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Legal Issues – Fire Safety in the Hotel Industry

Hotels and large buildings that house residents are considered high fire risk venues. It is important that these businesses consider the many factors and risks that can contribute to intentional and accidental fires. There is various legislation that covers fire safety in the hotel industry and the main documents that covers this legislation are; 
· Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005
· Health and Safety (Safety Signs and Signals Regulations) 1996
· Furniture and Furnishings (Fire Safety) Regulations 1988/1989, 1993 and 2010
The legislation listed above acts as guides for owners and managers of hotels. They are legal documents that ensure the buildings in the hotel industry maintain high levels of fire safety and hold high levels of accountability. 
According to FireSafe.org, There are 5 key principles to fire risks:
1. Carelessly discarded smoking materials
2. Electrical Appliances
3. Kitchens
4. Store rooms 
5. Tradespeople
The website also goes on to say that, “Arson is the single most common cause of fire in business premises and 45% of all serious fires are a result of arson”. Therefore it is incredibly important that hotels have strict policies in place regarding reservations. A strict reservation and record of person entries in to all building allows hotels to ensure they know exactly who is in the building and also how to act on acts of arson. In addition to attendance records of residents and visitors, hotels should utilise surveillance to ensure they can monitor participant activities but also gain evidence of untoward behaviour. 
https://www.firesafe.org.uk/fire-safety-in-hotels-boarding-houses-and-like-premises
As stated by Sadiq Kahn MP, the hotel industry has responsibility under law to carry out fire risk assessments. These risk assessments help hotels identify risks in the workplace, these could be things like kettles or overheating cables. The hotels can then identify the likelihood of those fires being ignited. 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/11085/payingguests

The hotel industry relies heavily on the regular housekeeping of their premises to prevent accidental fire. The Health and Safety Executive state that hotels should, “avoid build-up of rubbish, dust or grease that could start a fire or make one worse”. 
Fire safety (hse.gov.uk)
Finally, Churches Fire who have stated updated advice on legislation say that building over 18 metres in height must have floor plans and building plans. They also go on to say that there should be wayfinding signage. 
Fire Safety (England) Regulations Update 2023 (churchesfire.com)
Conclusion
Fire safety in the hotel industry in very serious given the numbers of people in one building. They are very important as accidental fire is very common in hotels across the international stage. 
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