In this essay, I will describe and critically analyse my teaching and reading of a Welsh book to a class on my most recent Professional Teaching Experience. I undertook this task with Twenty-one reception children, aged Four-Five. This was a mixed ability class in a large school, and some of the students had ALN, such as Global Delay and Selective Mutism. This led me to choose a basic book, which all children were able to follow. I chose the book ‘Tedi Twt a’r Tywydd’, as the students has just begun a topic investigation into the weather, and this is an appropriate introduction book for them. This book teaches them the names of different weathers in Welsh, as well as how to ask the question ‘What is the Weather?’ which could be expanded on further in class. My Learning objective for this lesson was ‘to understand the meaning of Tedi Twt a’r tywydd’, linking to the reading strand of the curriculum, in particular, ‘make meaning from visual features of the text, e.g. illustrations, photographs, diagrams and charts’ (Learning Wales, 2009). The success criteria for this lesson were ‘To be able to ask questions about the book in Welsh and English’.
https://youtu.be/X4m_bo-iFJc 
Overall, I have mixed feelings about this lesson. I feel the children could have been more engaged as a class, however they had been inside all day and were about to go home, therefore understandably excited. By placing my activity at the end of the day, the session fitted in with their usual routine of having a story before home time every day. For many of the children, routine was very important to them and disrupting this may have caused undue disruption and further impacted their learning. On the other hand, I felt that most children engaged positively with my instructions and were enthusiastic for the reading, willing to show their newly-acquired knowledge. As a class, these students enjoy a loud atmosphere which encourages participation from everyone, and I felt it would be unwise to change this as I had seen them respond well to it previously. In the end, I feel that I had adequate participation from the students, as well as being a catalyst for their inquisitive natures.
My choice of book for this assignment was due to the initiation of a new topic in class, inspired by ‘where we live’. This included the physical and natural characteristics of the area, as well as information such as the weather patterns and what a place might look like in each season. As part of their morning routine, the children sing a song about the daily weather and the helpwr heddiw puts a picture of the particular weather onto the board. I decided to use the book as an extension of this activity, as the reading itself would be done in the same room as the one the morning activities are done in. During the mornings, many of the children were struggling with the Welsh translations of weathers, and in particular matching these to the pictures and actual representations of the weather outside. As a result of this, I chose a book with clear picture representations of the weather, in order for the children to make the connections between them. I feel this was effective and helped cement the links between the language and pictures for the children. One thing I would change in regard to the book is that I would have preferred to have a physical copy of the book, instead of the digital download on the whiteboard. I feel that by having a physical book, the reading would have been more intimate and may have captured the children’s attentions for longer. I also feel that having a physical object, such as a book, that the children can touch, further adds to the concrete experiences the children can use to make links in their brain.
My Personal Target for this lesson was to improve my pronunciation of Welsh words. This is an area I particularly struggle with, because I did not come into contact with the Welsh language until around nine months ago, when I first came to wales. I feel that my Welsh has improved since I have been on PTE, as being immersed in the language every day greatly helped my knowledge of incidental Welsh. For this lesson specifically, I practiced the pronunciation of the words I struggled with with my class teacher beforehand, in order to get corrections, and to ensure I did not feed the children misinformation. In the lesson itself, I feel that my pronunciation was at an appropriate level for the children, as the children clearly understood what I was saying and were able to answer questions I asked in Welsh. Overall, I feel that I met my personal target for this lesson, because my Welsh pronunciation has greatly improved.
I based my classroom management strategies in this lesson on that provided and used by the school. I felt that it would be less confusing for the students to follow an established behaviour plan rather than implement my own. The established management plan is comprised of the students sitting in their own ‘sitting spots’ and adhering to the ‘dojo point’ system, based on skinner’s theory of positive reinforcement within operant conditioning (McLeod, 2018) The children respond to this system very well, as they are enticed by the rewards offered. In my lesson, I did not show any explicit examples of this system, however the operant conditioning experienced by the students has predisposed them towards an obedient nature. In the lesson, I feel the level of classroom management was at a generally good level and the children behaved well throughout the lesson. The children enjoy being vocal as a group, hence I encouraged them to shout out at times during the reading. The purpose of this is to give them self confidence in their answers. This confidence is also part of the new curriculum, as we encourage the children to become ‘Healthy, confident individuals’ (Donaldson, 2015)
All of the children in this class are second-language Welsh, and some are also EAL, with Polish and Arabic being spoken as a first language by more than one of the pupils. Many of these pupils did not know any Welsh before arriving at the school in September, and as such, the ability level of their Welsh is low compared to other children their age in different locations. This was also influential in choosing a book, as I wanted to choose one they could understand through the pictures alone, without needing to have any understanding of written Welsh. 
In Conclusion, my overall opinion of this lesson is positive. The session enhanced the pupils’ knowledge of Welsh, as well as strengthening their general knowledge of weather. The children behaved and were in the correct frame of mind for learning, due to the behaviour strategies employed both before and during the lesson. I feel the book chosen was at an appropriate level for their current knowledge of Welsh and was sufficiently stimulating to capture the children’s attention throughout. By asking the children to both raise their hands to answer questions and, at certain points, to shout out answers, the pace of the lesson was increased, which kept the children interested. In regard to my own performance, I feel that my use of Welsh both incidentally and as part of the reading of the book were at a generally good level. If I were to repeat this session, there are certain things I would do differently, such as using a physical book, as previously mentioned. I would also change the structure of the group, having less children in order to give more individual focus to each child. This may have led to higher order thinking conversations, as well as this I would be able to check each individual’s understanding of the lesson. However, time constraints meant that this was not possible and in order to fit in with the school schedule as much as possible, I chose to adhere to the end of day reading time. Despite these potential amendments, I feel the lesson was an overall success.
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