This briefing paper provides practitioners with relevant information considered useful when working with children with Additional Learning Needs and their families. It explores relevant legislation and links with articles within UNCRC. Wales places great importance on UNCRC, becoming the first country in the United Kingdom to make UNCRC part of its domestic law.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF SUPPORTING CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES WITH ADDITIONAL LEARNING NEEDS IN EDUCATION


 

Article 2.
Children have the right to protection against discrimination, regardless of their colour, sex, religion, or disability.

· Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010 places responsibility on school settings to take active steps to eliminate discrimination and positively promote equality. Following the introduction of this Act, statutory duties (Wales) came into force on 6th April 2011. Within the 2015 Well- being of future generation (Wales) Act, the objective of equality was highly emphasised upon, with the objective needing to be met within April 2016 and March 2020 (Welsh Government,2016) (Capcoch Primary,2017).
· Settings policies and procedures should be updated in accordance with changing legislation which protects the rights of the child. Practitioners should place great importance on professional development and update training when applicable.
· Practitioners should show commitment to ensuring equality of opportunity for children in their care. A culture of inclusion and diversity should be encouraged. This will allow children and their families the confidence to disclose disability or additional learning needs settings should be aware of.
· UNCPRD- (United Nations Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities came into force in December 2006. It contains 50 articles guaranteed to protect the rights of disabled children, allowing improvements to access society and education (UNCPRD,2006).









Article 23.

Each child with a disability, either physical or mental, has the right to specialised care and education to help them develop and lead a full life.

· Local Education Authorities have a duty to identify, assess, form and maintain a Statement of needs. This ensures focus on child’s medical diagnosis is addressed, but also places emphasis on individual needs, wishes and views. The statementing process allows a full assessment of needs to be undertaken, setting out appropriate objectives to be met to promote development. This is a legal document and is the responsibility of any professional who cares for that child, to ensure objectives are put in place correctly. It is reviewed annually to monitor progress, records changes in needs and allows new objectives to be set. New person- centred reviews promote inclusion, with the child being an active participant in the review process. It gives an opportunity for them to celebrate their successes (Lindon,1998).
· Article 7 within UNCPRD states that children have the right to express their views freely on matters that affect them. However, their age and stage of development should be considered on an equal basis to other children. Age appropriate assistance should be provided by a supportive adult to ensure this right is upheld (UNCPRD,2006).
· Effective multi-agency working is essential when working with children. Multi- agency professionals may include Speech Therapists, Educational Psychologists or Social Workers. Correct information sharing and partnership working promotes positive outcomes for children, and builds trusting relationships with their families (NICE,2016). Targets set within Individual Education Plans can be set on the advice of the professionals ensuring a consistency of care that is shared between everyone with responsibility for that child.
· Practitioners should ensure equality of education and opportunities for children with additional needs.


*







“It shouldn’t matter how slowly a child learns, as long as we are encouraging them not to stop”
                                                                                        (Meehan, no date)

[image: ]The UNCRC should be placed at the core of a child’s experience of education and central to school planning, teaching, decision making, policies and practice.
· The Education Act 2011 aids teachers to raise educational standards. Effective observation and assessment should be used to evaluate and enrich the curriculum offered to children. (Drummond,1993). Where necessary, curriculum should be differentiated by task, and support provided. Teachers should work alongside the interests of the children aiming to understand and develop them. Strengths should be cherished, and areas of improvement should be identified and developed.
· [bookmark: _Hlk22146019]Maria Montessori places huge emphasis on self- directed and hands on learning. She emphasises individuality and child’s independence in learning and their education. She sees education as a process which should occur in harmony with individual developmental pace. (Learning Theories,2016).
· Reggio Emilia’s approach has shown similarities to Montessori, with value shown to the child being central to their own learning. Encouraging children to pursue their individual interests, while revisiting and building upon their own ideas at own pace. (Palaiologou,2012). 
· The Welsh Government is currently in the process of amending legislation to protect children and young people and their rights within education. Currently, the law protects children up to the age of 19. However, after extensive research and feedback, it is proposed the new ALN Bill will protect children and young people up the age of 25.This improves the protection of rights and quality of care during transitions from school to further education, ensuring the same support will be provided as it is at school. Individual Development plans will replace the statement with the full participation of the child, it’s family and any professionals involved in their care (Welsh Government,2017).


Article 28.
Each child has a right to an Education.

            (Photo by unknown author)
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Article 29.

Each child has the right to education which tries to develop their personalities and abilities, as well as encouraging them to respect other people’s rights and values as well as the environment.

· [bookmark: _Hlk22148474][bookmark: _Hlk22148475][bookmark: _Hlk22148482][bookmark: _Hlk22148483][bookmark: _Hlk22148484][bookmark: _Hlk22148485]Estyn suggests the importance of One Page Profiles, stating they “are a highly effective graduated response that promotes inclusion successfully” (ESTYN, no date). The method allows the ‘voice’ of the child and their families to be heard, informing good practice within setting.
· The Donaldson curriculum encourages children to be ethical, informed citizens who:
· respect the needs and rights of others, as a member of a diverse society, and
· shows commitment to the sustainability of the planet (Welsh Government,2015).
· Settings should be diverse, with practitioners encouraging children to celebrate a variety of cultures, beliefs whilst showing inclusive attitudes to all. Individual achievements should also be celebrated, which may include sporting or musical. This aids the development of self-esteem and reinforces the child’s value within the setting.
· The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act, (2014), recognises the need for children being able to participate and contribute to society. Children should be encouraged to take on roles of responsibility within settings, for example, school councils, eco council, head boy or head girl positions. Children should be provided with opportunities and build on skills that are needed to engage and participate (Social Care Wales,2018).
· Sally Holland (The Children’s Commissioner for Wales) holds responsibility for protecting child’s rights within UNCRC. The Right Way is a principled and practical framework for working with children. Alongside this is A Children’s Rights Approach which contains principles which enhances children’s capabilities as individuals (The Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019).
· NSPCC suggests providing children with appropriate access to relevant advocacy services, enabling them opportunities to progress and develop. They recognise that each child and their family are different, and their needs should be established promptly. Where communication is a need, relevant methods of communication should be used include British Sign Language, Makaton or Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) (NSPCC,2019).
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