MODULE CODE:
CLAH7010

TITLE:


Power and Culture in the Hellenistic East

DATED:

04/07/2014

LEVEL:  

7

CREDITS:

20

JACS CODE:

V110


AIM(S)

· To discuss critically and analyse the major historical and cultural issues in the post-Classical period in the near East and Asia Minor, extending from the time of Alexander until the death of Cleopatra VII.
· To critically engage with a wide range of differing ancient sources, including literary texts, inscriptions, numismatics, and archaeological evidence as well as scholarly approaches to these types of evidence.
LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate:

· a broad and in-depth understanding of the interaction between culture and power in the Hellenistic kingdoms of the near East and Egypt;

· a critical understanding of the interaction between source material and interpretation;

· the ability to work critically with a wide variety of evidence, and to use it in effective combination as a tool of historical analysis and reconstruction;

· the ability to think autonomously and analytically on the basis of written and visual sources and secondary literature;

· the ability to construct an independent and methodologically informed argument, based on independent research, synthesizing material relevant to the module.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

This module will focus on dynastic issues and on the interaction between cities, native populations and rulers of the Hellenistic East (the former Persian Empire) from the death of Alexander the Great until the absorption of the Ptolemaic kingdom by Rome. It uses both Greek and native source material (where the latter is available) to analyse the character of these varied interactions and their impacts on both sides. The history of the Hellenistic kingdoms, in the specific context of international relations with the populations dominated by the Hellenistic rulers, is one of both alienation and assimilation, of bigotry and acceptance, of rebellion and co-operation. The course examines both the positive and negative aspects of that interaction between cultures, examining both culture clash and, ultimately, the benefits that mutual intercourse may have brought to both sides.

On-campus students will discuss the module units in seminars. Distance learners will be provided with introductory material for each unit, and will be asked to submit two pieces of formative written work for comment by the tutor.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Tutorials and seminars are used to support the discussion and critical evaluation of what has been learned, normally in a smaller group size than a lecture. 

Guided independent study allows students to further their independent learning skills with appropriate support provided by the module tutor(s) (e.g. preparation for lectures and seminars, follow-up work, background reading, revision, completion of assessment tasks).

Distance Learning - Moodle Units will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices of the topics studied for the module. Case studies may be used to provide examples and will be used to develop further understanding of what has been learned. Alongside written material, Units might also include podcasts or vidcasts, links to relevant websites and e-resources, scanned chapters from books and journals (in accordance with copyright law) as well as suggestions for further reading. Each Unit will contain clear instructions about the order in which students should consult the material as well as offering reasons for the inclusion of each item of material. Unit information will be geared towards the student achieving the module learning outcomes.
Tutorials and webinars may be used in order to support discussion and critical evaluation of what has been learned as well as enabling students to pursue their own questions. Module information may be supported by student chatrooms and webinars to explore more fully the concepts, principles and practices of each topic, to explore aspects of the set reading for the Unit, or to enable clarification where confusion might have arisen. In addition, tutorial support is available through email, telephone or skype conference with module tutors and the programme director.
Guided independent study allows students to further their independent learning skills with appropriate support provided by the module tutor(s). Much of this is included in the material contained in each Unit, though further guidance is available from module tutors and programme directors through email, telephone and skype conference.

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	20
	10%

	Independent learning
	180
	90%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%


NB. If this module is taken as a distance learning module then the Independent Learning will become 200 hours – 100%.
ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 100%

5000 word essay

Exemplar: Critically analyse citizenship in Jerusalem under the Seleucids.

Assessment Summary

	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%
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