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Briefing paper, which is appropriate for early year’s practitioners, which highlights the importance of respecting the voice of the child. 





This year, 2019 is the celebration of 30 years of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). As in 1989, Save the Children state, that out of 196 Countries, 194 have sanctioned the UNCRC. They need to guarantee it is applied, as it will be scrutinised under the Committee on the Rights of the Child. In 2004, National Assembly for Wales, formally accepted the UNCRC. 
Under the Rights of Children and Young Person (Wales) Measure 2011, (Welsh Government, 2011) the Welsh Government have to respect and exercise all of the articles within any new law or policy made. UNCRC has 54 articles, however, 12 articles are about how the government make the decision, and have the best interest of the child, if the child is vulnerable and unable to make a choice, as noted by Children in Wales.  The Child Poverty Strategy Wales (Welsh Government, 2010) is at the heart of the UNCRC. 










Article 2 of the UNCRC states: You have the right to protection against discrimination.
· Children and young people and protected from discriminations under the Equality act 2010, (Government UK, 2010) which there are 9 protected characteristics. Discrimination is largely about the way children and young people are treated. 
· When making decision about children, Local Authorities, Family centres, and practitioners within childcare, they should give thought to the Childcare Act 1989 and 2004. (Government Legislation, 1989). The Act protects children and young people of their culture, religion and race. Also, children who are vulnerable, who be protected against the Act. 
· Equal opportunities appear within the National Minimum Standards, of the Care Inspectorate Wales. (Welsh Government, 2016) Childcare setting must have a policy and equality and ensure they adhere to this, along with staff, volunteer and parents. 
· Welsh Government are adhering to the Strategic Equality Plan and Equality Objectives 2016–2020. (Welsh Government, 2016d). There are a set of 8 objectives which will inform stakeholders and general public of the areas in which Welsh Government are prioritising equality duty. 


















Article 12 of the UNCRC states: You have the right to an opinion and for it to be listened to and taken seriously.
· Within the Care and Social Services Inspectorate Wales, Inspection guide for child minding, daycare and open access play. (Welsh Government, 2013). To confirm that children are heard, cherished, safe and respected within the childcare settings, the inspectors looks at the practice and how the articles of the UNCRC are taken into account, and in line with the Rights of Children and Young Person (Wales) Measure 2011. (Welsh Government, 2011a). 
· There are a set of 7 participation standards that were consulted and developed by a committee of young people. These are to support practitioners who work with children and young people to ensure they have a voice.  The 7 standards have been updated in 2016 (Welsh Government, 2016a) and a factsheet has been produced, along with guidance. (Welsh Government, 2016b). 
· The Curriculum for Wales, Foundation phase Framework, have included the UNCRC articles into 7 core aims.  (Welsh Government, 2015). Within the curriculum and the 7 areas of learning, the UNCRC is embedded into the learning outcomes. 
· The Welsh Government is committed to promoting the principles of the UNCRC. (Welsh Government, 2019a) Article 12, ‘Right to be heard’ is one of the 4 key articles that from the basis of the rights out the UNCRC. 









Article 28 of the UNCRC states: You have the right to education. 
· The Welsh Government produced a Child Poverty Strategy in 2015. (Welsh Government, 2015a). Within the strategy it states, that it will support families to ensure that children have access to free healthy school meals, both breakfast and lunch along with grants.  To ensure they have the opportunity to develop and flourish with the skills and knowledge they need for life skills, moving into adulthood. 
· The Welsh Government fully rolled out, pan Wales, ‘The childcare offer for Wales’ (Welsh Government, 2019) in April, 2019, which is linked to the Poverty agenda.  Working parents are able to have a mix of 30 hours, childcare and education for their children, who are 3 to 4-year olds.  
· High quality education is valuable for children’s development, particularly to those in poverty. Building a Brighter Future: Early Years and Childcare Plan (Welsh Government, 2013a) supports all children from birth to seven, highlight the importance of affordable, flexible and accessible childcare. 
· Children’s Commissioner for Wales, supports a Children’s Rights Approach for Education in Wales. The document, A Children’s Rights Approach for Education in Wales, (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2017) is a framework to develop children and young people to learn and flourish. 













Article 31 of the UNCRC states: You have the right to play and relax by doing things like sports, music and drama.
· As stated in the Curriculum for Wales, Foundation phase Framework, (Welsh Government, 2015) children learn by playing in the indoor and outdoor environment, with their peers and solo. Being adult lead plus spontaneous play. They do this by, exploring, making choices, experiences, being adventurous.  This will support them to be confident and develop self-esteem. 
· In Wales, there are a set of 8 Playwork Principles. (PlayWales, 2015) These principles are for children and practitioners who work and volunteer with children. These have been endorsed by the SkillsActive, Welsh Government and Play Wales. 
· Stated in the National Minimum Standards for Care Inspector Wales (CIW), one of the core aims based on the UNCRC is Aim 4 that children have access to play, leisure, sporting and cultural activities. (Welsh Government, 2013b). 
· The four purposes of the curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government, 2018) includes the heading, enterprising, creative contributors who: lead and play different roles in teams effectively and responsibly for children to be ready to play a full part in life and work.
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