ entrepreneurial intentions provides evidence that supporting policies have positive impact on individual’ entrepreneurial attitude ( Peng et al., 2012). Further, a entrepreneurial decision framework is put forward by Lu and Tao (2010) based on empirical analysis, institutional environment and individual attributes determine people’s entrepreneurial decision together. Government policies could improve the institutional environment, thus improving the level of entrepreneurial activities. Therefore, it is no doubt that government policies have great effect on entrepreneurial actives.
But there is debate about what is effective policies. Government policies encourage certain types of entrepreneurial activities, while they discourage other types of actives in the same time. Government’s influence is not always desirable as a result of steering entrepreneurs toward generating socioeconomic externalities (Minniti, 2008). In the same way, the effectiveness of different types of government policies remains to be assessed. Government policies need to be tailored to specific social and economic setting of certain region (Wagner & Sternberg, 2004) .
The following sections will provide brief survey of five contrasting countries’ policies on entrepreneurship and then critically review their policies based on current entrepreneurial theories.
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The Brazilian government has made some strides in public policy for entrepreneurship. There are two initiatives that aims to support startups are widely appreciated：Small Entrepreneur-which makes small firms being formal contractors legitimate; and Simple National-a unified tax collection initiative for entrepreneurs and small business owners (Booker, 2013). Additionally, Brazilian Innovation Agency was created by government to sponsor those programs aiding financially innovative new businesses (Wilsoncenter, 2018). Innovative businesses are what most economies are encouraging and put efforts on because the quality of new business formation affects significantly economic development(Wong, Ho, and Autio 2005). Scholars (Shane 2009) suggested that innovative new businesses are engine of economic development rather than general businesses under the assumption that these innovative businesses has great growth potential and will be competitive in the future. Therefore it is not surprising that fostering innovation-driven has been the focus of all countries over the world. Furthermore, the Grow Without Fear program sanctioned in 2016 has simplified procedures of starting and operating a small business and bettered conditions for small businesses. Inflation rate and interest rate have decreased because of some measures taken by government (BrazilGovNews, 2017). Entrepreneurs will benefit a lot from lower inflation and interest rate.
In spite of the government’s recent efforts, Brazil’s Ease of Doing Business rank is 125 in the World Bank’s “Doing Business 2017” report (World Bank Group, 2017). Issues of scarcity of investors, bureaucracy, hiring difficulties, high taxes still obviously exist in Brazil (Booker, 2013). Although enough venture capital and investors seem to make start a new business easier, venture capital actually accounts for only a small fraction of financing to entrepreneurship (Bygrave & Quill, 2007). In addition, empirical evidences show that entrepreneurial activities could attract new venture capital but the reverse is not true (Kreft and Sobel, 2005). Thus, to improve the overall level of entrepreneurial activities in a country policies of attracting new venture funding might not be helpful. Corruption and bureaucracy are pervasive in Brazilian government and there is evidence that institutional inefficiency brings about low investment (Mauro, 1995). Because of complex businesses procedures such as business registration and tax accounting, transaction cost is improved. The government agents discourage potential entrepreneurs’ initiatives by limiting access to government funds and licenses. Similarly, high profit tax will discourage entrepreneurship (Takii, 2008). After pointing out challenges to starting a new business in Brazil the government’s agenda on encouraging entrepreneurship could be identities. 
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Now entrepreneurial environment is improving due to the proposal of mass entrepreneurship and innovation. Mass entrepreneurship and innovation was first put forward by Premier Li in 2014. Then mass entrepreneurship and innovation drew great attention from the public and became one of national strategy. Along with it are deepening reform and policy support for entrepreneurship. 
The State Council promulgated 《the Opinions on Several Policies and Measures for Advancing Mass Entrepreneurship and Innovation》in 2015 (Dangjian, 2015). 30 policies and measures provide more support for entrepreneurs nationwide. The opinions establishes 30 policy measures covering nine aspects of the policies, funds, industries, and the environment that entrepreneurs face. The government will simplify management procedures. It will be much easier to  registry business or cancel registration. In addition,  market entry barriers will be significantly reduced, especially for sectors like education. Incubating companies and incubators enjoy tax benefits. China will enrich venture financing approaches and expand financing channels for start-ups. Government venture capital funds will be established. China also actively promotes intellectual property transactions and accelerate the establishment of a national public service platform for intellectual property operations. The mechanisms for the rapid protection of intellectual property rights will be improved and the period for reviewing rights and handling infringements will be shortened (Xinhuanet, 2015). 
Measures will be taken to encourage foreign professionals to live and work in China. And those who start a new business in China can also enjoy relational preferential policies. Entrepreneurship education and entrepreneurial quality education will be incorporated into the national education system. China will institutionalize and systemize entrepreneurship education and training in the whole society and accelerate the establishment of entrepreneurship courses and strengthen the establishment of practical entrepreneurship training system (Xu, 2017).
