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Part 1

The colophon:
Lo. Boccatii uiri clariffimi de montibus:| filuis:|  fontibus:| lacubus:| tagnis feu paludibus:| & de diuerfis numíbus maris opus diligentiflime ipreflum finit.| Venetiis| Idus Iañ.| cccc. lxxiii. 

The format:
The book Genealogia deorum was printed in folio format.

The collation or registration:
There’s no collation or registration.

Pagination and page numbering:
There’s no page numbering.



Part 2
[bookmark: _Hlk157707921]Giovanni Boccaccio (1313–1375) was an Italian writer, poet, and humanist of the Late Middle Ages. He is best known for his significant contributions to Italian literature, particularly his masterpiece The Decameron. Born in Certaldo, Italy, Boccaccio lived during a period marked by social, political, and cultural transformations. He received an education in commerce, law, and classical studies, which greatly influenced his later literary works. Boccaccio's early career involved diplomatic and administrative duties, but his true passion lay in literature.
The Decameron, completed around 1353, stands as Boccaccio's most renowned work. This collection of 100 tales, framed within the context of a group of young people escaping the Black Death in Florence, reflects the diversity of human experiences, encompassing love, tragedy, wit, and satire. The stories vividly portray medieval Italian society, highlighting its complexities and contradictions.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Boccaccio, Giovanni., and J. M. Rigg, The Decameron, 1921.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk157707948]In addition to The Decameron, Boccaccio wrote several other notable works, including Genealogia deorum (“On the Genealogy of the Gods of the Gentiles”), a mythography or encyclopaedic compilation that explores the intricate family relationships within the classical pantheons of Ancient Greece and Rome. These types of works were common in the ancient world, especially during the Renaissance and later periods when there was a renewed interest in classical mythology. Scholars and writers often compiled information about gods, goddesses, and other mythical figures, aiming to create comprehensive and organized accounts of the complex narratives surrounding these deities.
Boccaccio's literary legacy extends beyond his creative works. As a humanist, he played a pivotal role in reviving classical scholarship and promoting the study of ancient texts. His efforts helped bridge the gap between the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, influencing later humanist thinkers and contributing to the intellectual revival of the time.
Giovanni Boccaccio's impact on literature and humanism endures, and his works continue to be studied and appreciated for their rich exploration of the human condition and their role in shaping Italian Renaissance culture.
Printing in the 1400s refers to the period when the printing press was first introduced and became a revolutionary technology for the reproduction of books. Johannes Gutenberg, a German inventor, is credited with inventing the movable-type printing press around the mid-15th century, commonly dated to the 1440s. This invention allowed for the efficient and relatively quick mass production of books by arranging individual movable metal-type characters. The knowledge of the printing press quickly spread throughout Europe. Printers and craftsmen set up presses in various cities, leading to the establishment of printing centres in places like Venice, Paris, and Basel. The books printed in the first few decades after the invention of the printing press are known as incunabula. These early printed books often featured ornate typography and hand-illuminated illustrations. Early printed books covered a range of subjects, including religious texts, classical literature, scientific works, and legal documents. The availability of printed materials contributed to the democratization of knowledge. The printing press played a pivotal role in the Renaissance and the Reformation, fostering intellectual and cultural transformations. The increased availability of books contributed to higher literacy rates and facilitated the exchange of ideas.
[bookmark: _Hlk157715161]The printers of Giovanni Boccaccio’s Genealogia deorum were German printers, and brothers from Speyer who arrived in Venice in 1467; Wendelin and Johann von Speyer. Johann von Speyer (1470), also known as Johann or Johannes de Spira, was a printer in Venice during the 15th century. He is historically significant as one of the earliest printers in Europe. Johann, along with his brother Wendelin, set up one of the first printing presses in Venice in 1469, ‘with a modest four editions, a conventional selection of Latin classics: two editions of Ciero, a Terence and a Pliny.’[footnoteRef:2] Their first book was an edition of Cicero's Epistolae ad familiares (1469) printed in roman type in an edition of 300 copies.[footnoteRef:3] They produced several notable works, including classical texts and religious manuscripts. Unfortunately, Johann von Speyer's life was cut short when he died suddenly in 1470.  [2:  Andrew Pettegree, The Book in the Renaissance (London: Yale University Press, 2011), p. 50.]  [3:  Gordon Campbell, The Oxford Dictionary of the Renaissance, (Oxford University Press, 2003).] 

[bookmark: _Hlk157708735]Wendelin von Speyer, the brother of Johann, continued their printing business in Venice after Johann's death. He was active as a printer from 1470 to 1473. Wendelin was indeed known for his significant contributions to printing during this period. He produced notable works such as an Italian translation of the Bible in 1471, editions of Petrarch's works, and various classical texts in Latin. However, it is important to note that Wendelin von Speyer faced financial difficulties and ultimately encountered business challenges. The overproduction of Latin classics resulted in the collapse of the printing market in Venice around 1473, and due to that crisis, Wendelin was unable to sustain his printing press. As a result, two German entrepreneurs, Johannes de Colonia and Johannes Manthen de Gerresheim, took over Wendelin's printing materials and continued the business. This transition reflects the competitive and sometimes precarious nature of the early printing industry, which was still evolving during the 15th century. 
Both Johann and Wendelin von Speyer played pivotal roles in the history of printing, marking a significant transition from manuscript production to the era of printed books. Their contributions helped lay the foundation for the printing revolution that would have a profound impact on the dissemination of knowledge in Europe during the Renaissance.
The Incunabulum Genealogia deorum has several editions after it was first written by Giovanni Boccaccio in 1350 - 75. 
· The first Printed Edition in Venice (1472): The initial printed edition of Boccaccio's work, possibly “Genealogia Deorum Gentilium,” appeared in Venice in 1472. This edition may have included some additions to the Genealogia and other short works by Boccaccio. 
· The first Book Printed in Leuven (1473): Following the Venice edition, there was another edition in 1473, which is noted as the first book printed in Leuven.
· Additional Italian Incunabulum Editions (1497): Four more early printed editions in Italian, referred to as incunabula (books printed before 1501), were published. This includes an edition in 1497.
French Translation (1498 or 1499): A French translation of Boccaccio's work was produced in 1498 or 1499.
These early printed editions were crucial in making Boccaccio's works more widely accessible. The fact that his works were printed in different locations attests to the growing influence of the printing press in the late 15th century and its role in spreading literary and intellectual achievements across Europe.
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