Reticence

This show is about silence within scenery. The artist/artists work throughout this is by Ansel Adams. The images included within this exhibition are related to today’s society because as most places are constantly crowded and polluted, these secluded locations seem free from human life. I thought this would be a good theme to do as topics such as climate change and the change that humans cause the earth can be a very 

The reticence of the images is very clear and is my immediate thought on them. As the main theme is silence, I thought reticence is a fitting title as it presents the ‘silence’ theme well but is more of an obscure name to it.  


The theme of my exhibition, silence, shows the tranquility within the photographs that produce a much larger effect and feeling. The lack of action/presence to the image creates an environment that you feel like you are in, although you’re not. You are not distracted by any elements of the photograph and rather pulled in and focus on the photograph as a whole. Silence within an image can open up a lot of questions and makes you wonder what that environment would be like if there was something going on or if you were actually there yourself. You’re more drawn in and read a lot more into the photographs. The silence presents some sort of absence, something missing from the photograph which also makes you wonder what could be missing from the landscape. 

The diagram below is the layout of my exhibition including pieces from Ansel Adams landscape work. I have included 8 images that make up the complete set of images. I have decided to set up my exhibition so that all of the images run in some sort of circle. They’re all set on the outline of the room with space in the middle. I have put my first photo at the beginning because as the river runs through the image, it’s as if it pulls you in and leads on to the next one with ease. The next one is of an open lake that leads through the photograph and kind of pushes you to look at the next one. The third is a landscape of rocks in front of a mountain and as you look across the image you are pulled to the next image. The next is also a landscape and with the path between the rocks you are lead to the next image. The image after the church doorway is another image of a lake that spreads across the image and leads you to the next. This image of rocks slightly rises so you are drawn to the next. The last image hasn’t really got any leading points so I thought this image would be best to have last. This is the order of my photographs and why I have chosen to place them like this. 
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Exhibition Layout.
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In research for this work, I researched into Ansel Adams and his work with landscape photography. Alongside this, I also looked at www.britannica.com for information about him and his work. For research into the theme, silence, I looked at www.worldphoto.org and http://betterphotography.in/. 


The first image I have included, is a landscape image that includes a river running through the center. I find this image very interesting as the way the river is running and the angle its shot from, it’s as if you’re being pulled right the way through the photograph as if you were part of the current that forms in rivers. I like the silence within this photograph as there doesn’t seem to be much going on that you can think about but you imagine as if you’re there and hearing the sounds of the river etc. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The second image I have chosen is another image of water but this time it’s more of an open lake than a river. This image was shot closer which makes you feel more involved in the photograph. Where the rocks are sat at the foreground of the image, it’s as if you’re standing in that exact spot. Again, this presents silence because everything seems completely still in the image, the lake is flat and the trees look still. It’s as if everything is frozen and there is no sound or movement. 

The third image I have decided to use is an interesting image of rocks at the bottom of the mountains. I think that this photograph portrays silence as there, again, seems to be nothing going on. The rocks seem to be abandoned and untouched and the clouds also seem to be still. 

The fourth image I have used is one of a canyon looking landscape. I think the depth between the canyons is interesting as the drops between them creates interesting shadows. The silence is present here because there seems to be no presence of life anywhere, everything just seems to be empty. 

The fifth image, of the church doorway, is different to the images I’ve chosen so far. I chose this image because of this reason and also because usually this is a place that is busy and full of people, although in this image it’s completely empty. There is nothing going on although the photo taken through the doorway is interesting because it’s as if you’re entering the photo and looking further into the image than you would if it wasn’t taken this way. 

The sixth image I have chosen is also different to the landscape images, although technically still a landscape image. The tree seems to be swaying with the wind, although with the shot the tree looks still and frozen. The silence is within this photograph as the movement is still.

The seventh image is of mountains that I thought were interesting. The way this image was shot was close up to the base of a mountain. This acts as if you’re stood there yourself in this location. Again, there is not much going on. There is a waterfall of some sort in the image but as it’s small and frozen from the quick shutter, it’s been frozen and the movement is stopped. There is nothing distracting you so you’re sorely focused on the landscape. 

The eighth and last image is of a tree encased in snow. This image is different to the rest, the rest seem to be in dry and sunny conditions where as this one includes snow. The snow shows some sort of life although it has already fallen and is just sitting on the floor. 

I am pleased with the outcome of this exhibition. I thought that I have chosen the right photographs to fit the theme of my work and the theme is strong. I feel like I have researched in to the photographs I have used well and have referenced these well too. 
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