Due to government’s incentives, Chinese think that the institutional environment for entrepreneurship is quite favorable (Gupta et al., 2014). In Chinese society there seem to be a entrepreneurship culture. However, barriers to entry Chinese market is relatively high compared with other developed countries. Empirical evidences show that costly regulations discourage individuals to create new firms in this country, especially for those high-entry industries (Klapper et al., 2006). Government regulations should be reduced to release potential of innovative activities and entrepreneurship. Also, less regulations will be conducive to attract foreign talents to start their firms in China.
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America has one of the best entrepreneurial ecosystems in the world. To develop entrepreneurship, create job and boost economy American government provides policies support in four main aspects (Ncsl, 2013). First, through a series of measures to facilitate access to capital. State policymakers develop a wide kinds of ways to facilitate access to venture capital.  Some states invest directly in industries that they think have great growth potential but overlooked by capitalists. In other cases, states participate in several programs and attract insurance companies to invest for start-ups. Investing in private venture capital companies or equity funds committed to investing in qualified enterprises is another way of leveraging states funds to develop entrepreneurship. However, tax incentives are the most common method for states to promote private investment in entrepreneurs. 
Secondly, State policies of start-up procedures are simplified. States established one-stop service centers to simplify the start-up process, such as business licensing and registration. These centers aims to render entrepreneurs complete all business registration and licensing procedures at one on one location which can be physical or online. New president is getting rid of the redundancy and duplication that waste time and money of entrepreneurs with the withdrawal or delay of 1,579 planned regulatory actions (The White House, 2017).
In addition, entrepreneurs can be helped to understand and obey the state regulations which usually be complex and hard to understand. To help businesses through the regulatory maze, some states creates official Small Business Advocate Office to provide information and answer questions for small business owners about state regulations. Some states will release official public document explaining the impact on small business before proposing a new regulation.
Thirdly, state create a variety of policies that help foster a culture of entrepreneurship. To foster a culture of entrepreneurship which will help develop innovative new businesses, policymakers adopted many strategies including:
• Integrating entrepreneurship into state economic development efforts
• Promoting technology development
• Developing networks of entrepreneurs
• Offering recognition and awards to successful entrepreneurs.
Another important aspect the government is focusing on is protecting entrepreneurs in US. America is advocating for free and open markets and meanwhile is negotiating a strong trade deal that protects U.S. businesses (Smith and Kalil, 2015). On one hand, it help local businesses to expand exports. On the other hand, it is protecting local businesses through rewriting rules of trade (The White House, 2016). In addition, government is providing strong intellectual property protections which are associated with the levels of innovation and entrepreneurship of one country. (4) Without strong protections for intellectual property, a country can not thrive. Initiative and motivation of entrepreneurs will subside. The United States ranks first for the fifth consecutive year according to data from the Global Intellectual Property Center (McLaughlin, 2017). 
Obviously, America is the heaven for entrepreneurs owing to its free market and quite favorable government policies. Now American government is trying to restrict the movement of international business through increased tariff. These barriers to free trade are actually costly and hinder the development of entrepreneurial sector (Jones, 2007). Jones argued that entrepreneurs in an economy spent o global competition are easier to find out new market.
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In 2009, the Egyptian government launched the "National Youth Employment Plan", which plans to invest 17 billion Egyptian pounds in the next five years to support young people in achieving employment through various means and increase the youth employment rate. The plan regards supporting youth entrepreneurship as an important content, and proposes that youth entrepreneurship is one of the best ways to solve the employment problem of young people in Egypt. It can not only solve the youth employment problem, but also improve the international competitiveness of Egyptian youth. It is a national revitalization of Egypt. And the important link of sustained economic development. The plan will focus on technical education and vocational training for unemployed young people and plans to provide vocational training courses for 1 million students. In addition, the project will also establish five technology centers and five business incubators in the next five years to provide technical support for youth entrepreneurship (The Next Silicon Valley, 2016).
In addition, the Egyptian government actively guides college graduates to participate in social welfare projects. The land area of ​​Egypt is about 1 million square kilometers, but only 5% of the area is inhabited. The government encourages young graduates to participate in projects such as the development of green surroundings and the construction of industrial cities, and provides middle and small-scale project loans for graduates willing to engage in land improvement and agricultural production. At present, about 50,000 university graduates have found job opportunities or have started their own businesses from the greening projects in the agriculture and land improvement departments. In addition, in order to solve the problem of young entrepreneurs’ product sales, the Egyptian government organizes “Youth Fairs” every year (Sherif, 2014). Incubators and accelerators such as Endeavour Egypt, Flat 6 Labs, and Egyptian Junior Business are active agents and provide some important examples of start-ups and SMEs in Egypt (European Training Foundation, 2015).
