Evaluate what are the advantages of community policing in preventing terrorism and supporting counter terrorism. 

This report paper will examine the advantages of community police in preventing terrorism and supporting counter terrorism. Community policing can play a significant role in preventing terrorism and supporting counter terrorism by working together and sharing information between law enforcement agencies (Gill, 2000). To accurately answer this research question, it will be essential to analyse the specifics of this policy compared to ‘regular’ policing to determine how each type of policing works and its effects on terrorism. 
Community policing is defined as a “a philosophy and strategy that prioritises building positive relationships between police officers and members of local communities” (Signori et al., 2023). One of the biggest advantages of using community policing is the relationship that is built between the community and the police. This is a massive advantage for the police force as the biggest tool for any organisation is intelligence, which relationships with local communities will provide when trust is built between officers and citizens (Wells and Gibson, 2017). By creating trustworthy relationships with the community, the chance of them sharing vital information increases which in turn can be used as a comparison against already known intelligence that the police hold to verify evidence or piece together clues for an investigation (James, 2016). This could save the police force time and money meaning more terrorist threats will be stopped (Thomas, 2014). 
As well as enhanced intelligence gathering, building trust with the local community allows the police to detect terror plans and prevent them at a higher rate than without this help. When it comes to acts of terrorism, it is always better to detect and prevent terrorist events pre-emptively instead of relying on reactionary responses as indicated by the UK counter-terrorism ‘PREVENT’ strategy, as discussed by Elshimi (2017). A tip off gained about suspicious behaviour of a local individual, followed up on by the police, can be the difference between an attack happening or not (White, 2017). Community policing and enhanced intelligence gathering is the number one tool the state uses against terrorists, and it can be extremely useful for profiling the individuals charged with these crimes (Horgan, 2005). Between March 2017 and December 2021, 32 terrorist attacks were pre-emptively stopped and the suspects were arrested before any innocent people were harmed and 188 suspects were arrested for terrorism in 2021 alone (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2021).
Community policing, as well as building trust, also helps the police to understand the nuances of the multicultural nature of the UK. Since the end of colonial times, and more so the end of WW2, the UK has become an ever-growing multicultural nation (Ashcroft et al., 2017). Due to tribalist thinking dating back to humanities hunter-gather days, it is common for humans to struggle to understand people who do not look, act or speak the same way as them (Clark et al., 2019). This is especially true for people from different cultural backgrounds. Left unchecked, this can result in cultural tensions and mistrust between communities. Community policing softens this issue, as discussed by Michael Brogden (2002), as it allows both police officers and community members to better understand each other due to increased frequency of interactions. By interacting often, a deeper connection is created, and a better understanding of different cultures develops over time. More trust between police and the community will lead to an increase of intelligence sharing and therefore allow the police to better protect the community from crimes (Brogden, 2002). In terms of preventing terrorism, unity between cultures is especially important due to the nature of modern terrorists who are largely politically and religiously motivated and de-humanise their victims as part of their extremism (Höflinger, 2020). If the police better understand people and their cultural and political ideologies, and the people vulnerable to extremist thinking understand the police better, then the chance of someone acting violently against the state decreases as both parties see each other as human and resilience against extremist ideology is built (Höflinger, 2020).
[bookmark: _Hlk164443888]In the past few decades, digital policing has become an even bigger aspect of community policing which involves using digital systems such as CCTV and monitoring social media platforms to profile and identify potential suspects or individuals vulnerable to extremist ideas. CCTV has been used in public spaces for multiple decades but usually only in high traffic areas such as city centres (Gill et al., 2005). More recently, CCTV has been set up in more community-based areas to act as a deterrent for local businesses and make communities feel more protected; CCTV acts as a deterrent for all types of crime as criminals know they are being always watched; this has reduced crime rate in areas with CCTV by 13% on average (College of Policing, 2015). Digital community policing on social media is more of a proactive method than a deterrent and simply involves officers scrolling through social media profiles to identify and create a profile on any potential terrorists (Pelzer, 2018). For example, if someone is suspected of being involved in a terrorist plot, the police can use social media profiles linked to the suspect to gain additional intelligence and cross refence what they have learnt from the local community to identify how much of a threat they are (Pelzer, 2018). Finally, online services such a police funded apps are now available which allow people to anomalously report suspicious activity to the police without having to fear for their personal safety (Adderley et al., 2001).
In conclusion, community policing is a useful tool for the police to use to stop acts of terrorism for several reasons that largely fit into the idea that personal relationships between police officers and the local community leads to increased intelligence about terrorist activity (Reisig et al., 2014).By creating a deeper understanding between the police and community, the community starts being seen as a complex network of individuals who can help officers, and officers start being seen as humans trying to do their jobs rather than tools of the state. This means interaction between the two groups becomes easier. Community policing, including CCTV, online surveillance and modern police techniques, such as apps, will allow the police force to identify potential terrorists and spot the warning signs of an area or individual that is vulnerable to extremist thinking which allows pro-active measures to be taken more easily (Weisburd et al., 2019). 
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