Research Activity: Exploring Holidays Around the World
Objective:
Students will research various holidays celebrated around the world, compare and contrast their findings, and present their insights to the class.
Instructions:
1. Select a Holiday:
· Each student (or group of students) will choose a holiday to research. Encourage them to pick holidays from different cultures and countries to ensure a diverse range of topics.
2. Research the Holiday:
· Students should gather information on the following aspects of their chosen holiday: 
· Name and Date: What is the holiday called, and when is it celebrated?
· History and Origin: How did the holiday originate? What historical or cultural significance does it have?
· Traditions and Customs: What are the common traditions, customs, and activities associated with the holiday?
· Food and Symbols: What special foods are prepared, and what symbols are associated with the holiday?
· Modern Celebrations: How is the holiday celebrated today? Are there any notable changes or modern adaptations?
3. Compare and Contrast:
· After completing their research, students will compare their holiday with another holiday researched by a classmate. They should focus on similarities and differences in: 
· Cultural Significance: How important is the holiday in its respective culture?
· Traditions and Customs: Are there any similar traditions or customs between the two holidays?
· Celebration Styles: How do the ways of celebrating differ or resemble each other?
4. Presentation:
· Students will  share their findings with the class. They should highlight the key points of their research and the comparisons they made.
5. Discussion:
· After the discussion facilitate a class discussion to reflect on the diversity of holidays and what students learned from the activity. Encourage students to ask questions and share their thoughts.
Example Holidays:
· Diwali (India)
· Hanukkah (Jewish communities)
· Christmas (Christian communities)
· Chinese New Year (China)
· Eid al-Fitr (Muslim communities)
· Día de los Muertos (Mexico)
This activity not only helps students learn about different cultures but also develops their research, critical thinking, and presentation skills. 

