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Introduction and the key concepts of the paper.
The key concept of this paper is to critically analyse the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement in response to the killing of a Black American known as George Floyd. To achieve this, it is important to understand the identity and the history of the movement before the killing, as well as look at key statistics and historical events the group has taken part in both before and in response to his death.  This paper will include the analysation of  key sociological and criminological theories surrounding the perception of the public towards the Black Lives Matter movement as well as theories surrounding the response from the police to acts committed by the movement and its supporters.
To analyse the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement also known as BLM in response to the killing of George Floyd it is beneficial  to understand the core beliefs and goals of the group from when they began as it will allows for comparisons to be made to how the group operates in response to the death of George Floyd. Kelly,2020 states that the Black Lives Matter movement propelled into popularity as a result of police killings of African Americans during the COVID–19 pandemic in the US and other countries. This combined with other theories and articles that can be found within this essay gives an understanding of how the movement rose in popularity.
Before analysing the response of the movement post-death of George Floyd it is important to analyse what the movement has achieved so far. According to a website by the name of Dosomething.com the BLM movement has made some very impactful changes during its rise to a global status. The three main areas of change that are listed are categorised under Police reform, racist relics, and education. 
As a result of the BLM movement, there has been an implementation of Breonna’s law within selected states in the UK. This was brought to fruition following the death of Breonna Taylor an African – American woman who was shot in her home in Kentucky. The US Congress states that Breonna’s law prohibits the following use of what is known as no-knock warrants which allows law enforcement to enter a building without stating their authority and purpose. This was due to the nature of her death and the BLM movement as stated on their website is still campaigning for the officers responsible to answer for their actions. The movement’s involvement in the implementation of a new law in the US is a milestone for the organisation as it shows the world that the BLM movement can cause change on a political level.

The Death of George Floyd – 2020 
The death of George Floyd was a tragic event that had taken place in the United States of America however, his death was widely covered by the news and soon the death of George Floyd was known outside of the US. George Floyd was killed on the 25th of May and within 2 days according to the New York Times (2020), protests began within cities and states across the US. The protests seem to have begun in Minneapolis with reports of police officers using tear gas to disperse protestors. With the death of George Floyd, organisations such as the BLM movement as well as the people of the US especially begun protesting and demanding justice for his death, with riots breaking out across the US support for groups such as the BLM began to vary likely due to the series of events that had taken place after his death. To analyse the rise of the BLM movement in response to the death of George Floyd it is key to  analyse data and statistics which indicate the support the organisation is receiving. The Pew research centre has conducted an analysis on the level of support that the BLM movement has accumulated the percentage of people are supporting the organisation post death of George Floyd. The data indicates that under the parameters of their research that the BLM organisation has lost a percentage of people who still declare their support to the group. The research categorises the levels of support into two categories, those who somewhat support the organisation and those who strongly support the cause.  The key statistics are that as previously recorded 67% of US Americans declared some form of support towards the movement that number has decreased to 55%. 

