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Heuneburg is a hillfort settlement by the Danube river that was in use from c.600BC to c.400BC by Celtic peoples. The site was first excavated in the 19th century and has since been excavated by various projects such as the ‘Landscape of Ancestors’ projects and the ‘Keltenblock’ project.[footnoteRef:1] Krausse has stated that Heuneburg is “the core of a much larger and extremely complex settlement” and that the area covered around 1.[footnoteRef:2] Krausse et al. describes the hillfort itself as a proto-urban settlement and the earliest north of the Alps.[footnoteRef:3] This site has been important for establishing the chronology of early iron age people in Europe.[footnoteRef:4]  [1:  Arnold and Murray, 2002, p.321
Krausse et al., 2017, pp.108-123]  [2:  Krausse et al., 2017, p.108]  [3:  Krausse et al., 2017, p.108]  [4:  Krausse et al., 2017, p.108] 

The burials at Heuneburg are scattered mainly to south and south-west of the large Heuneburg hillfort with a few burial sites to the north-west.[footnoteRef:5] One of the largest cemeteries at Heuneburg is the ‘Speckhau’ mound group.[footnoteRef:6] There are two main burial mounds in this group; tumulus 17 and 18. The mound of tumulus 17 is located 200 m from the Hohmichele complex, it is around 20m in diameter and 3m high.[footnoteRef:7] These were excavated between 1999 and 2002. There are still roughly 100 burial mounds still visible around the Heuneburg hillfort, though most are poorly preserved.[footnoteRef:8] During the excavations of tumulus 17 and 18, 22 new burial assemblies were discovered.[footnoteRef:9] [5:  Garstki et al., 2015, p.25]  [6:  Arnold and Murray, 2002, p.321]  [7:  Arnold and Murray, 2002, p.321]  [8:  Garstki et al., 2015, p.24]  [9:  Garstki et al., 2015, p.24] 


There are clear differences between the various burials found at Heuneburg. Tumulus 17 shows two elite burials of two individuals in a large mound with some evidence of ritual ancestor funerary practices. Using carbon dating it is suggested that tumulus 17 was in use from 600 BC to c.400 BC, containing four burials that were buried in two phases.[footnoteRef:10] Phase one was a cremation of a male based upon the fragment of weapons found in the burial.[footnoteRef:11] It also contained the inhumation of a woman, which was determined through distinctive features of the head and waist.[footnoteRef:12] Garstki et al states that these were deposited no later than 600 BC.[footnoteRef:13] Phase two consisted of two inhumations that were positioned in opposite quadrants that intersected with the northwest axis of the mound.[footnoteRef:14] Stratigraphy suggests that they were deposited there between 450 and 400 BC.[footnoteRef:15] It is thought that they were both males due to the weapons also found; each body had two spear points, a spear and a dagger.[footnoteRef:16] It appears that tumulus 17 was a memorial rather than just a burial as it contains features that are inconsistent with burials.[footnoteRef:17] As it is a memorial this suggests that rituals surrounding these burials were important and that those deposited there could have been of high status. [10:  Garstki et al., 2015, p.24]  [11:  Garstki et al., 2015, p.24]  [12:  Garstki et al., 2015, p,25]  [13:  Garstki et al., 2015, p.25]  [14:  Garstki et al., 2015, p.25]  [15:  Garstki et al., 2015, p.25]  [16:  Garstki et al., 2015, p.25]  [17:  Garstki et al., 2015, p.25] 

Tumulus 18 was in use for longer than tumulus 17 ranging from 700 BC to 450 BC.[footnoteRef:18] It is very similar to tumulus 17 although it only contained one weapon.[footnoteRef:19] Evidence showed multiple burials with less evidence of continual ritual practices.[footnoteRef:20] There was also 16 secondary burials in tumulus 18.[footnoteRef:21] Both of these mounds we in use concurrently over a period of two hundred years.[footnoteRef:22] Tumulus 18 appears to contain burials of those that were not elite as the graves contain multiple burials that are not richly adorned with grave goods.  [18:  Garstki et al., 2015, p.25]  [19:  Garstki et al., 2015, p.25]  [20:  Garstki et al., 2015, p.28]  [21:  Garstki et al., 2015, p.25]  [22:  Garstki et al., 2015, p.24] 

As tumulus 18 was in use for longer than tumulus 17 but contained fewer weapons it suggests that it was more of a simple burial rather than a memorial to elite or important people that were deceased. The communal internment mound of tumulus 18 demonstrates non-elite burial customs. 
Another mound that had extensive excavations is mound four in the Bettelbühl necropolis which revealed a “richly furnished grave of an elite woman and an infant female burial”.[footnoteRef:23] Both individuals were adorned with gold grave goods and other treasures, they were clearly elite members of the society.  [23:  Krausse et al., 2017, p.108] 


The child’s burial was found in a tumulus of around 3.7m in height and 65m in diameter. When the site was surveyed they discovered that there were seven tumuli of various sizes in that area, although they have all been levelled over the centuries due to agriculture.[footnoteRef:24] The grave was found directly underneath plough soil, so some of the grave goods had been scattered by ploughs.[footnoteRef:25] Excavations also revealed that this was a secondary burial next to a larger grave.[footnoteRef:26] This tumulus is significant not only because she honoured with child size gold jewellery, clearly made specifically for her but also because she is a female. The artefacts found included two gold-plated boat-shaped fibulae and a pair of gold pendants.[footnoteRef:27] The position of the pendants suggests that they were ear or head decorations.[footnoteRef:28] Kurz and Wahl decided that the child was aged between two and four at her time of death.[footnoteRef:29] As the child was highly decorated it suggests that she was from a wealthy family and that she was highly valued for her to be buried with such items. It is not common to find the burial of a child decorated so highly, least of all a female, this may suggest that females were valued more by their society than would first be assumed. This burial does not necessarily show the status of the child herself but rather the background that she came from and wealth and status of her parents.  [24:  Krausse et al., 2017, p.109]  [25:  Krausse et al., 2017, p.109]  [26:  Krausse et al., 2017, p.110]  [27:  Krausse et al., 2017, p.109]  [28:  Krausse et al., 2017, p.109]  [29:  Krausse et al., 2017, p.109] 


The main burial of mound four at the Bettelbühl necropolis was that of a female. It was estimated that she was 30-40 years old at the time of her death and 1.6-1.62m tall.[footnoteRef:30] The grave goods suggest that she was a member of the elite. Her grave contained four bronze fibulae, three of which had amber decoration,  two large gold fibulae and five gold spheres.[footnoteRef:31] Her body was highly decorated with various objects including a necklace of 26 gold tubular beads and numerous amber beads.[footnoteRef:32] The woman wore a decorated bronze belt around her waist with a large pendant with amber jewels, there was a total of seven bracelets around her forearms and a solid bronze foot ring around each ankle.[footnoteRef:33] Krausse et al notes that this burial is similar to that of rich females in the late Hallstatt and early La Tene periods.[footnoteRef:34]  [30:  Krausse et al., 2017, p.113]  [31:  Krausse et al., 2017, p.113-4]  [32:  Krausse et al., 2017, p.114]  [33:  Krausse et al., 2017, p.114]  [34:  Krausse et al., 2017, p.117] 


Grave goods are incredibly useful pieces of archaeological evidence when attempting to understand communities and the social status of those within those societies. Overall the grave goods found in burials at Heuneburg give great detail about the types of burials performed at the time as well as the status and wealth of those buried there. It is not always easy to determine exactly how wealthy they were as many of the graves have been looted. The best-preserved graves are those that were contained in the larger and more richly adorned mounds. 
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