Student Number: 2015711
History and Theory 2 Exam
Question 1:
Imagine that you have won a RIBA Award for a building that you designed, but which the client changed throughout the build process. You feel that the building is no longer your original design. What are your emotions about winning the award? (25 marks available)

RIBA Awards
The RIBA gives out a large number or awards annually for a range of categories including regional awards for buildings, the converted Stirling prize for the best building that year according to the panel of judges and even an award for the client of the year. Many of the winners of these awards in the past has benefited greatly from the additional press and national recognition for their work assisting them greatly in finding future work.

Is it still your building with client changes?
In any building process working with a client the design will change and involve from initial ideas and sketches into the final finished building. However, in this case you would ask yourself, would the design be the same without your influence, and in almost every case the answer would be no as even with many client and brief changes key ideas and feature will still travel through both the design and construction phases into the final award winning building.

What are the benefits of winning architectural awards for a practice?
There would be a few main benefits from winning an award from the RIBA, these do however depend on the type of building alongside other benefits which are for the practice and the client. For example, the Tintagel Castle Footbridge which won an RIBA Southwest Award in 2021 which is part of a tourist attraction for which visitors must pay entry. Anyone wanting to visit the structure after seeing its award and nomination for the Stirling prize will have to give money to the client. Similarly for a residential property such as House on the Hill which won the RIBA House of the Year in 2021 the client would possibly financially gain from renting or future sale of the property with the assisting accolade of the RIBA award. 
Benefits for the architect and practice would come in the form of advertisement for future work, possible clients any just want to work with an award-winning practice or like the style of the work which won the award. The later benefits from an increase in work will be both financial and crucial to expanding the business if it was wanted and giving future clients more trust and working with you.
There has been some research in Singapore done analysing the prices buildings with architectural awards in comparison to those with no awards and the same buildings before they received any awards. The data comes from a journal called Regional Science and Urban Economics and carries out the statistical analysis for the economic return of architectural awards.

Question 1 (continued):
The final results of this study was a 5.4% premium on the buildings with awards and this was confirmed to be from the fame associated with the award and orthogonal to how the building actually looks and its aesthetics. This data was peer-reviewed however there may be some differences to how the awards are perceived in the UK compared to Singapore where the data was collected from. 
Although there are many positives to winning the award most listed above benefit the client ore than the actual architect and practice wo produced the building. There also may be negatives to the additional press including the general public not liking the buildings design or any embedded political issues which may arise during the process.
What are the emotions after winning the award?
Due to the many positives of winning the award my emotions would be overall positives but possibly a little apprehensive going forward as it comes with so much press and additional work. They may also be regrets experienced as the client changed the design and it may not be something I am completely proud and happy with that does win the award. There may also be other work that I have previously produced that was more my own and should have been recognised inn the awards process that have all been overlooked.
I think there may also be soe envy felt towards the client for experiencing more of the benefits possibly and forcing the changes on the building throughout the build process.





Question 2:
Consider the term ‘organic architecture’?  What is your understanding of this term, and does it have any relevance to architecture today? Discuss (25 marks available)

The origins of organic architecture
The term ‘organic architecture’ was first used in an article written by Frank Llyod Wright for the Architectural Record. However, Louis Sullivan, Frank Lloyd wright’s mentor and former boss was the first to use the phrase which he defined organic as growth, development, form, and function. His main idea behind his architecture is that for always follows function like in nature.
Fig.1 Guaranty Building, Adler & Sullivan, Buffalo, USA 1894 - 1896[image: ]

In the Guaranty Building by Louis Sullivan shown above you can see how he uses the idea that form always follows function with the practical sized windows evenly dispersed along a straight line on the wall serving the function of the wall. The form is then added in the highly decorated terracotta ornamentation inspired by flowers, seed pods and tree branches at the top of the building.
In the book New Organic Architecture: The Breaking Wave by David Pearson he uses the initial phrase and develops it into ‘Form follows flow’ when taking about more fluid building and sculpture such as Frank Lloyd Wright’s Guggenheim Museum, New York.
Frank Lloyd Wright developed his own ideas and interpretation of the phrase organic architecture, he understood the ideas behind Japanese architecture with its demand for unity, harmony, and simplicity alongside its respect for nature. You can see how each of these elements is used in his work over the years.
A few techniques he developed from the background of the Japanese architecture and working with louis Sullivan include the respect of the landscape and just using the building as a frame for the natural environment around it.

Question 2 (Continued):

[image: ]Fig.2 Falling water, Frank Lloyd Wright, United States, 1935 - 1936

The horizontal lines and clean surfaces in Falling water are influenced by the Japanese architectural style and serve as a contrast between the structure and the softer more natural surroundings. The building respects the landscape without being to small and hiding within in allowing itself to disappear, this work alongside the landscape and they work as a team each accentuating the other.