Response from Black Lives Matter. 
The death of George Floyd brought together communities, countries, and people from around the world. CBS News (2020) had written that his death and the support of the BLM had sparked one of the biggest protests for racial injustice in the United States since the Civil War. Since the death of George Floyd, the United States Department of Justice had released information on the verdict in the matter of former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin, the officer responsible for the death of George Floyd. His actions which led to the death of George Floyd such as the use of excess force led to the riots and protests that the world had seen throughout 2020. The US justice department tells us that Mr Chauvin will be facing over 250 months of prison which is more than 20 years. The most well known response to his death were the riots that occurred in the days following his death. The protests however and the protesters seemed to be different during the protest for George Floyd however, Cheung, etal 2020 stated that the protestors appear to be more racially diverse stating how a large number of protestors fighting for racial justice and equality were not African American themselves, within an article they also state how a poll within America had revealed that 74% of Americans believed that the death of George Floyd was a larger issue than the treatment of black people in America by the hands of the police. The article also stated that many of the protestors were calling for mandatory changes within the police in the US calling for police officers to wear body cameras as a standard procedure. 
Criminological theory and racial disparity in crimes and arrests. 
Rocque, (2011) uses his research to show the criminological link between black and ethnic minorities and their opinion towards criminal justice systems. His research suggests that the link between ethnic and black minorities and their opinion on the criminal justice system is based upon their personal and or vicarious experiences they have had with the criminal justice system. His research suggests that the current criminological theories on ethnic and black minorities are that they are much more likely to be arrested for crimes in comparison to their white counterparts, in an article discussing racial disparities In crime Rocque goes  on to discuss how these criminological theories  leads us to believes that this is due to the fact that minorities tend to engage in more deviant and criminal activities hence the reason for a larger amount of Black people getting arrested than white people. The article sets out to advance the theory of racial disparity through researching literature regarding how black and ethnic minorities view the criminal justice system. Therefore this article reveals how criminological theories regarding black and ethnic minorities and their relationship with the criminal justice system may be in need of advancing and or reviewing. 
Goldkamp, (1976)  states in a journal that minorities and black people share a disproportionate percentage of those who are killed through the use of deadly force at the hands of the police within the US. The journal states that within the US the only difference between the death penalty they have within some states of the US and the use of deadly force law that they have are the safeguarding measures in place to ensure that the use of deadly or extreme force is only used when necessary and is a last resort during an arrest. That being said there is an extensive summary reading of the death penalty produced by the Amnesty organisation in 2020. The publication outlines the that need to be taken before the death, it also shows the extensiveness of the guidelines and laws that must be followed before acting on the death penalty. This is important as it shows how there is a difference in the safeguarding measures from police lethal force and the death penalty within prisons.
 Goldkamp also suggests that ethnic minorities and black people hold the majority of deaths from the use of lethal force, this shows a pattern of racial disparity between minorities and the police and is evidence of why groups such as the BLM have risen to popularity for fighting racial injustice within countries such as the United States. The total number of deaths at the hands of police black people in 2020 according to Statista (2020) is around 240 people. However according to the website recorded data dating back to 2017 shows that from that year onwards and leading into 2023 that white people have the highest number of deaths from police shootings. This data contradicts the findings of sociological and criminality theories that I have analysed as the data shows that within the last 6 years that white people had a higher total number of deaths from police shootings than black people. The data however must not be taken as a direct link to the racial disparity as the website also lists that people of an unknown race hold the largest percentage of police shootings for 2021 and 2022, therefore this information can only give us so much information into the disparity of racial injustice.

Understanding hate crime and its link towards crime reporting.
Zaykowski, H (2010) reported their findings towards how likely different races and minorities are to report a crime based on experiences their race has faced from the police. Their findings summarise that people of ethnic minorities and black people are less likely to report crimes to the police based on negative experiences they have had with law enforcement. The concept of the article and their research was to identify why this may be the case. The conclusion of their findings is that black and ethnic minorities are less likely to report a crime due to the statistics that suggest how they are more likely to be arrested and shot by the police in comparison to white people. Fear plays a large factor in their decision to not report crimes also. Zaykowski also states that black and ethnic minorities are also less likely to be supported in terms of crime reporting, meaning that people tend not to report hate crimes and racial discrimination of those groups to the police. Theories such as these can be linked to criminality theory as a well as theories revolving racial disparity.
 Perry, B (2001) also states that their understanding of hate crimes and racial discrimination is society still holding on to fear, hate and inequality that the world has faced for hundreds of years and that these issues are still prevalent because of those reasons. Many criminological theories such as racial disparity and racial equality within policing share similar ideas. These theories also have evidence to support the idea that fear can play a large role in racial disparity and public perception, an example of this would be theories that suggest black and ethnic minorities being afraid to report a crime due to the possible racial disparity among minorities with the police. The idea that this fear will also have a role in the trust between minorities and the police Is also a sociological theory as many people will have their own biases towards different  groups of people, for example how black and ethnic minorities may view the police due to their biases through personal experiences, as well as how people may view ethnic minorities. 

Conclusion.
The idea of this essay was to critically analyse the response of the black lives matter movement in response to the death of George Floyd in order to do this it was important to understand criminological and sociological theories revolving the response to his death, this included racial disparity theories regarding the prejudice that black and ethnic minorities face at the hands of the police through reading academic literature that suggests these theories as well as theories revolving the opinions and biases towards the criminal justice system from the perspective of black and ethnic minorities through theories and literature that suggests this. This essay has also included a look into the short term responses which occurred after George Floyds death such as the riots which occurred in the US as well as identifying some of the long term responses that the organisation had hoped to achieve since his death. This essay also includes literature regarding the police use of lethal force as well as literature regarding the safeguarding measures in place for death penalty prisoners and how they are dealt with, in order to show that each of those areas have extensive measures in place. The literature included in this essay was chosen based on their relevance and their insight into different criminological theories and theories which revolve around race and crime, the goal of these theories were to provide an insight into how different the theories on race and crime are as well as to look at the comparisons between the theories and how they can be applied when analysing the BLM movement.
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