


This essay will look at the broad and wide definitions of terrorism and how there is need for a common and universal definition for terrorism. Moving onto the Al-Qaeda and what their ideologies and motives are. This will lead on to leadership and how influential leadership affected the Al-Qaeda. The operations of the Al-Qaeda will be the next topic highlighting statistics and the outcomes of the attacks, linking into how the internet affects terrorism and counterterrorism. Then conclude on why the Al-Qaeda should be known as terrorists and if so why. 

Terrorism is a very broadly subject as many see and define terrorism in different ways and this is very important as it sets the line of differentiating a terrorist act and an act of terror. Aven, Terje and Guikema, Seth (2015) define terrorism “to be an act of violence or the threat of violence with the goal of inciting terror to achieve a stated or implicit political, religious, or ideological goal.” (P.2162). This emphasises the key words which are violence or threat of violence which must happen. The deciding factor which dictates whether it is classed as a terrorist attack would be the motive for attack, this is where someone ideology can link in. 

The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) website agrees with Aven and Guikema (2015) but also talks about how motives could revolve. These attacks could be to intimidate the public thus making public awareness on their ideology or even “influence any international government organisation.”. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) split terrorism into two different sections. International Terrorism would be described as violent or criminal actions which are linked or in relation to terrorist organisations. Domestic terrorism would also be violent or criminal acts but stemming from ideological goals which are domestically influenced. Examples of these would be racial, political, or religious. All FBI information found on their website.

After reviewing many definitions, all sources boil down to violent acts or threats which help create awareness for their personal or group ideology. According to Williamson (2009) the terminology behind terrorism is emotive and highly political but is very shallow when used universally and the definition is based on social justification. This would mean the definition varies from different societies and upbringings. There should be a set description which fits all criteria universally.

Focusing on a particular organisation who are publicized as a terrorist group would be the Al-Qaeda. Bryson (2021) comments that the Al-Qaeda movement was formally made after the soviet war in Afghanistan which involved many jihadis groups and the Al-Qaeda was a group which hoped to unite all the jihads of Afghanistan and to create a group of elite fighters or otherwise seen as an army which could become recognised globally. The local jihadis would happily pledge themselves to this new group of Al-Qaeda as this gave them more power, assets such as money and guns.

Jihadism is the ideology of the Al-Qaeda. The BBC Website states that Jihadism is the word for ‘struggle’ or ‘effort’ in Arabic. This shows that the see violent struggle as the way of changing things for a better Muslim Community. All Jihads want the same thing which is advancing Islam but how they do this can vary. They will attack violently they know in their mind that they have the support of ‘sharia’ which is the realm of war. Bryson (2021) believes all Jihadis should be educated on the sharia, and this should be popularised for all Muslims to take arms. 

Looking into Al-Qaeda’s main ideologies, The Anti-Defamation League website states anti-Semitism is very intrinsic to the Al-Qaeda as in theology a holy Muslim warrior would be willing to kill a Jew and should fight until annihilated. Al-Qaeda consider Jews as the true evil and the god which oversees fighting Islam is Jewish.

According to Gregg (2010) another reason there is a need for a joint Jihadi movement is the poor and corrupt leadership which has led the decline of the Muslim community and accepting western society normalities which has made the community rigid and drift from “the true path of Islam. “(P.295). This represents that Al-Qaeda want to remove themselves from the western world and stop different values affecting the Muslim community.

Roy (2016) emphasises the Jihadi Terminology and the reoccurring themes which create the need to ‘avenge a suffering Muslim community”. Roy believes that to understand a Jihadis thought process, you must listen to what they’re preaching. The believe in avenging fallen Muslim soldiers, that death is to them is the same as life to you and lastly punish the western societies for what they have done to the Muslim community.

Al-Qaeda’s ideology differed when in 1999 when leader Osama Bin Laden announced ‘’The ruling to kill the Americans and their allies – civilians and military is an individual duty for every Muslim.’’ (Bin Laden, 1998 cited in Gregg, 2010), (p.297) this was a public announcement and did its job in scaring the American public by doing this it creates tension between government and the people as the public will enquire about why the hatred exists and creates awareness about the Al-Qaeda.