Does organic architecture have any relevance today?
Organic architecture today is almost synonymous with sustainable and green architecture with the prevalent links with nature helping combine the two. Biomimicry is another phase used today which has very similar meanings to organic architecture, but the output is of a much more modern design.
Biomimicry has been used al over the world in recent years in many types and style of building such as The Beijing National Stadium, the Eden Project, and the Grekin. However, the way in which the natural elements are portrayed have changed, they have become much sleeker and simplistic in these and perhaps less literal than in the highly decorated Guaranty building by Louis Sullivan.
This doesn’t however mean they are any less a form of organic architecture it is just that the way architects interpret the phrase organic architecture has just changed and evolved into a more relevant form that is still heavily used today.

Is all architecture in some way organic?
When looking at the phrase organic architecture there is always a large amount of personal interpretation. In my opinion anything can be classified as organic architecture as it has been produced by human’s who have evolved naturally and organically over thousands of years to then produce the buildings. I also feel some people and architects just perceive organic architecture as a sort of mud hut and something more handmade like The Sculpture House by Jacques Gillet in 1962.

Question 4:
As an architectural student, what do you think about the two UK Channel 4 television programmes, Grand Designs and Amazing Spaces? Discuss (25 marks available)

The presenters
Kevin McCloud MBE has been the presenter for Grand Designs for 22 series and since the show began. His background in not in architecture but in theatre design however over the years he has become a well-respected member of the architecture community and a symbol of architecture to the general public.
George Clark is a qualified architect who has been the presenter for Amazing Spaces since 2012 and have completed 10 Series in total. He focuses more on smaller projects and self builds inn bot this show and the others he presents.

The similarities
The two shows share a number or similarities the first being the link to architecture and construction, the second being the reason I think the two shows are so popular is the personal element given by having the owner input, more so in Grand Designs.
One of the things that I find interesting about the two shows however is they both don’t go into much depth about and involvement wit architects unless they are ‘Messing them around’ in grand designs causing delays in the project. Amazing spaces does however go into a little more design detail in the projects, but I don’t personally believe as many architects are involved with the projects seen on the show.

The differences
Grand designs follows families all the way through the build and focuses on all of the setbacks, costs, and construction issues they face during the process. In my opinion as an architecture student they don’t show the process in a very good light and only mention the architects when they are complaining about them. the families do get a rather large amount of praise at the end of the project too, in some cases they deserve this but in others they haven’t done any of the work, the construction company and architect have.
Amazing spaces only focuses on the finished part of the project, and we occasionally get to see soe of the building process on the show but not in as much depth as grand designs. The focus is also a lot more on the builds themselves and how they function unlike in grand designs. The smaller builds are also more sustainable in our current climate and much more achievable for the average watcher and I think these elements help the design and the architecture in the film also be more achievable and understandable at the mush smaller stage.



Question 4 (Continued):
Conclusion
Both shows bring architecture to mainstream media however both could highlight the importance of the architecture and architect more when talking about the buildings. One thing both shows are doing write however is a large inclusion of sustainable design and materials which further communicates to the public the importance of sustainability within our homes and the construction sector. Finally, both tv shows use renovations as buildings for the show, but I still think they could do more to further inform the public that in terms of sustainability, renovation and repurpose is key.


Question 6:
a) Conservation /Restoration, b) renovation c) refurbishment? Discuss these ideas in terms of architectural philosophy when acting as an architect working with historic buildings? a) 9 marks, b) 8 marks and c) 8 marks available (total 25 marks available)

a)
Conservation: preservation and repair of archaeological, historical, and cultural sites and artefacts.
Restoration: the process of restoring a building, work of art, etc. to its original condition.
Like in the definition above both conservation and restoration include some form of repair being carried out on the building and in this case, it would be to get the building back looking like it was in its original condition. Conservation does however delve more into then preserving and original element and any repaired areas so they can stay in the same condition
In terms of the architectural philosophy when restoring and repairing historic buildings there are a few hurdles mostly in terms of regulatory bodies and planning as these cannot approve of any other repairs needed or make request for materials used for the repairs, e.g., it has to be the same stone as the original walls or not double-glazing units can be used.
Another issue that could arise during a restoration project could be not having enough data or imagery to have known what each element of the original structure would have looked like.

b)
Renovation: the act or process of repairing and painting an old building, piece of furniture, etc. so that it is in good condition again
Renovation is a bit more fluid in the sense it doesn’t specify that the repaired area or new area has to look like the original, so in this case the architect would have perhaps more creative freedom in making the building into something interesting for the client. This would however run into more problems when applying for planning permission as there may be objects to any changes that don’t look identical to the original building.
This however can be seen as a better way to live in historic buildings as the architect involved in the project can create more usable spaces as well as make the building more accessible whilst still keeping the historic elements of the structure. 







Question 6 (Continued):
c)
Refurbishment: the act or process of cleaning and decorating a room, building, etc. in order to make it more attractive, more useful, etc. 
Refurbishment is probably the least invasive of the three sections with more decorative elements being added to and replaced whilst still keeping the existing structure, similar to conservation and restoration tis would be more in keeping with the buildings original style and features. When working as an architect for a refurbishment project the philosophy would be more in keeping with the building original style.
One challenge for a refurbishment however would be introducing new elements in areas that may need in such as light switches and light fixtures as well as plugs which would all need to be integrated into the ordinal walls with as little damage to the original property as possible.
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