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Abstract
The aim of this dissertation is to research is to research whether or not the Police in the UK has improved information/ intelligence sharing with partner agencies since the tragic events of the Soham Murders in 2002. I will be conducting secondary research within my literature review as well as into how I decide my methodology to conduct my primary research. I will be conducting this secondary research to help form an indication or answer to my original question. The primary research will consist of analysis based on a survey which was disseminated amongst people who are/ have been employed in the role of a Police officer/ staff member. 
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Chapter 1: Introduction 
[bookmark: _Hlk194501094]This dissertation is written with the purpose of investigating and considering whether the Police service in England & Wales has improved in regard to information/ intelligence sharing in England & Wales since the Soham Murders

I will review how information was shared between Police prior to the murders and then aim to look at the changes that have been made to interforce and interservice information sharing since the murders took place. I will consider the publics view on the improvement since and the views of people who work in the Police as officers and staff. 

1.2 Background 
The Soham Murders occurred on August 4th 2002. The case relates to an incident whereby two schoolgirls, Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman went were killed by Ian Huntley, an adult caretaker in Soham. (Hainey, 2022).  Huntley worked at Soham Village College as a caretaker and his partner, Maxine Carr was a teaching assistant at the two girls’ school, St. Andrew’s Primary school. (Giordano, 2022). 
This case exposed major flaws in how Police and partner social agencies shared information/ intelligence across the United Kingdom. Namely, that Police forces and partner services were not sharing crucial information across the country regarding individuals, including offenders. Thus, when Ian Huntley moved to Soham, services including Cambridgeshire Police were not aware of his history which included allegations and investigations into serious sexual assaults (including on children) in a different force area, (Teale, 2022). Information and intelligence was not shared/ freely available nationally.(Community Care, 2004). 
Services including the Police and social services failed to share information and intelligence regarding allegations of Huntleys offending behaviour. (Demetriou, 2004). The overall vetting process failed to identify the pattern of behaviour from Ian Huntley and the risks he posed to children. This allowed him to be in a position where he would eventually murder Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman. (BBC, 2004)

1.3 Aims and Objectives
This dissertation aims to complete the following four objectives throughout the research, methodology and analysis of results: 
•	Objective 1:  to research and analyse studies, articles and literature which will evidence any improvements to Police and partner agencies information management strategies since the Soham Murders as well as material to the contrary.
•	Objective 2: To identify an appropriate research approach to improve mine and the readers understanding of if the Police have improved information between forces and partner agencies since the Soham Murders in 2002.
•	Objective 3: To analyse the data from my primary research survey to identify any improvements to information and intelligence between Police forces and partner agencies and consider examples to help evaluate the extent of the improvements”
•	Objective 4:  Review and analyse the results of the primary research and provide any recommendations which have been considered by the researcher as a result of the primary and secondary research.

1.4 Research Structure 
Chapter 1 consists of the background of this case and why it is a relevant topic to consider when researching areas of Policing. 
Chapter 2 demonstrates the research conducted into the failings of handling of information/ intelligence which caused the vetting catastrophe which eventually led to the Soham Murders as well as the impact it had on processes going forward.
Chapter 3 outlines the chosen methods for the researchers primary research and demonstrates the decision making which led to the primary research method chosen. 
Chapter 4 details the analysis of the data obtained through the researcher’s primary research survey and what the results suggest regarding the dissertation question. 
Chapter 5 questions the findings and discusses the outcome of the primary and secondary research to form a conclusion with the intentions of providing recommendations. 

Chapter 2: Literature Review
The objective of this chapter is to research and analyse studies, articles and literature which will evidence any improvements to Police and partner agencies information management strategies since the Soham Murders as well as material to the contrary. 
The Soham Murders refers to the tragic murders of Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman Huntley both aged 10. The perpetrator, Ian Huntley, who was 29 was able to secure a job as a caretaker at a college in Soham despite being investigated by Humberside Police and East Lincolnshire Social Services for various child sex offences. (Teale, 2022) I will consider any actual and intentional improvements made by Police and partner agencies to improve information sharing to improve the protection of vulnerable people, improve vetting standards and allow agencies including the Police to have a holistic knowledge of individuals. 

 2.1 The Soham Murders 

The Soham Murders took place in August 2002 in Soham. The Soham Murders refers to the abduction and murders of Holly Wells and Jesica Chapman both aged 10 who lived in Soham in England by the hands of Soham college caretaker Ian Huntley. This case stirred up massive media and public interest given the girls age and the fact that they were missing for about 13 days before their bodies were discovered near Lakenheath, Suffolk. Ian Huntley and Maxine Carr were not wanted by Police for this period of time until they were eventually arrested by Cambridgeshire Police in connection with the murders on the same day. On December 2003, Huntley was convicted of the murders of both Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman and Maxine Carr was convicted of perverting the course of justice. During the investigation by Cambridgeshire Police, it became further evident that there had been significant failings by Police to share information and collate information regarding Ian Huntley during the course of the investigation and also in regard to the vetting procedure as a result. (Flanagan, 2004) 

2.2 The Police and Services failings

After the conviction of Ian Huntley, The Birchard Inquiry (Birchard, 2004) was conducted in 2004. As part of the inquiry, it was revealed that whilst living in Grimsby, Ian Huntley came into contact with Humberside Police and/or social services in the area for a eleven separate criminal incidents between August 1995 and Jul1999. Nine of the incidents relating to sexual offences. Some of these related to intercourse with a 15-year-old girl and an allegation involving a thirteen year old girl. Among the allegations were those of rape and of indecent assault of an eleven-year-old girl. Many of these allegations were investigated by the Police. The rape allegation was given no further action by the Crown Prosecution Service due to inconsistencies in the victim’s account. Despite this concerning pattern of allegations regarding Ian Huntley, he still managed to eventually move to Soham with his partner, Maxine Carr and secure a job as a care taker at Soham College. (Dickson, 2003) Maxine Carr also managed to secure a teaching assistant job at the primary school where Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman attended. (Kindon, 2022). 
When applying for his job at Soham college, Huntley was required to complete a form which enabled them to conduct checks with the Police as to his suitability to work with children at the school. Ian Huntley used his mother’s maiden name ‘Nixon’ whilst applying for the job. This is considered one of the reasons Huntley was able to ‘slip through the net as despite Huntley having an extensive concerning criminal history with Humberside Police, Ian Huntley’s check came back with no trace from Cambridgeshire Police. It could be inferred that Cambridgeshire Police were not given and did not seek out any information from other forces, a poor situation which was further exacerbated by the fact that they were conducting checks on Ian Huntley based on the name ‘Ian Nixon’. (BBC,2004). 
The Birchard Inquiry found that the department who deals with vetting and records within Cambridgeshire Police was facing a number of internal administrative issues such as illness, disciplinary problems and with the department being short staffed. (Birchard, 2004). The system in 2002 which allowed Police to conduct vetting procedures and deal with requests was that which was facilitated using an ‘in tray’ system which was processed by different systems and staff to and moved on to different Police forces who had different systems themselves. (Lourie, 1997) It was apparent that these systems of handling data relating to individuals were open to mistakes and did not ensure that checks were carried out properly. 
Despite the vetting request from Soham College arriving at Cambridgeshire Police’s vetting department, they needed to obtain any details including regarding Huntleys past from Humberside Police. During the inquiry into the vetting procedure leading up to the Soham Murders, Cambridgeshire Police claimed that they had sent a fax to Humberside Police seeking a request to check their records. However, due to a glitch in the system at the time of the request, there was no way of confirming if Cambridgeshire Police ever sent the request or not. Sir Michael Birchard stated “I have also concluded that it is extremely unlikely that any fax was ever sent to Humberside Police requesting a check of their (Humberside’s) records.” (Birchard, 2004)

[bookmark: _Hlk194879581]

2.3 Limitations with Police intelligence & data systems

On the 9th December 2001, a check was made by the vetting department on Ian Huntley/ Dixon which returned no result. A check was also made on the Police National Computer (Home Office, 2014) during vetting but was based on the alias Ian Nixon and not Ian Huntley. However, even if the correct information had been added, it would not have come back with any information other than the burglary which was still being investigated as the Police National Computer (PNC) does not provide information which would include the sexual offence allegations based on the fact that Huntley had not been convicted of any of these and they were no longer being investigated. (Birchard, 2004) The Police National Computer only holds information such as personal descriptions, active bail conditions, convictions, wanted/ missing markers, custodial history, warning markers, driver records, cautions, reprimands and formal warnings. (Home Office, 2014). The allegations/ intelligence known to and held by social services & Police in Humberside about Huntley’s sexual offence history would not have been recorded or disclosed on PNC. Further to this, The Birchard Inquiry (2004) also revealed that Humberside never added Nixon as an alias for Ian Huntley which is one of the responsibilities of the Police under the codes of practice for PNC as in the interest of data quality. (College of Policing, 2022) Therefore, based on the limitations of PNC, and lack of national alternative in regard to softer intelligence at the time (Phythian et.al, 2022), this information would likely not have been disclosed to Police forces who conducted searches on Huntley, even if the details they had for him at the time of vetting were correct.  

