CREATIVE WRITING PART TWO
LESSON FOUR:

You need a roof:

English Usage and Grammar point:


Genitive:


(From Longman’s Guide to English Usage)

The genitive or possessive is a grammatical case in English that indicates a relationship between two nouns or between a pronoun and a noun.


Examples:


In the child’s father,


The workers’ complaints


Her father


Their complaints


Child’s, workers’, her and their are in the genitive case.

In writing (though not always in speech) the genitive has a distinct form. The genitive noun is marked by an apostrophe, with or without an additional s.


Examples:

The child has a father – the child’s father.

The workers have complaints – the workers’ complaints. (no added ‘s’)


The genitive pronoun also has a distinctive form:



She has a father – her father.



They have complaints – their complaints.

The apostrophe is sometimes attached to the last word of a phrase rather than the main noun:


The chairman of the company’s speech.


Instead of a genitive noun (like child’s) we can often put an of- phrase after the other noun:


Example:



Instead of the child’s father we can have the father of the child.

The genitive is more usual if the noun refers to living things, particularly human beings. It may also be used if the noun refers to certain things closely associated with human beings:


Examples:


London’s water supply


The school’s board of governors


The book’s first sentence…

Otherwise, it’s more normal to use the of- phrase:


The end of the garden (we wouldn’t say the garden’s end)

Or, use the noun as a modifier without the genitive:


The door handle.

NOTE: Never use the genitive apostrophe to denote a plural:


(Buy your potato’s here)!

Ends are very important. You need to have some idea of where your “story” is going before you begin it. This lesson is a progression from the last in the sense that you use the structure suggested (FOCUS) – or a shape of your own if you have one, but this time with a clear idea of the outcome of your story.

I will give you the outline of a story. I want you to think about it and in particular, about how it might end. When you’re happy with things, begin writing.

Story Outline:
You are an eighty-something year old Jewish woman who survived a concentration camp and who now lives in Bethlehem. The Palestinian authorities police Bethlehem.

This evening, they will be showing the film Schindler’s List on the television.  (Schindler’s List is about a German business man, Oscar Schindler, who saved many Jewish people from the gas chambers by employing them in his factories. The film was made by Stephen Speilberg. Some people think the film is a masterpiece helping us to understand the holocaust, others, like the playwright David Mamet, think it’s a kind of pornography, exploiting the suffering of millions in order to make a lot of money at the box office).

You discover that your television is not working and call the TV repair shop.

They send around a young Palestinian man to fix your TV.

The dilemmas in this situation ought to be clear enough.

Many say that the Palestinian’s have suffered at the hands of the Jews.

Many Jews are outraged that the West Bank, which they occupy, has been given up to Palestinian control as part of the peace process.

What others are there? Decide how to resolve the dilemmas and you will find the end of your story.

Dic Edwards

