Screen printing with Mordants before dyeing with natural dyes (this is a printing method, you can also pre or post mordant cloth and mordant during the dyeing process too).

Mordants: are substances (natural or chemical) that work with both cloth and dye to help fix the colour to the dyed cloth.  
Types of Mordants: Copper Sulphate, Aluminium Sulphate, Ferrous Sulphate, Staghorn Sumac Leaves, Oak Galls, Rhubarb Leaves to name a few.

We are printing with Aluminium Sulphate (Alum) and Ferrous Sulphate (Iron)during the session.
As a rule, Aluminium Sulphate will create brighter and cleaner colours.
As a rule, Ferrous Sulphate will create darker more sombre colours.

Recipe
Pre-made thickener: Made on request 
· 20gms Guar Gum
· 1000mls Warm water 

Mordants are added to the pre-made thickener in varying amounts.
For our session today we are using the following ratios.
· 90gms Guar Gum thickener – 10gms mordant or for half the amount 45/5
· 70gms Guar Gum thickener – 30gms mordant or for half the amount 35/15

Natural dye is suitable for use on all natural fibres (cellulose and protein fibres) 

Visual reference to aid your printing…follow this so that you end up with 16 pieces of printed cloth. You will need to split it like this 4 of each silk, wool, linen & cotton.  Ensure that you label each print (top and bottom)…see my samples (this will aid the recording of your notes for your technical folder and for you to repeat the process independently). 
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