[bookmark: _Hlk194879607]2.4 Criticism and Recommendations from Birchard Inquiry

The Soham Murders was a global news story and was heavily covered, putting a bigger spotlight on Police and services failings. (Greer, 2011). This would have exposed the lack of central intelligence system for forces across the UK and the opportunities for information to be lost or missed when shared between Police and partner agencies. What followed was the Inquiry conducted by Sir Michael Birchard now known as The Birchard Report. The Birchard Report was conducted to research and highlight the failings by Police & services which have been attributed factors which led to Holly Wells’ and Jessica Chapman’s murders by Ian Huntley in 2002. The inquiry consisted of 2,000 pages of evidence and 57 witnesses. The Report contained criticisms and recommendations for Cambridgeshire Police in relation to their data quality handling and their vetting procedures. Humberside Police received criticisms for losing records of Ian Huntleys past whilst residing in Grimsby and for failing to update PNC. The education authorities were criticised for not following up on Ian Huntleys references when applying for the job at Soham College. Finally, North East Lincolnshire Social Services received criticisms for failing to connect allegations they had received from different young girls regarding Ian Huntleys child sexual exploitative behaviour. (BBC, 2004). In regard to the social services handling of one of the complaints, Deputy director of the Grimsby’s local council’s childcare department, Martin Eadon said he that the social services’ handling of one of the allegations was “totally inadequate in every sense” during the Birchard report (Eadon, 2004). 
The Birchard Enquiry was ordered by the Home Secretary at the time, David Blunkett two days after the conviction of Ian Huntley and Maxine Carr with the intention of uncovering recommendations to ensure that such murders do not happen again. (Blunkett, 2004). There were recommendations for both childcare, education and social services. However, in relation to Police, the Birchard Enquiry suggested that there should be a nationalised system in England and Wales to centralise Police intelligence and not just the types of information stored on PNC as well as the proposed system called PLX system to be implemented by 2005. (Birchard, 2004) The PLX system is a national system which allows Police to see which forces have intelligence on individuals. (Legislation.gov, 2010) Birchard also made recommendations that PNC needed investment in regard in regard to it’s accessibility. Birchard (2004) also recommended that the PNC Code of Practice (Home Office, 2023) should be implemented as soon as possible and should reinforce better data management, dissemination and quality in line with the National Intelligence Model which was a national framework for Police handling of information and intelligence. (College of Policing, 2013). Birchard also set out specific scenarios where Police, vetting and social agencies should be leasing more. Examples of these are that where sexual offences are reported to social services, the police should be notified as soon as possible. Also, Birchard recommended that Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary should work with the Criminal Records Bureau to make vetting broader to cover Police intelligence databases. (Birchard, 2004). Based on the report, many of the failings which led to the murders were systematic failings and therefore, many of the recommendations were that which needed to be made on a national level to be effective. Whilst it is important to understand the spotlight that the Soham Murders placed on the flaws in data management and vetting standards in England & Wales, it is important to consider the fact that a lot of the modern vetting regime was already almost in place before the murders with the exception of the Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) and that the Soham Murders did not directly become the catalyst for systematic change but did hasten it and made it more scrutinised. (Baldwin, 2017)





2. 5 Changes since 2002
In 2011, the Police National Database (National Policing Improvement Agency, 2010) was created in 2011. It is a Police intelligence management system which allows the Police to collate and share intelligence between Police forces. It is an electronic system which is readily accessible for Police forces. The Police National database is national and allows all Police forces in England & Wales to access it. This intelligence is different from intelligence which can be found on PNC as it includes information on custody, domestic and child abuse records, intelligence pictures on offenders, property, locations and crime reports. (Phythian R. et.al, 2022)  With the Police National Database is a Code of Practice which sets out general principles. Some of these help protect the data quality and how it is used. Such as the fact that data is recorded, retained and audited. This is to protect the quality and security of the database to ensure there is no misuse. People eligible to use the Police National Database are also vetted to the standards of ACPO (National Association Chief Police Officers) to help ensure data security. (National Police Improvement Agency, 2010). The Police National database is credited as being the answer to the recommendation by Sir Michaeal Birchard to create a nationalised internet electronic database which would collate and record local police force intelligence and make it accessible to Police forces across England and Wales. The National Police Improvement Agency chief executive in 2011, Nick Gargan said “Many people will be surprised to know that the police service has not had this capability for many years. The good news is that the have it now”. (BBC, 2011) A study examining the capabilities of Police National Database and it’s value was conducted. The study acknowledged that that the Police National Database was a great step forward in terms of evidence led policing and it’s capabilities would help solve a number of types of criminality. It was also said that the PND would be a good stepping stone for any future intelligence based systems. The author also wrote “PND had transformed the intelligence process and met its remit in tackling terrorism, serious organized crime, and improving safeguarding.” (Phythian & Kirby , 2022)
Another national system which has been created since 2005 is Visor which stands for the violent and sex offender register which was completed in 2005. It was created as part of the Sexual Offences Act which required a national electronic register for violent and sexual offenders. Visor provides Police and probation with the ability to register, risk assess and manages, sex and violent offenders who have served more than 12 months in prison. This is an improvement on the process prior to the invention of Visor whereas intelligence on offenders were managed through local Police, social services and probation systems. This made it difficult to manage offenders nationally. Visor would also help collate information on registered and non registered offenders. Another positive is that Visor is linked to the Police National computer which helps allow for information ease of information searching for Police to help manage offenders. (Edwards, 2005)

 
2.6 Continued failings 
Despite clear improvements in intelligence management on the part of Police, there are still examples where Police have failed to connect the dots which could make people doubt the level of improvement. A high-profile example of failures to connect the dots despite improvements in systems is that of Wayne Couzens. In March 2021, Wayne Couzens, an at the time, Metropolitan Police Officer kidnapped, raped and murdered and fake arrested a Sarah Everard who was a lone female member of the public by using his warrant card for her to trust him whilst off duty. (BBC, 2021). Lady Elish Angiolini was tasked to publish a report for the Home Office on an inquiry as to Wayne Couzens was able to facilitate the murder of Sarah Everard. The first part of the report was published in February 2024 and reveals that whilst as a special constable in 2008, Couzens failed vetting with Kent Police to become a full police officer but did not pass his vetting due to being in large debt. However, was able to remain as a special constable. Two years later, Couzens applied for to be a full officer with the Civil Nuclear Constabulary with vetting conducted by Thames Valley Police, who recommended he not pass due to his finances but this was ignored by the constabulary. In 2015, Couzens was reported to Kent Police for alleged indecent exposure in his car. Couzens was not convicted. However, the incident was added to the PND. Despite this, Couzens passed vetting when applying to Metropolitan Police in 2018. In 2020, a female cyclist reported indecent exposure, but the case was closed. Couzens was charged for this after being convicted of murder a year later. In 2021, prior to the murder, Couzens exposed himself at a McDonalds drive thru and would have been easily identifiable due to using his own car and using his own card, yet Metropolitan Police did not thoroughly investigate the matter. (Angioloni, 2024). Angiolini (2024) suggested that all three of the Police forces missed multiple opportunities to disrupt Couzens activities and to prevent him from joining the organisation.  A clear example of a flaw with vetting that Couzens was able to fail vetting twice and have an allegation on PND yet, he was still employed by Metropolitan Police who did not look into Couzens thoroughly enough.








Chapter 3 : Methodology 

 3.1 Introduction
This chapter attempts to achieve objective two of the dissertation which is: 
“To identify an appropriate research approach to improve mine and the readers understanding of if the Police have improved information between forces and partner agencies since the Soham Murders in 2002”. 
Research is a systematic form of self-investigation that seeks to expand knowledge, insight and evidence-based understanding of a a variety or specific topics/ fields (Ashikuzzaman, 2016) . The methodology part of a dissertation explains the approach and methods that are used in the research of the dissertation. This section provides and demonstrates credibility of my research which allows the readers to form their own judgement on the reliability of my findings. (Hassan, 2023). This methodology will attempt to emulate the methodology as defined by Hassan, (2023) by explaining my rationale behind the design I use to research, the data collection methods and how I analyse the data. 
Primary Research is original data which is specific to an actual research project. During primary research, the researcher collects firsthand information that that they have found or earned themselves through a specific project instead of relying on passed studies, research or publications. Secondary research is research where there is no original data is collected but the researcher uses secondary research to secondary sources of data such as previous studies. (Jones, 2022) An example of this would be the research I analysed and evaluated in my literature review. It is my intention of this study to obtain my own primary data from the sample pool (Police officers) to attain data to help my analysis of police officer’s perceptions of the question my dissertation poses. 

