[bookmark: _Int_YKBqcbGi]For this assignment we were given the task of compiling a field journal of our experience of this module. Including what we have learned from these experiences. Therefore, in this journal I will be giving my recounting of the experience as I remember it, my thoughts, and feelings of the experience and what I have learned from it along with what could have made the experience more educational and or more impactful. 
[bookmark: _Int_BvjjnbaO][bookmark: _Int_0PvLjDLA][bookmark: _Int_epdmGLt4][bookmark: _Int_ruWhjcpH][bookmark: _Int_6Fs1a4Qg][bookmark: _Int_BR2iypxg][bookmark: _Int_8BkYV0fr][bookmark: _Int_OeEl1Uvt]Firstly, we were introduced to virtual learning. Virtual learning is the new tools introduced in the modern age to help give a new form of teaching and learning to the educational world. These new tools include VR and the immersive room. They give the viewer the opportunity to step into spaces they might not get the ability to go into in the real world. Weather that be different countries, restricted areas and in our case historical sites that might not even be around in the current day. For instance, the class first got access to the VR headset despite me not being present for this experience I heard that this experience was quite an enjoyable and unexpected event for all present. From what I heard from others in the class they had been introduced to the Ann Frank house. They had described this experience as quite a surreal and enjoyable time in this experimental assignment. Where they claimed they got a personal individual experience of this historical monument. They claimed to enjoy the sensory experience they got from feeling like the only person at a time in this house along with getting the spacial sensation of being able the visualise themselves in the rooms of the house. That they were able to see the textures, colours, and closeness of the area. They claimed it could provide quite a new form of learning for those with disabilities who might struggle with sensory lacking paperwork. Including having the ability to hold the attention span of the younger generation and get them excited and intrigued by history. However, there were instances of this of there being issues with this method of learning. A good example of the issues of this method of learning being one of the students' experiences of managing to escape Ann franks house and managing to accidentally fall into places such as the international space station, an office room and space itself. From there the experience seemed to get side tracked from there. This sets up the argument for this kind of technology lacking in some area specifically regarding education. Where one could make the argument that with this technology being so overly sensory it could potentially become distracting from the objective of some assignments and students, particularly young students can become easily side tracked by the endless possibilities of this technology they could veer away from the overall goal of the project. Secondly, referring back to the “personal” experience of the technology this poses an interesting challenge to the technology being introduced to students that being that. Young students are vital to introduce interpersonal skills along side teamwork. However, with such technology being readily accessible to them this could hinder those crucial interpersonal skills by being so separated from others during the experience. You could easily come to the conclusion that it would be difficult for them to balance the experience and being able to properly connect with others during the experience especially during an early age.
[bookmark: _Int_qYuGjRRe][bookmark: _Int_wZuiURn5]Secondly, we had been introduced to the immersive room. The immersive room was a large screen lined room which you could stand within and be able to see a place, PowerPoint presentation and or map on a surrounding screen. I had fortunately been able to get to take part in this experience first hand with my accompanying students. Our first experience with this technology was getting to see how other students of different studies have used the room for their research and study. Such as a documentary film maker, an escape room for teaching and learning students, a Welsh historian, and a pitch for a Welsh theme park. Me and other students found the room truly immersive however quite a few of them had leaned towards the VR experience with their opinions. Stating that the VR experience was far more immersive and realistic compared to the immersive room. However, me and some others expressed the opinion that this has more potential to appeal and not hinder a far broader audience with less distraction and more potential for interaction and interpersonal connections to be made. As compared to the disconnect with others when using the VR headset. Overall, me and my fellow students did not have much to comment on of the experience at the time feeling as if the room explained itself quite effectively.
[bookmark: _Int_nn93xPZT][bookmark: _Int_20EjT7Od][bookmark: _Int_1eFJRUET][bookmark: _Int_vDSHjDxr][bookmark: _Int_D5tmM34O]Thirdly, we spent a large chunk of this module going on trips to various places such as the Carmarthenshire Archive, National Library of Wales, the Royal Commission, and a trip around Carmarthen. All these trips were to learn more about the Carmarthen area and its colourful history, architecture, and culture. Along with getting a greater understanding of Welsh history as a whole. With that established, one of pure first trips was to the Carmarthenshire archive. This trip was remarkably interesting to me personally due to the closeness we actually got to be to the objects of history themselves. This was the staple for me as a historian because it gave us a taste of what could be the largest part of our jobs as future historians. In this new exploration we got the opportunity to investigate the historical Carmarthen records. That includes land deeds, ownership of homes boats and trades including the ever-interesting criminal records. This criminal record I found the most intriguing as due to my casual interest in criminology especially social development history. Especially of which the criminal records could serve as a vital part of the area's history. Then we had an opportunity to look at historical maps of Carmarthenshire. Which give us the opportunity to explore what areas of Camarthen which we could use for our study. That is when I decided on the now former Penuel Baptist Chapel. From this experience I can say with confidence there is not much negative to say of this experience. As it was a perfect opportunity for students to experience the reality for some future historians and the possible jobs that a lot of us could be interested in the near future. Of which I greatly enjoyed the exposure and experience to a realistic day in the life of a true historian handling real and true primary sources.
