DBA Pilot Study Proposal – Headings

1. Working Title - Clear, focused
2. Introduction and Background - Organisational / industry context, Problem statement, Rationale for the study and Practice relevance (DBA focus)
3. Research Problem and Justification - Clear articulation of the problem, Why this issue matters now, Gap in current research and/or practice & Justification for this research.
4. Aim and Objectives of the Pilot Study - Overall research aim and 3–5 specific objectives aligned to the pilot
5. Research Questions - 2–4 exploratory research questions
6. Preliminary Literature Review - Key theories, models, and concepts, Summary of relevant empirical studies, Identification of gaps & How literature informs the pilot focus
7. Research Design and Methodology - Research Approach and Philosophy, Research Strategy (Qualitative / Quantitative / Mixed), Sampling Strategy and Access, Data Collection Methods, Data Analysis Approach
8. Ethical Considerations - Ethical risks and mitigation, Informed consent, Confidentiality and anonymity & Data protection and storage
9. Expected Contribution of the Pilot Study - Contribution to practice, Contribution to theory (exploratory) & Methodological learning for the main study
10. Limitations of the Pilot Study - Scope and scale limitations, Sample size considerations, Transferability rather than generalisability
12. Project Plan and Timeline - Key stages of the pilot, Indicative timeline & Data collection and analysis milestones
13. References - Key academic and practitioner sources



