
Preproduction

Pre-production is considered the most important part of the filmmaking 
process



Some of the stages

• Lining the script 

• Shooting script 

• Shot list 

• Schedule 

• Budget



How long should pre-production be?

• a month on pre-production for a short film should be ok. 

• but this of course depends on the type of short film.



Breaking Down a script
• Make sure the script is properly formatted 

• The first AD will line the script 

• 1. Break the script down into separate scenes 

• How is a scene identified?  

• the scene header 

• location of the scene 

• interior or exterior 

• Time of day 

• day  

• night 

• morning 

• evening



1st Assistant Director - Pre-production process

• Once the script is “locked”, add scene numbers to SCENE 
HEADINGS, giving each scene its own permanent number. 



1st Assistant Director - Pre-production process

• Perform a script breakdown, showing everything that is needed to 
shoot each individual scene.  

This includes 

• actors, locations, props, set dressing, make-up, etc.



Scriptwriting tools

• Celtx

• https://screenplayreaders.com/celtx/ 

• Final Draft

https://screenplayreaders.com/celtx/


Breakdown Sheet



What is a Shooting Script?

• a shooting script will tell you what type of shots will be filmed and for 
what lines of the script.



Be organised

• Breakdown the elements of the script to a colour 

• Final draft tagger 

• Break down the scene into 1/8th’s 

• The colours 

• Characters - Cast Members 

• set dressing - eg. bar western saloon



What is a Shot List?
• Usually created by the Director and the Cinematographer 

get enough coverage of a scene - (This gives the editor choice)

Establishing shot/Master shot

medium shots

close ups


for conversations

Master shot

reverse shot

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1Ey0a6LJRA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5UE3jz_O_EM



What does a Shot List Look Like?



Storyboards

• Storyboards are used as a guide and are NOT set in stone for most 
film projects.