Gregg (2010) also speaks about Al-Qaeda’s motives and goals and how they link in with their ideology. Their goals consist of things such as: Creating a barrier against western influences, which will stop true Islamic thoughts and methods to be altered, increase numbers of Islamic believers those who will help promote and raise awareness for the cause and lastly liberating the whole Muslim nation and confronting their enemies and potentially fighting for their beliefs.

The leader of this new organisation was Osama Bin Laden. According to Langman (2021) Osama was a multifaceted person who was described as humble and soft spoken which would bring the question on how he would be responsible of a group which was involved in mass genocides and responsible for thousands of civilian deaths. 

Bryman (2021) also elaborates that Osama Bin Laden wanted these local jihadi regimes to see the bigger enemy which was the United States of America. The Al-Qaeda believed that to gain full control of the middle east, they would have to force the United States to pull out of supporting Muslim state regimes. They understood they were outmanned and at a disadvantage due to assets therefore they believed they could tactically remove US by influencing their society. Scheur (2011, P2) quotes “Bin Laden and the Islamists have attacked the United States and its allies precisely because of the negative impact their governments' actions have had in the Muslim world”. 

According to Langman (2021) Looking further into Bin Laden’s ideology and motives, it was very clear that he was very anti-sematic and furthermore hateful of other things which weren’t in line with his Islamic beliefs such as Christianity. He referred to other religious followers as ‘infidels’ this shows how extreme his beliefs were considering in the Islamic beliefs that Jews and Christians were people of the book, and their thoughts and opinions should be respected.

El Fadl (2005) questions Bin Ladens extreme thought process as he doesn’t understand why Bin Laden would easily break Islamic beliefs on moral guidelines as there are clear prohibitions against killing women, children, and the elderly. El Fadl also claims that killing in the name of Islam is very bizarre. 

The Al-Qaeda’s first major operation happened in the bombing of the different US embassies in 1998. The locations of these embassies varied from Nairobi in Kenya, Tanzania, and Dar-es-Salem. These bombings were a success in the eyes of the Al-Qaeda as there was 224 casualties and 4000 injured as a result. Information and statistics taken from Lansford (2017). The motive of the operation was to create public awareness in America and ignite other strong Islamist believers to join the Al-Qaeda and the cause.

Lansford (2017) gives us the impression that Osama Bin Laden was happy with the outcomes of the attacks as it gave a public reputation to him. This was known as President Clinton ordered missiles to be sent to believed Al-Qaeda facilities in Afghanistan the aim of this was to disrupt and destroy the Al-Qaeda. Bin Laden and 21 other individuals had set indictments set on them and there was a 5 million Dollar reward for Bin Laden in January 1999.

(BBC Website) The September 11th, 2001, the Al-Qaeda carried out their biggest and most devastating plot which the bombing on the most highly populated regions in America. This would be done by hijacking 4 US passenger jets and crashing them into different regions across the United States.

Alkana (2011) elaborates on what the objectives of the hijacking of these planes were and it was to bomb highly populated and iconic places across eastern America. The four targets were both towers of the world trade centre, the pentagon and supposedly the Washington monument which was unsuccessful. 

The outcomes of these bombings were 2977 casualties. There was 2606 killed from being inside the towers on that day, 244 who were on all the different planes and 125 people killed in the pentagon. Statistics from (BBC Website). There was a declaration of war from the United States of America on not only the Al-Qaeda but terrorism. 

Huddy (2011) quotes that “The 2001 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centre (WTC) and Pentagon dramatically affected American politics.” (P.456). This caused the declaration of war which cause the friction in creating another. The initial idea was the United States to combat the Al-Qaeda by eradicating all their leaders and making the thought seem hopeless. This war then created connection with Iraq which built the United States a bigger debt. Huddy (2011) sub quotes According to economists Joseph Stiglitz and Linda Bilmes (2010), the U.S. debt went from $6.4 trillion in March 2003 to $10 trillion in 2008 with at least a quarter due to the Iraq war.” (P.456). This shows how this war has affected the United States.

