




The Importance of Study Skills
in Higher Education

BMPL4012

Ellis William John Rees

11/01/24




























Table of Contents

Introduction …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 1

Referencing ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 1

Critical Thinking ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 2

The Power of Reflection …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 2

Academic Misconduct …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 3

Conclusion ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 4






































Introduction

Study skills are generally understood to be an effective and important tool to enhance the efficiency and proficiency of academic writing. As listed by Mingos (2008) this is done through the increase of knowledge surrounding such skills as time management, active learning, planning and understanding, all being useful skills that are used throughout academic studies and higher education. It should also be better understood and noted that skills developed such as those listed by Professor Michael Mingos (2008) are an extremely important tool in higher education, especially in developing the techniques required for higher quality essay writing, increasing knowledge on the topic and for decreasing time spent on study, improving time consumption by offering method.


Referencing

An important skill that is required for academic writing is that of referencing, something that is frequently cited by universities as a way to give acknowledgment and contribution to an authors work who for one reason or another fits in with the topic that is being written.
This is backed up by the University of New South Wales (2023), who clearly emphasises how student essay writing that includes the work of an authors academic writing must give appropriate credit with regards to the words that are borrowed. Giving respect to the intellectual property of the author.
This is also clearly to avoid plagiarism, or the theft of another person’s work, by giving proper reference and credit. This also helps to ensure credibility, or that the work and words that are presented are based on fact not fiction. Not only can this relate to the facts presented but can also be interpreted as the website or author that is used, being able to judge the suitability and trustworthiness of what is being said and by who.
As well as this, according to Neville (2010) referencing is a way to transmit knowledge, and to give practical ease to view and engage the original source of its knowledge, or in their own words “tracing the origin of ideas”.

It should be noted that referencing does just apply to that of scholar sources, but can in fact refer to every source of information or any idea from anything, and as stated by the University of New South Wales (2023) includes:

· Online websites
· Newspapers
· Magazines
· Books
· Journal articles
· Online forums
· Documentaries
· Advertisements

The need for referencing comes from the use of words, information and facts previously written by a different author, it does not matter where the information is presented, it still needs to be referenced.







Critical Thinking

Critical thinking is essential for academic learning and is an extremely important study skill. This is simply because critical thinking is the challenging of perceived knowledge, it is the questioning of information and thought, which is very important with regards to the creation of academic writing as it is critical thinking that will make the author question and challenge what they have written. 
An important piece of historical writing that perfectly describes critical thinking is that of Glaser (1942) who states how critical thinking is the recognition of problems, the ability to find workable solutions to those problems and to understand and use language with precision, awareness, and clarity to interpret data.
A lack of critical thinking is something that would negatively impact the grade of a piece of academic work, this is because critical thinking not only applies to the that of understanding and questioning information but also according to TSCFM (2023) applies to:

· Enhancing problem solving
· Stimulates creativity
· Improves decision making
· Enhances problem solving ability
· Polishes creativity

All these points are critical to the structure, success and suitability of an essay, especially with regards to critical thinking. The lack of critical thinking leads to the lack of creativity and a lack of suitability.
Using creative thinking can, as implied by Wooll (2022) help show emotional intelligence by demonstrating thinking skills clearly and rationally. This is also to say that the use of critical thinking can help the essay preform better by introducing a much clearer narrative by presenting skills such as that of problem solving, proving intelligence on subject matter.
Wooll (2022) also suggests that the use of critical thinking with regards to problem solving and thinking skills can also help mitigate bias by presenting all the information and considering other view points.

The Power of Reflection

The Cambridge Dictionary sets the meaning of reflection as a “Serious and Careful Thought”, it is an influential factor that shapes the perception towards something, it is a way to self review work before work before submission for example.
Bailey (2022) states that reflection is simply the act of learning, looking back and contemplating behaviour and its consequences, while also stating that taking a moment to examine how things turned out, what was effective, what was ineffective, what could be done and what couldn’t. Reflection, especially that of self reflection requires courage as it requires you to criticise and evaluate your own work, questioning what was written, why it was written and if it could be written better.
Reflection doesn’t just refer to pieces of academic writing, as it can be used in a to identify habit in a social setting, for example using reflection as a way to review if certain actions performed during the day were rightful or not, this could heavily apply to roles such as that of the Police who would use reflection on a daily basis to distinguish between lawful, rightful and unrightful actions.
This is why reflection in academic writing is so important, it’s because reflection relates heavily to the outside world and in the world of work.

Academic Misconduct

Academic Misconduct is a serious wrongdoing that affects the fairness of grades, validity of facts, the integrity and respect of the pupil and academic writing. It is something that as described by Swansea University happens when someone intentionally gives them self a distinct advantage over others by using the work of others, which is referred to as plagiarism, being one of many examples of academic misconduct.

Other examples provided by Swansea University include:

· Commissioning
· Paraphrase and Grammar Software
· Collusion
· Breach of Exam Rules
· Falsification

Commissioning
Commissioning is essentially the act of purchasing prewritten or newly written work. 

Paraphrase and Grammar Software
Software that is accessible online that has the ability to change the words of anything so that it appears self written or self paraphrased. This could lead to plagiarism if the original source isn’t quoted.

Collusion
Collusion occurs typically when groups of peers convene to produce ideas and thoughts that will then be presented as their own. This then leads to the same idea being shared on each different piece of academic writing, leading to thoughts of plagiarism and or cheating (if in an exam setting).

Breach of Exam Rules
In an exam setting, there exists a list of rules and regulations that are set out to make the conditions as fair and as practical as possible, the act of breaching such rules will result in the disqualification of the exam paper. Such rules consist of not communicating with others during the exam, the use of unauthorised materials and presenting false information and evidence of “special circumstances” to the exam board.

Falsification
Falsification is simply the act of falsifying information that has been collected and analysed from others, typically done to give reason and more credibility to the academic writing.


All of these are examples of academic misconduct and have the ability to result in punishment or even expulsion. It is important to avoid such acts during university as it can damage future education and even employment.




Conclusion

The importance of study skills in higher education cannot be understated, as it is extremely important to ensure pupils and their peers understand what is expected of them during their time in university. The proper understanding of referencing is crucial as to avoid blatant plagiarism, which as explained damages the credibility and integrity of the academic writing while also risking misconduct. The explanation of key skills such as that of critical thinking alongside that of reflection are important for the expansion of knowledge and understanding as well as the knowledge of academic misconduct so that its avoidance is on the minds of the learners.
All of these is what makes the importance of study skills clear and crucial to the development of learning during higher education.
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