3.2 The Research Onion
From my research around research techniques used to collect primary data, one of the most commonly utilised appears to be The Research Onion by Saunders e.t al (2016).  The Research Onion is a model and concept created to help researchers in all areas of study design their research systematically. The Research Onion gives a visual guide which simplifies the concept and allows researchers to inform and guide their research based off the concept. The research onion is broken into stages which are shown below.

 [image: ]

Figure 3.1 – Annotated Diagram – The Research Onion (Saunders et.al., 2016) 

3.3 Research Philosophy 
The topic I have chosen to study best suits a realistic philosophy as it suggests acknowledgement that that answers data collected during my study will be open to bias due to personal experience world views and overall opinion which affects the answer even with the presence of some objective fact to establish the overall data collected within my study. It also suggests that the facts obtained will be social constructions.  (Saunders et.al., 2019)

3.4 Research Approach 
Figure 3.1 by Saunders et.al (2016) shows that there are two types of research approaches that are most commonly used in academic writing. These approaches are Inductive and Deductive. 
The Deductive approach is when a researcher begins with a theory and conducts study and research with the goal to either prove or disprove their the theory they began with. The Inductive Theory is the opposite of Deductive theory as it is when a researcher does not start with their own theory/ hypothesis and instead focuses on researching the data to identify findings and data which allows the researcher to come to a conclusive theory/ hypothesis. (Bryman, 2016)
My primary research will follow a deductive approach as it allows me to examine previous literature which allows me to form a hypothesis and allow the data I collect to disprove and prove it. In this case, my hypothesis is that Police have made conscious and actual improvements in relation to information sharing since the Soham Murders in 2002. 

3.5 Strategy and Choice
My research strategy will be a” Mono-Method” which is a one research approach which allows for either qualitative or quantitative approach to carry out my survey. (Phair, 2021). 
I will exclusively use Google Forms that allows the individuals within the sample pool to access a link which with the eligibility to be shared across social media and messaging platforms, if I wish. I am going to use this platform as it gives the option for anyone who is interested in taking part and answering my survey can do so. Google Forms also gives the option make the survey answers anonymous. Benefits of this mono-method method includes saving time but also allowing the participants to engage with a simpler form of study which they would not normally engage with. (Regmi, et.al, 2016) 

3.6 Time Horizon 
The last important section of the research onion is “Time Horizons” which shows varying amounts of time research data collection can take. There are two which are Cross Sectional and Longitude Studies. (Saunders et.al., 2016). Cross – sectional suits my study as it collects data at a single point in time instead and does not influence variables. (Thomas, 2023). This suits my study due to mine having time limit and the small size of my study. 

  3.7 Techniques: Data Collection and Analysis
I will be using Google Forms for my survey as allows the individuals within the sample pool to access a link which with the eligibility to be shared across social media and messaging platforms. I am going to use this platform as it gives the option for anyone who is interested in taking part and answering my survey can do so. This also allows the answers to be easily collected and recorded and help in a way that I can access the records in a convenient and timely manner when I review it. The results of the survey will be converted into charts e.g. pie charts and will be analysed for any trends or prevailing answer. This will be used to provide reasonable conclusions/recommendations. 



3.8 Sample
The sample pool will consist of individuals who choose to take part in the survey. However, there will be a requirement that the participants have to be Police employees/ former so that that they can make more informed answers than an individual who is not part of that category. The sample size will also be small in the interest of the smaller time horizon and maintaining the small size of the study. 

3.8.1 Reliability and Validity 
Reliability is the effectiveness, stability and truthfulness of the survey and it’s data and whether it would be accurate to a repeated study. (Middleton, 2025). I will use secondary research to help inform and add validity to my findings. 

3.8.2 Limitations 
There are several actual and potential limitations to consider such as time limitations as, at the time of writing, this dissertation is due for submission in four months so therefore, my survey will have to be conducted and analysed in that time frame. I have considered bias but as the sample pool of Police officers and staff will be Police officers or staff who were not involved in the Soham Murders in any capacity, there is more scope for impartial answers. 

3.9 Conclusion
The most suitable and appropriate form of methodology to carry out the survey for my dissertation has been demonstrated within this chapter and this should have achieved objective two of the project.









Chapter 4: Analysis of results 

4.1 Introduction 
The previous chapter discusses the method I used to conduct my primary research and the different aspects of it. This chapter will aim to achieve my third objective. Objective three is: 
“To analyse the data from my primary research survey to identify any improvements to information and intelligence between Police forces and partner agencies and consider examples to help evaluate the extent of the improvements”, 
During this chapter, I will analyse the results of the primary research (the survey) and analyse the results to form a discussion to then achieve the overall aim of answering the dissertation question within my conclusion. I will do this by identifying any the most common perspectives on Police orientated information/ intelligence sharing from people who work in the industry. I will use the data and trends as evidence to form my conclusion and recommendations. 

4.2 Data Analysis 

Data analysis is an actual process whereby you obtain, organise and interpret data for insights or tends this is done to form strategic and research-based decisions or conclusions. Data Analysis is often used in research and business industries. (Smith, 2025). Using Google documents provided several advantages. The interface for creating the documents was user friendly with a simplified approach to creating and sharing the document. Google Documents also allowed for an unlimited number of participants to take part in the survey with the facility of creating a link so it can be exclusively provided to the intended demographic. Anonymity was another benefit of using Google docs as it encourages honest participation but also helps me achieve one of the requirements within my ethics form. Google docs also automatically created pie charts with percentages of the answers which allowed simple reading and understanding of the results. 
However, when reading the results of the survey, it became apparent that some people had missed out questions. There were questions which asked for specific examples from the participants. I found that these questions had the most missed answers despite specifically asking for them to answer N/A instead of leaving it blank. Google Docs seemed to allow the participants to submit their survey answers without completing them all. Due to the document, not being freely shared amongst everybody I had to exclusively send my survey link to my available emailing list within South Wales Police, hoping that they would be willing to take time to participate. The anonymous nature of the Google Doc survey requires the researchers to trust that the participants are being honest when answering the questions, particularly the ones that ask them to confirm that they fit the criteria to take part.

[bookmark: _Hlk194880122]4.3 Demographics and Descriptive Statistics 

The criteria for this survey was strict as it only allowed for anybody who is or has previously been employed in the Police. The survey asks people to confirm they are over 18, are or have been employed by the Police. Participants are also asked when they joined the Police so that, if necessary, the answers can be interpreted based on what different opinions longer serving officers would have compared to newer officers. This survey was shared mainly through internal emails to people who are currently employed in the Police as well as Whatsapp groups where the link can be used by people who no longer work in the organisation to gather the maximum amount of participants within my reach as a researcher. 

4.4 Survey Findings

[bookmark: _Hlk194880206]4.4.1 How convenient and efficient is the process of obtaining or sharing information regarding individuals between Police forces and partner agencies? 

The survey asked the participants questions in relation to the convenience and efficiency of obtaining or sharing information with other Police forces and partner agencies. Question 9 asks the participant their view on this matter in regard to efficiency where they are given a number of options from impossible to perfect. 13% chose “Poor” or “inconvenient)42.3% of participants said it was “easy enough but required simplification” and 44.2% of people answered “very easy to share and obtain information but could be improvements”. This suggest that the consensus is that, in it’s current state, sharing and obtaining third party and Police held information is up to standard but not perfect. Q20 asks the participants if gaining access to information and intelligence based on individuals and cases from other police forces/ partner agencies is convenient. The majority (51%) answered “Convenient but could be simpler”. 34%  answered “inconvenient” and 34.6% answered “Very convenient”. This suggests that the technology and processes in place do work but operationally require simplification/ streamlining. 

[bookmark: _Hlk194880225]
4.4.2 What post – Soham Murders technology or initiatives have improved Police information/ intelligence sharing and are they sufficient?

Participants were asked if they were aware of any technological improvements or initiatives which have been implemented which has improved information/ intelligence sharing in the Police since 2002 or since joining the Police. Q10 asks this question. 53% majority said yes to this question with a further 32% saying they were aware of impending technologies or changes. The issue with this question is that not everybody would be aware of operational changes to information/ intelligence initiatives/ technology changes. Q11 asks for examples out of 42 answer, 16 replies included the PND which was discussed in the literature review as being one of the direct additions to intelligence recording out of the Birchard Inquiry (Birchard, 2004). ViSOR was given as an example 12 times. LEDS is an example of a singular system which incorporates the PND, PNC as well as DVLA data which with one of the benefits being that it simplifies and streamlines existing technology (Home Office, 2021). IN Q11, this answer came up 15 times. MARAC Meetings were also given as an example.
In relation to current technology, participants responded favourably to current technology and initiatives when asked how convenient they were including PNC, PND, Marac meetings/ other collaborations between Police and Partner agencies and ViSOR. When asked for ideas which would improve the processes of information and intelligence sharing. Most participants who answered cited technological advancements and integrating all forces systems into one. 