Langman (2021) expands on how Bin Laden hoped to get an edge over the United States and that was making the crumble internally and deprive them of their assets by causing unhappiness from inside the country and the public. The statistics from the economists Joseph Stiglitz and Linda Bilmes show that because of America’s involvement in the middle east, they started to build up a bigger national debt. Which made the American public ask the government about the involvement in Iraq.

After the events of 9/11, Osama Bin Laden became the spear head of the Al-Qaeda and a global name for terrorism around the planet. According to Khakimova et al (2014) after 10 years since the September 2001 attacks that Osama Bin Laden was successfully eliminated by a coordinated US military attack. As the US had been chasing Bin Laden and his whereabouts for many years it was imminent that that he would be caught and executed. 

There was widespread media attention as Bin Laden was the most highly known terrorist at the time and his death was said to bring more peace to the American public after the attacks in 2001 and the middle east fighting.

Khakimova et al (2014) talks about how media coverage has played a very key part in counterterrorism from things such as: informing the public on what the current situation is, allowing the Al-Qaeda’s beliefs and ideologies to roam globally and lastly how it gives the Al-Qaeda information on the Western civilisation and thus areas to exploit.

Looking into the biggest asset of terrorism and counterterrorism which the internet. This was critical in the September 11th attacks and has also allowed radicals to join and perform Al-Qaeda associated attacks from inside other countries and western societies.  ’’Internet technology may be used to facilitate the preparation of acts of terrorism, including thorough communications within and between organizations promoting violent extremism, as well as across borders.’’ (UNODC, 2012, p. 8).

Matthews (2013) discusses broadly on the use of the internet regarding creating ‘home-grown radicalized Islamists’ in the United Kingdom. There was evidence of the bombing and attempted bombings in London 2005 were through the ideologies of the Al-Qaeda. This brain washed individuals were corrupted by the access to Al-Qaeda materials and communications via the internet. 

The bombings in London 2005 consequently pushed the government to crack down on the potential ‘home grown’ terrorists and thus improved legislation to combat them directly. The Terrorism Act of 2006 was major in attacking Terrorism in the UK as it outlined new sections such as punishments for ‘encouragement of terrorism’ section 1. This made sure that anyone who was caught grooming a person into carrying out terrorist acts or extreme ideologies will be punished harshly.

The (UNODC, 2012, p. 12) outlines the uses of the internet by law enforcement to counter terrorist acts. Examples of counterterrorism through the internet would be: Using terrorists internet activity to track them and potentially bait them into being identified and nullified before carrying out actions. Another use would be to remove Al-Qaeda propaganda and communicate between people who may have insights on these terrorist groups. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) website states that terrorist organisations have been very smart with the use of the internet and allows “These facilitate the groups’ ability to radicalize and recruit individuals who are receptive to extremist messaging. Social media has also allowed both international and domestic terrorists to gain unprecedented, virtual access to people living in the United States to enable homeland attacks.” This shows how essential the correct use of the internet is when dealing with terrorist organisations. 

After overviewing a wide variety of information, it is clear to see that Al-Qaeda fits all criteria of being a terrorist organisation. Their Ideologies and motives overlap with the global definitions of terrorism. Williamson (2009) discusses the difficulty of describing terrorism and it is based on social judgement. This would link into the common statement of ‘one man’s terrorist, is another man’s freedom fighter’. This reiterates the eyes of social judgement.

Looking at the United Kingdom laws and definitions of terrorism would align with the Crown Prosecution Website there the examples the CPS have given on their website Examples include:
· Serious violence against a person or damage to property,
· Endangering a person's life (other than that of the person committing the action),
· Creating a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a section of the public,
· Action designed to seriously interfere with or seriously to disrupt an electronic system.
In this case after analysing what operations and Al-Qaeda ideologies are, they would be defined as a very dangerous terrorist organisation and will be feared domestically because of their religious views as well as internationally because of their known organisation globally. 
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