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Reflective report on Academic Skill Development Using Driscoll Model
[bookmark: _Toc1095462995]1. Introduction
During this reflective report, I will write about my experiences learning about three subjects we have been covering in the academic skill module.
These will be note taking, paragraph writing and referencing. I will reflect on what I have learned, what I liked and disliked and how I will use these new skills in the future. To create this report, I have reviewed all the course work I have done throughout this term. I will use the Driscoll model of reflection as I have found this to be the broadest and most straightforward of the three models (Driscoll 2007)

[bookmark: _Toc910535860] 2. Reflection Topics
Notetaking, Paragraph Writing, Referencing

[bookmark: _Toc1553025595]2. 1. What?
When I began this module, I had basic knowledge of effective studying practices. My notes were basic, I had little experience in paragraphing and had no experience in referencing.
[bookmark: _Toc1812824556]NOTETAKING
We completed several exercises covering each of the methods. 
We covered 3 note taking methods in week 2:
[bookmark: _Int_g4HoNLwr]Linear Notetaking: i.e., Cornell. Write key points in a list, leaving a column on the left for personal thoughts and a space at the bottom of the page for a summary. One exercise involved listening to a podcast on Motivation vs Procrastination. (Hammond C, 2019) We had to make notes using the Cornell method of notetaking. (appendix 1)
Diagrammatic: Using flowcharts and mind maps to take notes. We used a handout to create diagrammatic notes. Titled “8 ways bad managers kill conversation and motivation” (Murray K, 2021) . Using the mind map method was helpful for this exercise as I could categorize the positive and negative aspects of the managers. (appendix 2)
Tabular Notetaking: Using tables to categorize or compare information
[bookmark: _Toc659613834]PARAGRAPH WRITING
I was also officially introduced to paragraph writing and structuring which included a topic, a topic sentence, supporting details and a conclusion. We completed a Paragraph activity in week 4. (appendix 3)
[bookmark: _Toc216127017]REFERENCING
I learned the purpose of referencing to avoid plagiarism and to give credit to authors. We practiced referencing by completing several in-text citations and created references from a handout given to us in class. (appendix 4)

[bookmark: _Toc1385315975]2.2. So What?
[bookmark: _Int_QHHscB4A]Every week we practiced these skills in different ways and reflecting on these experiences, I found some of the techniques useful and some that did not appeal to me.
[bookmark: _Toc1901406595]NOTETAKING
Linear Note taking
This is the format that I am most familiar with, although leaving a section to the left for personalized comments and a section at the bottom to summarize was new to me. I found this quite useful.
Diagrammatic
At first, this confused me. I could not see the connection between mind mapping and taking notes until I completed the exercise on it and found it useful to lay things out and categorize them. 
Tabular
This table style layout was not particularly useful to me, but I can see how it would be useful in certain applications, like comparing notes from different sources.
[bookmark: _Toc677380929]PARAGRAPH WRITING
I enjoyed learning to write a paragraph and had no problem picking up the principles of starting with a topic, writing a topic sentence then supporting this with details and finally a concluding sentence.
[bookmark: _Toc1931742639]REFERENCING
I got a grasp of intext citations straight away but had difficulty in the layout of full referencing. Distinguishing between an online reference as opposed to one from a book was challenging when it came to writing a full reference.
[bookmark: _Toc732656442]2.3. Now What?
[bookmark: _Toc664469292]IMPROVING NOTETAKING
[bookmark: _Int_pOeKVeUk]For linear notes, I will practice summarizing and writing only the key points during lectures. I will allow space in my notebook to add details later, which will make my notes clearer. I will make more use of diagrammatic notes, especially mind maps to help with ideas and information that is related. I will organize my thoughts and ideas through diagrammatic notetaking before starting a report or essay. I will use tabular notes for comparing information in the form of tables which has been very effective.
[bookmark: _Toc300704739]DEVELOPING PARAGRAPH WRITING
I will continue to practice the structure we learned in class to write more comprehensive paragraphs, always starting with a topic sentence introducing my main idea. I will then support the topic sentence with details from reliable sources. Finally adding a concluding sentence to complete the paragraph or continuing with a link to the following paragraph.
[bookmark: _Toc74483990]BUILDING REFERENCING SKILLS
I will get into the habit of noting down the source whenever I research work for a report or assignment. I will use references tools to ensure accuracy. This will give my work legitimacy whilst also crediting the original sources.
[bookmark: _Toc2071701382]3. Conclusion
[bookmark: _Int_nLuuRyX0] This module has helped me develop my academic skills immensely. Using Driscoll's reflective model to think about “What?”, “So What?”, “Now What?” has shown me how much I have developed and what I need to do in the future. Effective notetaking will make learning new information faster and more efficient. Constructive writing skills will help me communicate my message effectively, and proper referencing will add credibility and honesty to my work. By continuing to practice and refine these skills, I believe I can achieve better results in my future studies. Learning different notetaking methods, paragraph writing skills and referencing techniques has made me more confident and prepared for university. Although there is still room for improvement, I now have the tools and strategies to become successful in my university course and the benefits of learning these skills will reach beyond university life and they will also affect my future career.
[bookmark: _Toc1089345062]4. References
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[bookmark: _Toc2010850861]5. Appendix

















	
	
	