4.5 Conclusion

The results of this survey suggests that there have been clear and conscious efforts by the Police to improve information sharing between Police forces since the Soham Murders in 2002 including technology such as ViSOR and PND. There have also been initiatives which have been implemented since 2002 such as MARAC and MAPPA meetings which have improved collaboration between Police and partner agencies. However, these results do indicate that there is still work to do in making this technology more accessible, streamlined and convenient in sharing information and intelligence between forces. The issue of local forces having their own local police systems is clearly given as an example of an issue that if changed, would improve the ease of sharing information and intelligence, in turn managing offenders more efficiently. 

[bookmark: _Hlk194880270]
Chapter 5:  Findings and Conclusions 

5.1 Introduction 

The earlier chapters have detailed this my research through the introductory, research, methodology/planning and analysis stages. This data has shown trends which support the findings found in my literature review that Police have made genuine attempts at forming more collaborative technology and initiatives between forces and partner agencies. 
In this chapter I will attempt to achieve the final objective: 
[bookmark: _Hlk194872469]“Review and analyse the results of the primary research and provide any recommendations which have been considered by the researcher as a result of the primary and secondary research.”

[bookmark: _Hlk194880299]5.2 Main Findings 

The survey (my primary research) shows that technological advancements and initiatives in this by the Police have been effective and do work to allow information and intelligence to be appropriately shared between forces and partner agencies. It does this by asking current/ previous Police staff to answer questions about their personal uses of the current most common Police systems which hold national information and intelligence and by how useful they are. These systems hold information on individuals which should have been considered during the vetting process of Ian Huntley before the Soham Murders in 2002. 
53.8% of participants who took part have said they have personally noticed improvements that have made accessing or sharing information/ intelligence regarding individuals or investigations from other Police forces in the UK. This is considering the fact that not every Police employee would necessarily require knowledge about wider operational advancements. 32% of participants answered that despite not having personal knowledge of advancements already in place, they were aware of impending technology or initiatives. Further to this, 15 responses cited LEDS as recent technology which is intended to simply information/ intelligence gathering, holding and access. 11.5% of participants said that they were aware of initiatives and technologies introduced since 2002. 
The results of the questionnaire also indicate that the existing post-2002 technology and initiatives have worked to certain extents to improve information/ intelliegence sharing amongst Police forces and partner agencies i.e PND, Marac, ViSOR and the majority of participants have found these technologies/ initiatives. Finally, the results of the survey also indicate that one prevailing issue that, if fixed, would improve the convenience of accessing/ sharing information/ intelligence. This is to have a singular system where records of individuals and cases are recorded nationally instead of having local police systems as not everything is added to PND. This problem is worsened as ViSOR, PND and PNC are other systems which are separate. However, this is an issue with may be alleviated sightly when LEDS is introduced operationally nationally.
[bookmark: _Hlk194880327]5.3 Recommendations/ Further Research
As a result of my research, including both primary and secondary, I have considered recommendations which could improve the simplification and reliability of information and intelligence accessibility and sharing nationally between Police forces and partner agencies. These recommendations are considered with the aim of managing the risk of information/ intelligence being lost, misplaced, unconsidered or not shared appropriately between Police forces in the UK as well as with partner agencies to prevent as many repeats of the same situation which allowed perpetrators such as Ian Huntley and Wayne Couzens to be in the position to commit the offences they did.
One recommendation would be to strengthen the idea of housing current Police technology such  what LEDS has done with PNC and PND (Home Office, 2021). My primary research found a popular idea to improve the timely and convenient access of information/ intelligence on individuals and cases would be to link local Police systems into a wholistic national version. This would allow Police to have the full picture on nominals in England and Wales as not everything is added to PND. This would further prevent duplication of information/ incorrectly placed information of nominals on different local police systems which do not show the full picture of individuals who have a footprint across many force areas. I have considered the cost implication this may have and realise this may be impractical financially but would benefit the wider handling and simplification of information/ intelligence and data storage across Police systems nationally.
The second recommendation would be to increase the information that is added to the PND as it current, not everything is added (UK Parliament, 2023). There may be information which is placed on the log of an incident which is not submitted as intelligence and may not have been recorded as part of an offence which is detailed on the police systems which may be valuable information to managing offender who is moving between Police forces. Consideration to a system which allows forces to view logs for incidents nominals have been attached to in different force areas would alleviate this area of less solid handling of information/ intelligence regarding nominals. 

[bookmark: _Hlk194880348]

5.4 Achievement of Objectives
This research has attempted to achieve the following objectives. These objectives are intended to help the research answer the dissertation question. The objectives this study has attempted to complete are as follows: 

· Objective 1:  to research and analyse studies, articles and literature which will evidence any improvements to Police and partner agencies information management strategies since the Soham Murders as well as material to the contrary.

This objective was achieved by completing a large literature review which incorporated the failings regarding the sharing of information/ intelligence including the technology and process which was exposed as a result of the Soham Murders in 2002. The literature review also showed what the recommendations were that came as a result of the murders which were considered at government level as a result of the Birchard Enquiry (Birchard, 2004). Thirdly, the research included actual examples of conscious efforts and technologies developed to aid Police and partner agencies in sharing information/ intelligence in direct & indirect result of the murders. Lastly, the failings and short comings which are directly attributed to continued information/ intelligence sharing across forces have been considered.

· Objective 2: To identify an appropriate research approach to improve mine and the readers understanding of if the Police have improved information between forces and partner agencies since the Soham Murders in 2002.

This was objective achieved by considering methodology options, considering the benefits and negatives of the choice and by researching appropriate methods to conduct my primary research.


· Objective 3: To analyse the data from my primary research survey to identify any improvements to information and intelligence between Police forces and partner agencies and consider examples to help evaluate the extent of the improvements”

By using Google Docs to record, review and analyse the results of my primary research survey, this objective has been achieved. The results collected have been reviewed and evidence that the conclusion that genuine and conscious efforts have been made to make Policing information/ intelligence sharing more reliable. 

· Objective 4:  Review and analyse the results of the primary research and provide any recommendations which have been considered by the researcher as a result of the primary and secondary research.

I completed this objective by considering the outcomes of the primary and secondary research such as advancements in technology and simplified systems which are connected to each other to prevent risk of data duplication or loss across systems. 

[bookmark: _Hlk194880370]5.5 Self-Reflection
During my research, I have I have tried to fairly consider the failings made by Police and partner agencies which were exposed in 2002 by the Soham Murders. I have tried to adopt an independent approach when considering efforts made by the Police to improve national intelligence/ information sharing. This is a niche topic of research which presented a challenge in regard to finding secondary research material. This has also presented a challenge when considering the pool of people who could reasonably take part in my primary research as I could only ask current or otherwise police staff to take part which increased the challenge of finding participants to take part. I sought to gain knowledge into how/ if the Police adapted to the recommendations made during the Birchard Inquiry (Birchard, 2004).
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7.1 Appendix 1
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Has the Police improved information sharing
between forces & partner agencies since the
Soham Murders?

| am Dylan O'Driscoll and | am completing my dissertation to complete my third year of my policing
degree for University of Wales Trinity St. David. To complete my dissertation, | am required to complet
primary research. The primary research | have chosen to conduct is this survey which asks questions
which aim to provide help provide a conclusion as to whether the Police has made improvements to
sharing information between forces & partner agencies since the Soham Murders in 2002. | hope to
analyse the data (your answers) to form a conclusion.

Your answers will be confidential and you will be anonymous when | am analysing and publishing the
results. Participants will need to be over 18 years old and should have at least spent a year in a Police
role such as officer or staff or any relevant job role that will allow you to answer this question.
Participants can be former Police employees such as people who have left the job and retirees. These
are to be answered based on your experience and opinion based on your informed prior knowledge.

1. Are you or have you ever been a serving Police officer/ staff member or employee engaged
partner agency work that routinely works alongside Police? If no, please discontinue this
survey.

Mark only one oval.

) Yes

) No

https:f{docs.google.comfformsfuf0fd/liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1grlOSn6 VK]ROjKg Vw/printform Page 1of 11
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2. How old are you?
If under 18, please discontinue.

Mark only one oval.

) Under 18

) 18-25 years old
26 - 30 years old
31-40 years old

) 41 or above old

3. Are you a serving officer/ staff member or have you left the job?
Mark only one oval.

) Serving Officer/ staff member

_ Retiree/ former employee

4. When did you join the Police or partner agency?

Mark only one oval.

) Before 1990

) 1991 - 2000

) 2001-2010
2011 - 2020

) 2021 - present

https:f{docs.google.comfformsfuf0fd/liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1arlOSn6VK]ROjKg Vw/printform

05/04/2025, 18:58

Page 2 of 11
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5. Are you aware of the Soham Murders in 20027?
Mark only one oval.
) Yes
) No

Some knowledge

6. Are you aware of the Police and partner agencies failings that were exposed as a result of t
murders?

Mark only one oval.