In November 2016, the Center for Technological Innovation and Entrepreneurship initiated the “Innovation Cluster District Plan” in Alexandria, and soon established another innovation cluster area in the New Assiut Technology Park in southern Egypt (EgyptInnovate, 2016). These clustered regions work together with important academic institutions and private companies to promote the development of information and communication technologies in different parts of Egypt. Egyptian entrepreneurial accelerator Flat6labs also said that the establishment of the cluster area in southern Egypt is likely to join. In Suez City, projects such as Khaleeha Suessi that promote entrepreneurship and innovation in different industries are gradually increasing. From solar energy to recycling, these projects have come into being (Tci-network, 2010). The Egyptian government continues to improve its service level, strengthens its support for entrepreneurship and science and technology, and recently integrated social development funds, industrial modernization centers, industrial training councils, and technology and innovation councils, and established the SME Development Authority. And the Ministry of Industry (Vithani, 2017).
The government’s series of measures have also increased the confidence and enthusiasm of Egyptian in entrepreneurship. According to data from Global Entrepreneurship Monitor, entrepreneurial intention rate in Egypt is much higher compared with regional average level and global average level. Similarly, Egyptians perceive more opportunities than other Middle Eastern countries (GEM, 2017). There is recognition and confidence in the government's policy of encouraging more youth to create more job opportunities through entrepreneurship. For the government's work efficiency in supporting entrepreneurship, the degree of recognition of Egyptian youth has also shown an upward trend. In addition, the proportion of young people who have the will to start their own business is also among the top countries in the Middle East (Dougherty, 2016).
Despite progress in the entrepreneurial ecosystem, there are still challenges for entrepreneurs in Egypt. First, government has invest lots of money in high-tech industry and need to pay more attention to other sectors to encourage innovative businesses so that the quality of configuration of businesses can be improved. Second, because of deteriorating education system Egypt faces the challenges of scarcity of skilled and well-educated employees. Also, the percentage of entrepreneurs who have high education qualifications only reaches 14%. The corresponding figures in poorer countries such as Zambia and Botswana are higher than that of Egypt. Further, female in Egypt has a very high rate of participation in high education, but it is shown that Egypt is at the second place out of 62 countries when it come to the scarcity of female employees. This will limit the capability of creating job opportunities (Mostafa, 2016).
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Portugal experienced a hard time when the 2008 global recession came as a major disaster for Portugal. However, However, the economic downturn is also a double-edged sword because it stimulates more and more young people to choose to take risks and start their own company. Faced with the rising unemployment rate, those young entrepreneurs have begun to look for inspiration in the real world. They explore the needs of the market and come up with creative solutions. Portuguese find that entrepreneurship help them out of the financial crisis.
To help their civics set up new businesses, the government offers some incentives including reduced tax rates for startups and reductions in red tape (Fentiman-Hall, 2017). There is a national strategy- Startup Portugal, which aims to promote and support local entrepreneurship. This strategy also expects to attract international talent to set up their businesses in Portugal (Nascimento, 2016). From January 2nd, 2018, the Portuguese Entrepreneurship Visa Scheme came into force. The strategy includes a series of policies for entrepreneurship such as matching funds with venture capital funds and momentum programme (Castro, 2016). In addition, government is deepening reforms toward innovation which encompasses four dimensions addressing human resources, institutions, innovation systems and regional economic development (Innovation Policy Platform, 2016).
At city level, Lisbon also makes efforts to encourage entrepreneurs to start a new business in the city. The measures it implements include reduced tax rate for new businesses. The minimum tax rate can be 7.5%. In the same time, maximum tax deductions for investments reaches 20%. Business procedures are simplified which could be completed online and red rape has been reduced to encourage entrepreneurship. Also, administrators of the city try to ease access to office space through releasing disused municipal space.  A few years ago when the Mayor of Lisbon was asked by a local accelerator about easing access to office space he simply handed over 30 year leases for disused municipal buildings. João Vasconcelos is one of the key startup advocates in Lisbon. He is former head of Startup Lisboa and now is  secretary of industry within the Portuguese government (Butcher, 2017). Entrepreneurship policies are increasing at state, regional, city level in line with Storey’s study (2003). Like what Lisbon do, these specific initiatives responding to local needs may be effective in encouraging entrepreneurship and innovation (Jacobides, Knudsen, & Augier, 2006).
In this environment, the emergence of local Portuguese start-up companies has also stimulated the growth of the country's GDP. After years of economic recession, the GDP growth of Portugal was 0.9% in 2014.
Similar to many other countries, Portugal has just put emphasis on high-tech entrepreneurship rather than other types of entrepreneurship (Ávila and Amorim, 2014). Policies should not be confined to specific industries or firms, not even those with potential high growth. In addition, policymakers are recommended to work with financial institutions towards easing access to credit (Sarmento et al., 2013).

[bookmark: _Toc7]3.0 Conclusion
It is clear that entrepreneurship has attract attention of the public and governments of each countries. Governments all make efforts to incentive entrepreneurs through supportive policies which are specific to regional or country environment. But all these countries could improve their business environment further, even America having the most favorable entrepreneurial setting. Although this is not a exhaustive review，the report indeed gives clues of improving government policies. Governments also need to assess their policy to find policy impediments as such a assessment will lead to better understanding on policy mix to encourage entrepreneurial activities in given regions (Dennis Jr, 2011).
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