
The assignment requires students to:
· Select and explain one developmental theory relevant to early childhood.
· Apply the theory to Shona's case.
· Discuss nature and nurture influences.
· Propose evidence-based interventions.
· Critically evaluate the theory's strengths and limitations.
· Use a minimum of 6 academic sources and Harvard referencing.
· Deliver a professional 10 minute presentation (2 mins questions)



















LCHS4010 Psychology in Health and Social Care
Assessment Component 1: Individual Presentation
Lecturer Marking Rubric (Level 4)

	Criterion
	Weighting
	Fail (0-39%)
	Pass (40-49%)
	Good (50-59%)
	Very Good (60-69%)
	Excellent (70-100%)

	1. Engagement with Literature and Evidence
	20%
	Very limited or inappropriate sources. Minimal evidence base. Referencing absent or inaccurate. Fewer than 6 academic sources.
	Uses minimum evidence with some relevant academic sources. Referencing attempted but errors evident.
	Appropriate range of sources with reasonable evidence integration. Minor referencing errors.
	Good range of recent and credible academic sources. Evidence clearly supports key points. Referencing mostly accurate.
	Extensive use of high-quality academic evidence that is fully integrated throughout. Sources used critically. Harvard referencing accurate and consistent throughout.

	2. Knowledge and Understanding of Developmental Theory
	20%
	Inaccurate or limited explanation of the chosen theory. Significant misunderstandings of key concepts.
	Basic explanation of theory with some understanding of key concepts evident.
	Sound explanation demonstrating clear understanding of theoretical concepts and terminology.
	Thorough and accurate explanation showing strong understanding of developmental processes and theory.
	Comprehensive, confident explanation demonstrating detailed understanding and insightful use of theory in relation to early childhood development.

	3. Critical Analysis and Evaluation
	20%
	Largely descriptive. Little or no evaluation of the theory. Conclusions unsupported.
	Some attempt at evaluation but mostly descriptive. Limited discussion of strengths and weaknesses.
	Balanced discussion of advantages and limitations with some supporting evidence.
	Clear critical evaluation supported by evidence and reasoned judgement. Shows awareness of alternative perspectives.
	Sophisticated evaluation with well-supported judgements. Demonstrates clear critical thinking and considers competing viewpoints and evidence.

	4. Application to Practice and Case Study
	20%
	Little connection between theory and Shona's circumstances. Proposed interventions absent, unrealistic, or unsupported.
	Basic application of theory to Shona's behaviour. Some relevant practical suggestions offered.
	Appropriate application explaining most aspects of Shona's developmental needs. Practical interventions linked to theory.
	Strong application showing clear links between theory, developmental needs, and evidence-based strategies. Includes discussion of nature and nurture influences.
	Excellent integration of theory with all aspects of Shona's emotional, social, cognitive, and physical development. Interventions are realistic, evidence-based, and highly relevant to early years practice. Nature and nurture are evaluated effectively.

	5. Professional Presentation and Communication Skills
	20%
	Unclear structure. Poor organisation. Slides difficult to follow. Significant timing problems. Poor academic communication.
	Basic organisation and structure. Presentation understandable though sometimes unclear. Some issues with timing or slide design.
	Well-structured presentation with generally clear communication and professional appearance.
	Engaging and well-organised presentation. Appropriate pace, confident delivery, and effective use of slides.
	Highly professional presentation. Clear, confident, engaging delivery. Excellent slide design, logical flow, effective time management, and strong response to questions.



Indicative Grade Characteristics
70%+ (Distinction)
The student demonstrates a clear and accurate understanding of the chosen developmental theory, applies it confidently to Shona's circumstances, critically evaluates strengths and limitations using evidence, integrates nature and nurture considerations, and proposes highly relevant interventions. Presentation is professional, well-paced, and supported by strong academic literature.
60-69% (Merit)
Strong understanding and application of theory with good use of evidence. Critical evaluation is evident though may lack depth or breadth seen at distinction level. Presentation is clear, organised, and academic.
40-59% (Pass)
The theory is explained accurately and applied appropriately to the case study. Discussion may rely more on description than analysis. Evidence base and presentation skills meet minimum Level 4 expectations.
Below 40% (Fail)
Insufficient understanding of developmental theory, limited application to the case study, inadequate evidence base, weak critical analysis, or failure to meet presentation requirements.




Lecturer Quick-Marking Checklist
✓ One developmental theory selected and accurately explained
✓ Key concepts clearly described
✓ Theory applied to Shona's behaviours and developmental needs
✓ Nature and nurture factors discussed
✓ Practical nursery-based interventions proposed
✓ Strengths and limitations critically evaluated
✓ Minimum 6 academic sources used
✓ Accurate Harvard referencing
✓ Professional slide design and structure
✓ Delivered within 10-minute allocation
✓ Questions answered appropriately