) Yes
) No

) Some knowledge

7.  What do you think the failings were?
*Type N/Aif you don't have an answer.

https:f{docs.google.comfformsfuf0fd/liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1arlOSn6VK]ROjKg Vw/printform Page 3 of 11
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8. Are you aware of the recommendations that were made from The Birchard Enquiry to
government about what needed to be done to improve the quality and efficiency of informat
between forces and partner agencies across England & Wales?

Mark only one oval.

) Yes
) No

) Some knowledge

9. Since joining the job, how have you found the efficiency of sharing and obtaining informatio
regarding individuals from other Police forces and partner agencies?

Mark only one oval.

) Impossible
) Poor
) Inconvenient
Easy enough but could require simplification
Very easy to share and obtain information but there could be improvements

It is perfect and there is little to no scope for improvement

10. Since joining the job, have you noticed any improvements that have made accessing or
sharing information, intelligence or investigations from other Police forces?

Mark only one oval.
) Yes
) Attempts that have not worked

) No but | am aware of impending changes or technology that will improve it

) No

https:f{docs.google.comfformsfuf0fd/liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1arlOSn6VK]ROjKg Vw/printform Page 4 of 11
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11. I yes, please can you provide an example of technologies or initiatives that you are aware
since 2002 or since you have joined that have improved information sharing amongst Polic
forces and partner agencies

12. Hasthe implementation of the Police National Database (PND) in 2011 made interforce
intelligence sharing more convenient than before it's existence

Mark only one oval.
) Yes
Yes, to a certain extent

Not at all

) Idon't know

13. Have you ever accessed the Police National Database or sent a request for information frc
it?

Mark only one oval.

) Yes

) No

https:f{docs.google.comfformsfuf0fd/liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1arlOSn6VK]ROjKg Vw/printform Page 5 of 11
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14. Isthe Police National Database user friendly and convenient to use?
Mark only one oval.
) Yes
No

Yes but could be improved

) I have never used it

15. Have you ever accessed the Police National Computer?

Mark only one oval.

Yes

Y No

16. Isthe Police National Computer user - friendly and convenient to use/ access?

Mark only one oval.

) Yes
Yes, to a certain extent
) No

) I have never used it myself

https:f{docs.google.comfformsfuf0fd/liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1arlOSn6VK]ROjKg Vw/printform Page 6 of 11
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17.  When requesting information from the Police National Computer, is it always convenient a
timely to obtain the information you need?

Mark only one oval.

) Yes
Most of the time
Sometimes
Rarely

Never

18. Has the Multi- Agency Risk Assessment Conferences helped keep people safe and mana
offenders

Mark only one oval.

) Yes
) Yes, to a certain extent

No. it puts them at more risk

19. Do you think there is enough information sharing between Police and parther agencies su
as Social Services, Education, Healthcare

Mark only one oval.

) Yes

) Information is being shared but their should be more collaboration between Police and
partner agencies

Not at all
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20. Has the implementation of the Visor register in 2005 assisted Police in managing violent a
sexual offenders across different Police forces?

Mark only one oval.

) Yes
Yes, to a certain extent
Not at all

I have no idea

21. Do you have any ideas on technical or initiative concepts that may improve information an
intelligence sharing amongst forces and services across England and Wales? e.g.
centralised data base systems; improvements to existing ones such as PNC or PND

22. Inyour role, how convenient is it to access information and intelligence from other police
forces or partner agencies on individuals and cases?

Mark only one oval.

) Very convenient
) Convenient but could be simpler
) Inconvenient

) Very inconvenient
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23.

24.

25

Do you think all information on individuals including intelligence, case management, custo
photos, DNA etc should be on one singular centralised database (e.g. Niche) accessible tc
all Police forces instead of the PNC and PND?

Mark only one oval.

) Yes
) No

) Unsure

Has the improvement in technology since 2002 aided the overall improvement and
convenience of information and intelligence sharing between forces and partner agencies’
And to what extent?

Mark only one oval.
) Yes totally
Yes to a certain extent

) It has played a small role

) Not at all

What changes would you recommend to improve the information sharing quality and proce
between Police forces and partner agencies? Type N/A if you do not have an answer

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.
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Has the Police improved information sharing
between forces & partner agencies since the
Soham Murders?

52 responses
Publish analytics

Are you or have you ever been a serving Police officer/ staff member or I_D Copy
employee engaged in partner agency work that routinely works alongside
Police? If no, please discontinue this survey.

51 responses

@ Yes

@ No
How old are you? D copy
If under 18, please discontinue.
52 responses

@ Under 18

@ 18-25 years old
@ 26- 30 years old
@ 31-40 years old
@ 41 or above old

v

https:f{docs.google.comfformsfd{liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1griOSn6VK]ROjKgVw/viewanalytics Page 10of 15
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Are you a serving officer/ staff member or have you left the job? O copy

51 responses

@ Serving Officer/ staff member
@ Retiree/ former employee

When did you join the Police or partner agency? |_|:| Copy

52 responses

@ Before 1990
@ 1991 - 2000
@ 2001-2010

@ 2011-2020
@ 2021 - present

w

Are you aware of the Soham Murders in 2002? |_|:| Copy

51 responses

@ Yes
@ No
@ Some knowledge

https:f{docs.google.comfformsfd{liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1griOSn6VK]ROjKgVw/viewanalytics Page 2 of 15
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Are you aware of the Police and partner agencies failings that were |_|:| Copy
exposed as a result of the murders?

52 responses

@ Yes
@ No
@ Some knowledge

What do you think the failings were?
*Type N/A if you don't have an answer.

49 responses

N/A

Na

Vetting

n/a

Vetting

lan Huntley’s vetting which was Police first not sharing information beteeen Police forces
Not sharing information on the murderer with other services

Letting lan Huntley get a job at the school despite pre cons

information sharing and background/DBS checks

Not sharing appropriate information across police forces

Police not suspecting lan Huntley

https:f{docs.google.comfforms/d/liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1grlOSn8VKjRO]KgVw/viewanalytics Page 3 of 15
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Didnt do checks on the male with other forces
Information not freely available

lan Huntley was allowed to be a caretaker which allowed him to kill the two girls

N/a

Allowed lan Huntley to kill the girls by giving him a job despite prior intel
Background checks

NOT SHARING INFORMATION BETWEEN FORCES

Na

Failed to provide relevant information for background checks.

Not sharing information about lan Huntley

Intelligence was not shared between Police forces about lan Huntley which may have
prevented him having access to the girls he murdered.

Are you aware of the recommendations that were made from The |_|:| Copy
Birchard Enquiry to government about what needed to be done to

improve the quality and efficiency of information between forces and

partner agencies across England & Wales?

52 responses

® Yes
@ No
@ Some knowledge

https:f{docs.google.comfforms/d/liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1grlOSn8VKjRO]KgVw/viewanalytics Page 4 of 15
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Since joining the job, how have you found the efficiency of sharing and |_|:| Copy
obtaining information regarding individuals from other Police forces and
partner agencies?

52 responses

@ Impossible

@ Poor

@ Inconvenient

@ Easy enough but could require
simplification

@ Very easy to share and obtain
information but there could be
improvements

@ Itis perfect and there is little to
no scope for improvement

Since joining the job, have you noticed any improvements that have made |_D Copy
accessing or sharing information, intelligence or investigations from
other Police forces?

52 responses

@ Yes
@ Attempts that have not worked

@ No but | am aware of impending
changes or technology that will
improve it

@® No

If yes, please can you provide an example of technologies or initiatives that you are
aware of since 2002 or since you have joined that have improved information sharing
amongst Police forces and partner agencies

46 responses

Leds
LEDS

Technology improvement

https:f{docs.google.comfformsfd{liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1griOSn6VK]ROjKgVw/viewanalytics Page 5 of 15
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Don't know

MARAC meetings, VISOR, PND, VISOR

LEDs/ Marac meetings

LEDS being implemented to make information sharing easier and simple

Led

Visor

Visor, pnd leds

PND and Marac Meetings

PND?

Leds and PND

No

PND

Don't know.

CANT REMEMBER

MARAC meetings and sex offender register

Marac referrals PND

Leds, visor

Dont know

Police National Database

Visor, pnd, LEDs, charter

Visor and LEDs and pnd

https:f{docs.google.comfforms/d/liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1grlOSn8VKjRO]KgVw/viewanalytics Page 6 of 15
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LEDs, visor pnd

Pnd and visor

LEDs (mixing pnd and pnc)
VISOR AND PNC

Facial recognition technology as different forces provide intel and nominals to other forces
VISOR

LEDS, & PND

LEDs

visor and marac

LEDS, PNC, VISOR, MARAC
Police National Database
PND

Pnd

arac Meetings

https:f{docs.google.comfforms/d/liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1grlOSn8VKjRO]KgVw/viewanalytics Page 7 of 15
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Has the implementation of the Police National Database (PND) in 2011 O copy
made interforce intelligence sharing more convenient than before it's
existence

52 responses

@ Yes
@ Yes, to a certain extent
@ Notatall
@ | don't know
Have you ever accessed the Police National Database or sent a request |_D Copy
for information from it?
51 responses
® Yes
@® No
Is the Police National Database user friendly and convenient to use? I_D Copy

52 responses

https:f{docs.google.comfformsfd{liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1griOSn6VK]ROjKgVw/viewanalytics Page 8 of 15
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Have you ever accessed the Police National Computer? |_D Copy

51 responses

@ Yes
® No
86.3%
Is the Police National Computer user - friendly and convenient to use/ I_D Copy
access?

