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introduction

In this support paper I will be looking at the case study in more detail, keeping in mind the views of professionals and a family member. Which will allow me to look more in depth, in the whole situation with regards to this very vulnerable sick child.  He is of an age where his own human rights as a young individual with parental support should be considered with means of treatment. I will investigate the legal policies in place for human rights, children's act and parental responsibility rights. I will look into the family's fear of the lack of understanding of their feelings and being mis-judged. How were early interventions managed? Did the lack of communication affect his safeguarding? 









UNDERSTANDING OF THE CASE STUDY

My understanding of the case study is there is a vulnerable child who spent all his life under medical care. His mother was the main care handler, and his father took the role of the supporting parent not directly involved with the health professionals. He had a loving family who felt they were not able to stand up for him or his rights.  The family feel their rights as parents with PR (parental rights) were not taken seriously for a child on a child in need plan.   
The medical professionals directly involved in this child's wellbeing mainly focused on his best treatment plan and excluded the family's involvement as the family did not seem to always agree to some treatment changes. There was a clear lack of trust between professionals and family.
There does not seem to be a clear plan in place. Regardless of the cause of death there possibly was medical misconduct involved in his medical care. Medical misconduct in healthcare is commonly a long-term situation in which service users are put at risk or misdiagnosed, can endanger correct treatment of patient's well-being as well as teamwork quality (Maurits, de Veer, Groenewegen and Francke, 2016)

WAS JOHNS' HUMAN RIGHTS UPHELD

The Human Rights Act 1998 protects human rights in the United Kingdom. The Act applies to public authorities such as local governments and the NHS. If a public authority violates your human rights, you may be able to seek redress under the Act. Human rights are founded on fundamental principles such as dignity, fairness, respect, and equality. They guard you in everyday life, regardless of who you are, where you live, or how you choose to live. Human rights include the right to life, the right to respect for private and family life (The Human Rights Act 1998)
Children Act 1989 “parental responsibility” means all the rights, duties, powers, responsibilities and authority which by law a parent of a child has in relation to the child and his property. (Children Act 1989).  As he was a minor in this child case his parents were responsible for acting on his behalf.
PR (parental rights): By making decisions in place of their children, the parents stand up for their rights and fulfil their responsibilities. Their goals are to safeguard children and to provide them with opportunities for education, development, security, health, and morality (Ba, 2022). Due to the mother not being heard there is a possibility her parental rights were not heard and upheld.
EARLY INTERVENTIONS FOR SAFEGAURDING
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Identifying and delivering effective early support to children and young people who are at risk of poor outcomes is known as early intervention. Effective early intervention aims to prevent issues from arising in the first place, or to address them head-on when they do, before they worsen. It also aids in the development of a wide range of personal traits and abilities that prepare a child for adulthood. Early intervention can take many forms, ranging from home visiting programmes to support for vulnerable parents. Interventions are provided to families that have been identified as having a specific or diagnosed condition that requires more extensive assistance. In certain circumstances, early intervention may not be able to prevent issues from happening, but it may be able to assist in treating them and reducing or reversing long-term consequences (Early Intervention Foundation. 2022).

In this child's case, he was on a child in need plan but is unclear as to whether this plan was assessed regularly, how often and who was involved. 

On occasions the family may have portrayed behavior of zero tolerance, unacceptable behaviors, such as;  
· offensive language, verbal abuse and swearing 
· loud and intrusive conversation 
· unwanted or abusive remarks 
· negative, malicious or stereotypical comments 
· intimidation 
· unreasonable behavior and non-cooperation 
(Manchester Health & Care Commissioning. 2022)

Regardless of whether the mother was, from her view over passionate or from the professionals' point of view hostile, there is no indication how this was managed. Impact of zero tolerance policies on a vulnerable parent would lead to even more communication barriers and lack of trust. 








Conclusion

Based on the case study the information provided and assessment done by myself based on this information and the research I have found, i.e. human rights acts, hospital policies with regards to medical negligence. My opinion is that maybe the outcome may not have been different (loss of life), but with regards to handling of the child’s medical care and support during his lifetime there is possibly a lot that could have been managed differently that could have given his care pathway a more positive outcome and a better team/ relationship between all parties involved. 

One of the main aspects was the relationship and understanding between parents and medical professionals. The stress of a child’s condition deteriorating for a parent would have raised a lot of alarms for them which they obviously could not process. On the other side the professionals may have been more concerned about the problems arising with the fact that the family was not as supportive, which delayed the treatment and recovery process.  Was there ever a plan to consider a third person such as a possible court appointed legal guardian or social services for him if communication was difficult between both parties? Was addition support offered to the family and even counselling made available to them. There are many services available, some voluntary and some need referring to which may have enabled a better relationship between everyone involved.
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