ECDE7018 Suggested Assignment Structure

Assessment Component 1: 25%
Written Assignment: 1875-word equivalent

Prepare a detailed research proposal based on a topic of your choice. Discuss the existing literature within the field of study and demonstrate the gap in the literature that you intend your study to fill. Within your research proposal, you should create a suitable number of research questions that would be answerable through a specific approach (qualitative/ quantitative/ mixed methods) to data collection. 
	Section
	Suggested content
	Approximate word count

	Proposed Title 
	
	20-30

	Background & Context
	In this section you will need to:
· Place the research topic in its historical, cultural and social context.
· Explain why the research is significant and important.
e.g.
What is your research about?
Why have you chosen this topic? 
Why is it important (to you/to others)?
What does the published literature say about your topic?
Do authors agree or disagree?
Are there studies available that are similar to the study that you are proposing?
	500

	Aims and Objectives
	In this section, you will need to:
· Explain what you want to achieve through the research;
· Outline the aims and objectives of the research.

Is there a gap in the literature that you intend to fill?
	250 – 500

	Proposed methodology
	In this section, you will need to explain how you will achieve your aims and objectives:

· Describe the method(s) you will use to carry out your research;
· Discuss your proposed sampling strategy/ies.
	500

	Introductory bibliography
	You should list a minimum of 10 titles that are relevant to your research. You should include all works cited in this form. The list should be alphabetical using the Harvard referencing system.
	





Assessment Component 2 – 50%
Written Assignment: 3750 words


With reference to relevant literature, identify an area of research you may want to explore. Outline your preferred approach (qualitative/quantitative/mixed methods) to this enquiry by focusing on one or more of your research questions. Plan an appropriate data collection process and associated analysis of the data, reflecting on its strengths and limitations. 
	Section
	Suggested content
	Suggested word count

	Introduction 
	Briefly introduce your topic and the research question that you have chosen to focus on in this part of the assignment.
What is the aim of your study?
	200

	Chosen method
	What is/are your chosen method(s)?
· Quantitative
· Qualitative
· Mixed-methods approach
	1000

	Sampling
	What is/are your sampling method(s)?
	600

	Ethics
	What are the ethical considerations that relate to your study?
	500

	Research tool(s)
	What is/are the research tool(s) that you have selected?
	1000

	Data analysis method(s)
	Which method(s) of data analysis have you chosen?
	400

	Conclusion
	Summarise your intentions.
	50




Assessment Component 3 – 25%
Written Assignment: 1875-word equivalent

Consider the ethical implications of your identified research question, critically reflecting upon the ethical issues surrounding the research process. Using the UWTSD Ethics form, outline the responses you would provide to address the research question(s) discussed in Component 2.
You will need to complete the following sections:
· A - About You
· L - Types of Personal Data
· M: Participant Information and Consent 
· Q: Risk Assessment