52 responses

@ Yes

@ Yes, to a certain extent

@ No

@ | have never used it myself

40.4%

When requesting information from the Police National Computer, is it |_|:| Copy
always convenient and timely to obtain the information you need?

50 responses

® Yes
@ Most of the time
@ Sometimes

@ Rarely
@ Never

&

https:f{docs.google.comfformsfd{liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1griOSn6VK]ROjKgVw/viewanalytics Page 9 of 15
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Has the Multi- Agency Risk Assessment Conferences helped keep people |_|:| Copy
safe and manage offenders

52 responses

@ Yes
@ Yes, to a certain extent
@ No. it puts them at more risk

Do you think there is enough information sharing between Police and |_|:| Copy
partner agencies such as Social Services, Education, Healthcare

@ Yes

@ Information is being shared but
their should be more
collaboration between Police
and partner agencies

@ Notat all

52 responses

44.2%

Has the implementation of the Visor register in 2005 assisted Police in |_|:| Copy
managing violent and sexual offenders across different Police forces?

52 responses

https:f{docs.google.comfformsfd{liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1griOSn6VK]ROjKgVw/viewanalytics Page 10 of 15
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Do you have any ideas on technical or initiative concepts that may improve
information and intelligence sharing amongst forces and services across England and
Wales? e.g. centralised data base systems; improvements to existing ones such as
PNC or PND

50 responses

Centralised data base
No

Central data base
Centralised data base
Central system

no

Unknown

All of above
Centralised database

Centralise local systems so that all forces can speak to each other on it regarding indivduals
and investigations

Uniformity across platforms used by home office police forces.
Centralised database systems

Can't think of any

Improvements to existing ones

central database

Intelligence system accessible to all officers.

One system nationally

https:f{docs.google.comfforms/d/liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1grlOSn8VKjRO]KgVw/viewanalytics Page 11 of 15
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Systems need to all speak to each other

Leds

Better technology and simpler

Shared database with services and improvements to technology

Technological advancement

Improve them

Police and health systems integrated

Combine the police systems so everything is accessible

Central system

Improvements

One data base system that all forces can use

Central data base systems

Improved technology

| agree with a centralised system whereby different agencies can input information that is

05/04/2025, 19:00

readily accessible by appropriate parties. Often gaining information from partnering agencies

requires a series of hoops to be jumped through before getting what you need.

Make Niche used nationally

Make technology quicker and up to date

Shared Database with Health & Ss

https:f{docs.google.comfforms/d/liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1grlOSn8VKjRO]KgVw/viewanalytics
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In your role, how convenient is it to access information and intelligence |_|:| Copy
from other police forces or partner agencies on individuals and cases?

52 responses

@ Very convenient

@ Convenient but could be simpler
@ Inconvenient

@ Very inconvenient

Do you think all information on individuals including intelligence, case |_|:| Copy
management, custody photos, DNA etc should be on one singular

centralised database (e.g. Niche) accessible to all Police forces instead

of the PNC and PND?

51 responses

@ Yes
® No
@ Unsure

https:f{docs.google.comfformsfd{liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1griOSn6VK]ROjKgVw/viewanalytics Page 13 of 15
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Has the improvement in technology since 2002 aided the overall |_|:| Copy
improvement and convenience of information and intelligence sharing
between forces and partner agencies? And to what extent?

52 responses

@ Yes totally

@ Yes to a certain extent
@ It has played a small role
@ Notatall

What changes would you recommend to improve the information sharing quality and
process between Police forces and partner agencies? Type N/A if you do not have an
answer

49 responses

Na

N/A

N/a

Central system

Improved technology

one centralised system between forces

uniform platform used e.g. all forces utilising one local system.
Police and Social Services sharing systems to an extent

Stronger working relationships between the police and social services

Health and Police services integrated.

https:f{docs.google.comfformsfd{liesbklkd-YiG5Idf1ITkNHpLo1griOSn6VK]ROjKgVw/viewanalytics Page 14 of 15
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N//a

All forces use same Niche

N/A

One system

One big record system for Police

Improve technology

One system for all forces.

Make one system for all forces

Central data base

Improved technology

Centralised data base

Everyone on Nice is fine.

Improved ICT and all Police forces on NICHE

N/S

Centralised Police system for UK police at least

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google. - Terms of Service - Privacy Policy,

Does this item look suspicious? Report
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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM

Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin.

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:
8,000 word project:

NAME: Dylan O'DRISCOLL ISTUDENT ID No.: 2134479

DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION: Has Police information sharing improved since the Soham Murders?

| have chosen this topic as | believe that information and intelligence is a core part of Policing
and more significantly for managing offenders and criminality that extend across force
borders in and around the UK. This topic is relevant to Policing today despite the Soham
Murders taking place in 2002. The murders which were perpetrated by lan Huntley against
two young girls, Jessica Chapman and Holly Wells inspired the Birchard Inquiry which found
that due to no efficient system of intelligence sharing being in place, the Police were not
aware of relevant information regarding Huntley which may have prevented these murders.
The findings of the enquiry called for the need of a nationalised database for information
sharing regarding individuals which would extend across Police forces in the UK. This
system was created in 2011 and is used and known today as the Police National Database.
Given this, | believe this topic is relevant and will be a good topic which will offer a wealth of
research opportunity regarding any positive and negative action since the enquiry. My
research will include articles based on advancements in information sharing between Police
forces; the context of the murders and why they inspired increased information sharing; what
the Police have done well and what can be improved. | also aim to incorporate statistics and
figures as well as the perception from governing bodies of the Police such as the Home
Office.

SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES:

To answer the question | am proposing, | will research articles and statistics surrounding
the Soham Murders and the Bichard Report but more specifically how they inspired the
Police National Database and the increased focus on information/intelligence sharing
between Police Forces and other agencies such as vetting services within the UK. | will
start off by considering the level of Police sharing in 2002 prior to the murders and the
inquiry and what the affect has been since these. | will aim to consider and review the
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relevant recommendations found in the Bichard enquiry; research what the actions Police
and the Home Office have taken since these recommendations and also consider how well
these recommendations have been implemented. | also expect to create a questionnaire
based on what Police Officers perspectives are on information sharing; how well they
perceive information given from other Police forces as well as how the can be improved. |
will aim to draw a conclusion, considering the positive and negative aspects.

LITERATURE REVIEW:

As part of my research regarding this topic, | will look at any articles or journals which
would show statistics or descriptions regarding the process for information sharing at the
time of the Soham Murders and the Birchard Enquiry. Given that the failings of Police were
widely publicised, | will also look for any mainstream media articles regarding the incident. |
will look at the recommendations within the Birchard Report. After this, | will look for any
material put out by Police, Home Office or journals/ articles which demonstrate actions
taken by Police and other relevant bodies to comply with the recommendations. | will then
look for any published statistics regarding improvements. | will also look at any
improvements which can be made by Police and vetting to improve information sharing. |
will also look for articles of famous cases of vetting failures such as Wayne Couzens.

SUMMARY OF RESEARCH -SURVEY METHOD:

| intend to create a survey which will include Police staff/ officers and potentially members
of the public. The aim will be to understand the public and police perception of the ease of
intelligence sharing, if it is convenient, whether it could be improved, whether Police having
different systems affects the ease of intel sharing etc.

SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK:

The questionnaire will include questions in which the Police officers/ staff can give their
opinions on the pros and cons of the current state of information/ intelligence sharing as
well as how they think it can be improved. | may also look for perspectives from the public
which describes their thoughts on how easy it is to share intel with Police and how
thorough they expect Police and consistent they expect knowledge to be across the UK.

ETHICAL ISSUES:

The only ethical issue is the concerns over the level of confidentiality of the participants. |
will not view, record or release the personal details of any participants in any survey.
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TIME SCALE:

| intend to allow myself sufficient time to create the survey and to review and analyse the
results of any survey.

In regard to the research, | intend to use deadlines as a good gauge for time dedicated to
each section of the dissertation and to allow myself plenty of time to write it.

REFERENCE LIST:
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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

RESEARCH STUDENTS

This form is to be completed by the student within SIX months for full-time students and TWELVE months
for part time students, after the commencemert of the research degree or fallawing progressian to Part
Twa of yaur course

Once complete, submit this farm via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portaf at (https:/imytsd uwtsd.ac.UK)

This documert is also available in Welsh,

RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications refating to this application during its pracessing must be in writing and emailed to
poresearch@uwtsd.ac Uk , with the fitle 'Ethical Approval' fallowed by your name

STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES sholld submit tis form
(and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisormodule leader

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A
researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained
prior to commencement.