[bookmark: _Int_RQjlk32L][bookmark: _Int_tDN7X5wx][bookmark: _Int_qX9dC5Pi][bookmark: _Int_nZdHBZQW][bookmark: _Int_QYkss1jf][bookmark: _Int_zUYeqUem][bookmark: _Int_Tl7Hvw1f]We then had the opportunity to go to the National Library of Wales. In this library we experienced so many different types of resources and artefacts. Some of which being various kinds of writings some letters, medieval manuscripts including some of the oldest evidence of ancient Welsh slate writing. Next, we got taken to what was called the Royal commission. Of which we learned that the royal commission is an office dedicated to the documenting of all architectural input into the Welsh landscape. Especially those regarding heritage sites of importance. In this area we were shown a large number of historical items such as plans for architecture, some of the first evidence of film in wales and WWII plane photography of the ground below. This was another great opportunity to learn of potential job opportunities for us going forward. Also, an interpersonal experience as a group to personally engage with the past and learn in person from professionals in the field on the periods displayed and how to interact with said historical pieces. However, there was one criticism I hold towards the not so memorable start of the tour which had been dedicated to discussing how to access the library’s website. Which I felt disengaging and setting a tone of boredom upon entering the new environment. This is because it went on for effectively half an hour and we all shared similar sentiments in the discussion of the tour. Though overall the experience was that of quite a positive one.
[bookmark: _Int_NsOZQ1hB][bookmark: _Int_mLZVsDwh][bookmark: _Int_6itTpZyc][bookmark: _Int_QYBogViX][bookmark: _Int_IL2I8TXx][bookmark: _Int_D1IEXZ9E][bookmark: _Int_8sNiCFbS][bookmark: _Int_DTtevzG2]After that trip we had began our study of historiography. Historiography is the study of people’s interpretations of a historical event including how it is written and documented upon and by whom. To explore this topic, we had began looking at those who had studied and or had penned their interpretation of the Reformation. We were asked to research these different people’s backgrounds, professional backgrounds upbringing and or religious leanings. For my research I was given a man known as Eamon Duffy. A Catholic religious scholar specialising in his study of the religious side of the medieval world. Particularly through the lens of the Catholic faith. In terms of this part of the module, I am of the opinion it was a valuable opportunity to learn how valuable the interpretation of history actually is and that it was just as valuable as the actual telling of history. It allows us to take in other perspectives and opinions no matter where they are coming from or weather, they share our opinions or not. And as a want to be student of social development histories I truly adored this study whereas I felt others were more bored by this study I felt it was quite exciting and interesting to me as due to my specific interests of study I lean towards. And greatly enjoyed allowing my skill is researcher to shine in this side of the module.
[bookmark: _Int_H04odc6U][bookmark: _Int_YzUmcmub][bookmark: _Int_4IyjJXKE][bookmark: _Int_EVIwbqU9]Finally, we had planned to go on a trip around Carmarthenshire. The purpose of this trip was to encourage us to learn about our local area along with the development, culture and especially history of the area. Leading up to the trip we were asked to experiment using google maps. We had to select different landmarks of Carmarthen and in a group collaboration map, pinpoint them then add pictures and a description of the history of the selected place. The class seemed to rather enjoy this change in material and had a fun time playing with all the new features of this new technology and method. I found it rather relaxing and a change in pace of our typical paperback reading and writing. This also serves the purpose of teaching us to be more confident in using technology to aid us in our daily research for our work in history. We then were tasked with in our own time, compiling all of the research on our selected area. In my case I was tasked with doing research as said earlier in this work with conducting historical research on the Paranormal Museum of Carmarthen. Also known as the former Penuel Baptist Chapel. After we had compiled our research in our own time we were then taken to the various locations, we had conducted pure research on. We were taken to various locations such as the Picton monument, Saint David hospital, Merlin’s statue, the remains of a Roman monument. Then once in these areas we were individually asked to give a talk on what we had learned of our given location. I found this explanation profoundly fun and informative. For me personally it had made a large difference in my understanding of the interesting history behind a localised area. At first, I was apprehensive of my interest in this topic however, this experience greatly out shon my expectations. Others in the class also shared the same experience of having a sense of getting to know others in the class and the sense of teamwork behind this project as a whole. Overall, an inherently positive experience of learning more of this area we all collectively as a team have in common. It also expanded our knowledge on how far history can span as a subject weather that be in the form of history of the land, history of the people and or history of history itself.


