
The topic of knife crime is one of the biggest, and scariest crimes in the UK, this is due to the severity of it but also the fact that the age of people who are getting involved in this is so young. For me the main reason to choose this as my topic of research for my dissertation is due to my interest in the matter. I have always been interested in the news since i was a child growing up and when i became more aware and as i was growing up knife crime was the biggest crime in the news. Unfortunately, this topic is still very prevalent today but is not as prevalent in the news. I would like to find out the main cause and the extent of knife crime in the UK, but I also want to research and find out what is currently being done to help these people involved and if there is anything you can do to reduce the number of crimes. this topic is worthy of my time and research because has always been a big and troubling topic for the police in the last ten years and is not getting any better; however, it is becoming less and less shown in the media. Due to the impact of the corona virus my research tells me that in the last five years crime offences with shape and bladed objects has risen by eighty percent and is reaching the highest it has been since nineteen forty-six (Epidemiol N, 2022). Comparing the data between the rise of knife crime in the UK now and in the 1950s shows that it's always been around, however, in the early 1950s is when the teddy boys went round with knifes and cause ugly brutalities which hijacked the news and was all of newspapers (Hughes F, 2019). From my research I also now understand that the 1953 Prevention of Crimes Act was brought in. Gov.uk (2022) tells the reader that under section 1 of the Prevention of Crime Act it is illegal to carry round a sharply bladed instrument without lawful excuse. 

The aim of my research is to find out the root causes of knife crime in the UK and how prevalent it is and to do this my research will be done by researching three main elements and objectives. 

Objective 1 : how long has the UK struggled with Knife crime and what are the first big milestones? 
Although the media portrays that knife crime is an up-and-coming crime the UK Newspaper Archive, (2023) published data and statistics on the amount of newspaper articles that had been published in the 1950s and had the word stabbed in them. In 1950 alone there were seven thousand seven hundred and ninety-six cases of stabbings which proves to the reader that knife crime has always been around and is not a recent or fairly new crime, however due to the media and the severity of some of the crimes it has had an outburst in the media.

Objective 2 :  How prevalent is Knife crime in the United Kingdom, and where are the hotspot areas of this crime. 
Knife crime has always been prevalent in gang culture in the United Kingdom; however, this is still a huge problem, despite receiving less media coverage. In 2022 the ONS published data on knife crime it showed that there were 45,000 offences involving knives or sharp instruments and this is excluding the Greater Manchester Police Force (House of Commons, 2022). This now shows that Knife crime is still a huge part of UK policing however you do not see it in the media anymore as it is seen to be not as important as most other crimes. Linking back to my question, my research found that Knife crime is still prevalent in the UK.

Objective 3 :  What is being done to stop Knife crime in the UK.
With the problem of Knife crime, the public have been asking for the police and the government to do something to help younger children to get out of the violence and stop them from going any further. The police brought in an Act to help people.  The Offences Weapons Act was introduced in 2019 to deal with the misuse of firearms or corrosive substances but also was put into place to tackle the Knife crime epidemic. Under the Offensive Weapon Act 2019, the police introduced Knife Crime Prevention Orders (KCPOs). This is where the police use the orders to work with children over the age of 12 who are carrying knives or at risk of serious violence (Norton, 2021). This shows that the police are actively trying to help the younger generations from falling into the route of knife crime and violence. This then helps the police build relationships in the community with high levels of Knife crime.

As a researcher I will also be doing a questionnaire for people to voluntarily answer to help me have a wider and better understanding of the topic. The type of research I am going to do is qualitative, which is research which has non numerical data, and I will include quantitative data, this is when the data can be used and has numerical value. the reason for this is because I will have better knowledge of people's opinions, but I can work out percentages from my numerical data. The target audience of my research and survey will be mostly people between the ages and the reasoning behind this is because this is mostly the age range of people who will be affected by this type of crime. 10% of my survey will be asked to people aged 25-35, so i can find out if the people who are not directly affected by this, still understand how big of a crime this is and how serious it can be. The type of questions I will be asking is; Have you ever experienced Knife crime or know someone who has experienced it? This is because my research will show that Knife crime hotspots are in places which are densely populated, and my research will more than likely be participants who are in Swansea.