The University fallaws the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity. *creative wark undertaken
ona systematic basis In order to increase the stack of knowledge, inclucing knowledge of man, culture and
saciety, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this cavers activities
undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and
undergraduate students working on dissertations/prajects

The individual undertaking the research activty is known as the"principal researcher”

Ethical appraval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing
within namnal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see
Checklist for details of pracess for different categories of application

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)

T [ Fullname Dylan O'Driscol
2 | Tick all bexes that apply: Member of staff - [ o
Taudt Postoraduate P ostoraduate
Undergracuate Stuert | @ | [N [ o
o [emACEm Trerstty of Wales Tty Saint David
Discipine/Centre
s Swansea
P P— TTHATOE Tude IS0 50 UK
6 | contact Tetepnone number | 2 ocoiens
Forstudens:

April 2022 1 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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7 | Student Number 2134479
8 | Programme of Study. Professional Police Practice
9 | Director of Studies/Supervisor.

SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity

T [ Fas the research activiy received approval in prncipie?
(please checkthe Guidance Notes as to the appropriate ws IR o o
approval process for different levels of research by different
categories of indvicuial)
Date
2 [T Yes, please Tdlcale SOWce Of | Research Degress Commites =
approval (and date where known).
Approval in principle must be | nstitute Research Committee o
obiained from the relevant source
prior to seeking ethical approval Other fwrite in) o

SECTION C: Intemal and External Ethical Guidance Materials

add rows to this table if needed

Flease list the core ethical quidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of
this fomn (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of
research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance refating to the proposed methodology)
Please tick to confinn that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may

1| UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice =
2 | UWTSD Research Data Management Policy =
3 | ist ary other refevart doouments here] o

SECTION D: External Collaborative Research A ctivity
If there are external collaboratars then you should gain consent from the cortact persans to share their

personal data with the Lniversity. If there are no extemal collaborators then leave this section blank and
continuie to section
T [ Tnstuton
7 | Contact person name
T | Contact person e-mal addiess
4| Ts your research extemaly funded? YEs | O NO ]
5| Are you In receipt of a KESS scholarship? YEs | O NO ]
& | Areyou specifically empioyed to | Voluntary Yes | o NO =
——] Undertale this research in eithera s
paid or volurtary capacity? kg YES [s] NO =]
[ Isthe research being Undertaken | T VES then The
within an existing UWTSD Athrofa | permission auestion | yeg | o e =
Professional Learning Partnership | below does not need
(APLP)? to be answered
Apil2022° 2 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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5| Has penmission to Undertake the, (T VES attach copy)
research has been provided by the | If NO the application | YES | O NO o
partner arganisation? cannot cantinue

Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation

10 | Does this organisation have its own ethics appraval system? | YES | O No | O
Ifves, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this
may be a copy of an email If appropriate)

SECTION E: Details of Research Activity

1 [indicative title: Has Police irfarmation sharing impraved since the S oham Murders?

2 |Proposed start date: Proposed end date:

Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)

Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the
points below:

Purnose of Research Activity

Pronosed Research Question

Aims of Research Adtivity

Objestives of Research Activily

Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
\What the research activity will acid to the body of knowledge

How it adctesses an area of importance.

Purpose of Research Activity

The purpose of this stucly is to analyse and review haw the sharing of infarmationy intelligence:
between Police forces within the UK was affected by the Soham Murders and the subseuent
Birchard Enguiry.

| will research If information sharing amangst UK Palice Farces with partner agencies has impraved
and if 50, how much? | will also 100k to consider whether there are any areas which stil need
improvement.

3 |The aim of the research activity s to fom a conclusian based on the research and review the level

of impact on information sharing since the murders and Birchard report as well as look at areas
where there has been greater or not enough impravemert.
The study is to review the impact on information sharing from the everts of the murders and
Birchard enguiry and research what examples of improvements there have been and ifthey have
benefitted infarmation sharing as a whole between UK Police Forces and partner agencies
Research Question

4

Has Police information sharing impraved since the Soham Murders?

April 2022 3 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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ihis box should expand as you type)
[Aims of Research Activity

1. Research the process of UK infarmation/intelligence sharing between UK Police Forces at
time of Soham Murders.

2. Research the Soham Murders and their relevant to information and intelligence sharing
3. Research The Birchard Enquiry and It's recommendations to Palice Forces
& 4. To lnok at examples of change by Police, Hame Office and partner agencies regarding
sharing information to manage offenders
5. Research areas forimpravement
6. Research what has been done well
7. Review Palice Officers/ public perceptions on Police officer sharing
6. Research any relevant stats or statistics

Objectives of Research Activity

To nderstand the process of infommatian sharing between UK Police forces and agencies

To nderstand the relevance of Soham Murders and Birchard Encuiry to changes to inter-force
informatin sharing

To research the changes implemented by P olicing badles ta improve information sharing

6 |Ta understand the level of impact of the changes

Understand peaples perception on qualty of information sharing between Palice forces

Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)

Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear|
what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed
appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to
|ustify the methods here, but should instead descrioe how you intend o collect the data necessary
for you to complete your project

| will considler using a sUrvey to ask members of the Police such as officers and staff as well as
;| members of the public to help research their opinions and views

Location of research activity
| dentify all Iocations where research activity will take place.

[ will researchthis topic at home (Swansea) or at any UWTSD liorary.

Research activity outside of the UK
I research activity will take place overseas, you are respansible for ensuring that local ethical
cansiderations are complied with and that the relevant permissians are sought. Spectty any local
quidelines (e.g. from ocal professional assaciationsfieamed societiestuniversities) that exist and
whether these invalve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any
licenses or permissians required). Alsa specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised
by the Iocal cantext in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cutural
andior legal sensitivities ar vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do
the research then please state this

| will nat be canduicting any research whilst outside the United Kingdom

9

April 2022 4 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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10

Use of documentation nat in the public domain: ATe any documerts NOT

publicly available?

NO =]

YES o

1

1FYes, please provide detals here of ow you will fain access to speciic documentation that is not
inthe public domain and thatthis is in accordance with the current data protection law of the

country in guestion and that of England and Wales.

his b showid expand as you type

Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being

of Future Generations (Wales) Act 20152

P
B
]
=
o

12

A prosperaus Wales

13

A resilient Wales

14

Ahealthier Wales

15

A more equal Wales

16

A Wales of cohesive cammunities

17

A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language

18

A globally respansible Wales

o|o|o|o|ofo|o
g(e(n|e|s|e|e

19

IfYES to any of the above, please give detalls;

SECT!

ION F: Scope of Research Activity

Will the research activity include:

YES | NO

Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?

Use of interviews?

Use of facus groups?

Use of participant diaries?

Use of video or auda recording?

Use of camputer-generated log files?

Participant ohservation with their knowledge?

Participant observation withaut thelr knawledge?

cla[a|oo|s]a]n

"Access t personal or confidential irformation without the particinants' specific

consert?

ol|lo|ojojo|o|o|o|s

“AGMINISHTAL0 Of any UESHONS, Test StmuUT, presentation fat may be.
experienced as physically, mentally ar emationally hamful / affensive?

g|r|e|ln|lelaie|e||o
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11 | Perfarmance of any acts which may cause embamassment or affect self-esteem?

12 | Investigation of participants invalved in ilegal activities?

13 | Use of procedures that involve deception?

14 | Administration of any substance, agert o placebo?

15 | Working with live vertebrate animals?

o|o|o|o|ofo
=A== =

16 | Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?

Other primary data collection methods. Please ndcate the type of data collection
method(s) belaw

Details of any oher primary data collection method

17

thisbbox should expand as you type)
ITND to every qUestion, then the research activity 1s (SENICally) 10w Tisk and may be exem L from sofe of the
fallawing sections (please refer to Guidance Notes)

ITYES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been
obtained

SECTION G: Intended Participants

If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H

Who arethe intended participants:

(
B
i
=
o

1| Students or staft at the University?

2| Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give cansert)?

3 | Vulnerable acuits?

Children and Y oung People Lnder the atje of 167 (C onsert from Parent, Carer or
Guardian will be recuired)

5 | Prisaners?

6 | Young offenders?

Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with
the investigator or a gatekeeper?

6 | Peaple engaged in illegal activities?

Oiners. Please indicate the participants below, and speciically ary oroup who
9 | may be unable to give consert.

ojlo|o|o|o|ofa|=
g(e(e|(e|s|a|o|o

Defalls of any oher participant groups a ®

Farticipant numbers and source

Pravide an estimate of the expected number of participarts. How will you identity participarts and
how wil they be recruited?

How many participarts are T anticipate there will be araund 30-45 participants

10 | expected?

April 2022 6 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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44 | Whowill the participants be? | Police staft/afficers/ members of the public
“The guestionnaire will be ananymous 1 Wil Rt USe, View or
12 | Howwinvou ientytre disclose any personal information
participants?
Information for participants:
YES | NO | na
13 | Willyou describe the main research procedures to participants in - - =
advance, so that they are infrmed about what to expect?
14| Will youtell participants that their participation is voluntary? = o o
15 | Will you obtain written consent for participation? ® o o
6 | Wil you explain o participants that refusal to participate In the = = B
research wil nt affect ther treatment or education (if relevant)?
|7 | IFthe researchis observational, will you ask participants for their = = =
cansert to being abserved?
"5 | Wil you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at = = =
any fime and for any reasan?
19 | With questionnaires, will vou Give participants e option of omitting = - =
questions they da not want to answer?
2o | Wil youtell participants that their data wil be freated with full - - p=
confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
1 | Wil you debrief participants at the end of their participation, 1 a way’ = - =
appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
22 | IfNO to any af above questins, please give an explanation
Information for participants: ves | no | wa
24 | Wil participants be paid? o = o
25 | Is specialist electrical or other equipment ta be used with participants? [ @ = o
26 | Are ere any financial or othier Mterests to the Investinator or = = =
University arising from this study?
7 | WITHhe research activiy Involve dETBerately misleading pamicparts n | = =
any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
28 | I YES to any question, please provide full details

SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

April 2022 7 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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Outiine any anticipated risks that may adversely afect any of the paricipants, the
researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them.

Ifyou have completed a full risk assessment (for example as recuired by a laboratory, or external
research callaborator) you may append that to this form

Yes | ®
No 5]

Full risk assessment completed and appended?

Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emational distress, financial disclosure, physical ham,
transfer of persanal data, sensitive organisatianal infarmation

Risk tn participants How you will mitgate the sk fo partcipants.
/A
ehis b 4 expa e (s b sl

Ifresearch activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or Upsetting topics (2.0, sexual activity,
drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e . criminal activity), oive
details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.0. helpline
numbers) to be offered to particinants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures shoud
make it clear that i something potertially or actually illeqal is discovered in the course of a project,
it may need to be disclosed to the proper athorties

/A

2his box shouit expa

Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emational distress, risk of accusation of
harm/im propriety, conflict of interest

RISk t0 the Investigator. Faw you wil g ate fhe A To The Tnvestiatar
/A

pox shouid expand as you type)

shouid expand as you iype)

University/institutional Fisks
For example: adverse publicity, financial Ioss, data pratection

RISk to the University Fow you wil G ate the 7oA To The Unbarsty:
/A

4 s e
his and a

Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pallutants, damage to local ecosystems

RISk to the ervironment: How you wil mRgate the sk 1o STrGTTIenE
/A

Disclosure and Barring Service

T e research activity Involves children or vUnerable adLits, a Disclosure.
and Baming Service (DBS) certficate must be obtained before any YES | NO | NA
cantact with such participants

Does your research require youto hold a current DBS Certificate? o| o =

IFES, please give the certificate number. 7 the certificate nMber 1s not
avallable please write"Pending”; inthis case any ethical approval will be
subject to providing the appropriate cerificate number.

April 2022 8 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

T | Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how wil this be done and when?

‘Al resuits wil be Kept for the use and henefit of my dissertation | will not contact any participants
regarding the conclusion nor the resuits. | will nat indicate as such

i

2| Informed consent
Describe the arrangemerts ta inform potential participants, before providing consent, of whatis
involved In participating, Descrioe the aandements for participants to provide full consent before
data collection begins. If aining consert in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be
obtained and recorded in accardance with prevailing data protection legistation

The terms and conditians will be conveyed to the to the participant taking part and consent will be
explained and requested

this box shouit
T | Confidentiality / Anonymity

Setout how anonymity of participants and corfidentiality will be ensured in any autpLts. If
anonymity is nat being offered, explain why this is the case

Twill ffer anorymity and not request any details of the paricipart, personal o ciherwise

SECTION . Data Protection and Storage

Does the research activity Invalve personal data (@ defined by the General
Data Protection Requlation 2016 "GDPR” and the Data Pratection Act 2018 YES | NO
"DPA'Y?

“Personal data” means any INOTmalion elaling (0 an ICentied of IGentiabie
natural person ('data sublect’). An iceniifiable natural person Is ane who can
b idertified, directly or indirectly, in pattioular by reference (0 an idertiier

1| such as @ name, an identification number, location data, an oniine ideriifiercr | 8 N/a
{0 0ne or Mot factors specific (0 the physica, physiological, Genetic, mentel
economic, culural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio
recorings of partioipants s considered! 0 be personal data

It YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs tn be collecter:

this box shouit
Does it invalve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)? YES | No

“Spechl caleqory dBta” means sensiive personal data consiaing of Iormatin as
10 the data subjects —

(2] racisi or ethnic origin,

(8} poltical opinions.

{(c) reliious beliets or other beliefs of & similar nature,

3| (a) membership of 2 trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour o N/A
Relstions (Consoldation) Act 199)

(&) physical or mental heath or condiion,
) sexual ife,

(q) genetics,

{h) bormetric data (a5 usedfor ID purposes),
I VES, provide a description of the special catenory data and explain why his data needs o be
callectedt

April 2022 g PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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4
Will data from the research acivity (collected data, drafts of thethesis, or | VES | NO
materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?

5 | Manual files (i.e. in paper fom)? o =

6 | University computers? o =

7 | Private compary computers? o =

8 | Home or other personal computers? o =]

9| Laptop computers CDs/ P ortable disk-crives/ memory sticks? = o

10 | "Cloud" storage or websites? o =

1 | Ofer—speciy = =
For all stored data, explain the measUres in place to ensUre the securlty of the data collected, data

12 | confidentiality, incluing details of backup procedures, password protection, encrygtion,
ananymisation and pseudonymisation
Laptop Is password protected. | am te S01E User and Nave SOl acoess o The infarm ation stored
Data Protection
Will the research activity involve any of the following activities ves | No

13 | Electronic wransfer of data in ary fom? =] =

|4 | Shaine of Gata with oihers atthe University 0LgsIOe of the mmediate research | oy =
team?.

15 | Sharing of data with other organisations? o =

16 | Export of data outsice the UK or importing of data from outside the UK? o =

17 | Use of personal addresses, posteodes, faxes, emails or telephane numbers? o =

18 | Publication of data that might allow identfication of individuals? o =

19 | Use of data management system? o =

20 | Data archiving? o =
It YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in

21 | accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and ary intemational euivalerts,
where apprapriate).

22 | List allwho will have access to the data generated by the research activity.

TiySel, oy,
23 | LSt who will iave cortrol of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research actvity.

April 2022 10 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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“Allnformation and research Wil be accessed and control by mysen solely.

24

Give details of data storage arangements, INCiuding SecLity measures In piace to protect the data,
where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form Will data be archived — It 50 how and if
nat why not.

The data will be stored on my computer which is password protected and is only accessible for
myself.

this bo shouis expand as you type,

25

Please Indicate If your data will e Stored Inthe UV T5D Researth Data Repository (see
Iitps /researchdata uwtsd ac uk/) If 5o please explain. (Most relevant to acackmis staff)

No

this bo shouid expand as you typ

2

Confirm that vou have reac fhe UWTSD ouidance on data managemert (see
hitps:/fwww Uwtsd ac ukflibrary/research-data-management/) s L=

27

Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data Urtil after your
research has completed or the end of your funding YES B
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SECTION K: Declaration

The information which | have provided is comect and complete to the best of my knowledge. | have
attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my
obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application | hereby confim that | undertake to ensure that the above named
research activity will meet the University's Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is
published on the website: fitns:www uwtsd ac Uk/research/esearch-ethics/

Date: 240824
1 | signature of applicant: | Dylan O'Driscall
For STUDENT Submissions:
o |Directorof Date:
Studies/Supervisor.
3 | signature
For STAFF Submissions:
| Atademic Director? Assistarnt Date:
Dean
5 | signature

Checklist: Please camplete the checkiist below to ensure thatyou have completed the form according to the
quitelines and attached any required documentation

B |1 have read the guidance notes supplied befare completing the form

® |1 have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in ful

® |1 confim that the research activity has received approval in principle

O |1 have attached a copy of finalinterim approval from extemal organisation (where appropriate)

o | ! have attached a fullrisk assessment (where appropriate) ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE
ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

s || understanathat it is my respansibilty to ensre that the above named research activity will meet
the University's Research Ethics and Integrity Cade of Practice.
1 understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents

B | (inclucing information shests, consent fams, questionnaires, interview schedules etc ) must be

confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutar or Academic Directar.

RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral C ollege Portal at (https:/imytsd uwtsd.ac L)

RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications refating to this application curing its processing must be in writing and emailed to
Doresearch@uwtsd ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval' followed by your name.

STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit tis form
(and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisormodule eader
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