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Article 16: Every child has the right to privacy. The law should protect the child’s private, family and home life (UNICEF, 1989).
· The Human Rights Act 1998 guarantees respect for an individual’s private and family life, home and correspondence (Citizens Advice, 2019). 
· Practitioners must adhere to The Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) which ensures that information about a person is held and stored correctly and cannot be shared without the persons consent where possible.  Exceptions to this rule would be in relation to safeguarding situations, where it would be deemed necessary to share this information with other professionals in order to protect a vulnerable person who is at risk of harm (Gov.UK, N.D).
· The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018 place importance on how information is collected, stored and shared.  The Data Protection Act 2018 allows practitioners to share information without consent if there is reason to believe there are safeguarding issues (HM Government, 2018).
· …………
Article 3: The best interests of the child must be a priority when making decisions and actions that affect the child (UNICEF, 1989).
· Bronfenbrenner (1917-2005, cited in Gray, 2015) ecological theory believed that a child’s development can be affected by their environment.  The home setting, relationships with family, peers and also within the setting can have a favorable or unfavorable effect on their development.  
· Observations are considered pivotal in building an understanding of the individual learning capabilities and needs of the child and a key factor in finding out more about the child as a whole.  Observations are considered a key element in the assessment and planning process in order to develop an appropriate individual learning plan (Drake, 2006; The Foundation Phase, 2015).  
· All Wales Child Protection Procedures, (2008) emphasise the importance of building effective relationships with the primary caregiver and other professionals and having open channels of communication as this also helps promote positive behaviour (Alvestad, et al., 2009). 
· Practitioners, caregivers and other professionals must work together and relay relevant information between parties to signpost any issues, in order to effectively safeguard children (Sidebotham et al., 2016, cited in NSPCC, 2019; Early Years Matter, 2019). 
· The Children’s Act 1989 states that the safety and welfare of all children is vital when decisions are made.   This Act sets out procedures that are in place and the roles that agencies play in order to keep children safe (Legislation.Gov, N.D)

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a document that was brought into effect in 1989 by the United Nations (UN) and later became officially valid in the UK in 1991.  The UNCRC is an important document put in place to protect children and their rights.  The document is made up of 54 articles which outline the rights that every child should have.  These rights are underpinned by four main principles which are the best interest of the child, survival and development, Non-discrimination, and respecting the voice and views of the child (UNICEF, ND).  This briefing paper is for practitioners within an Early Years setting.  The aim of this briefing paper is to highlight the importance of these rights and the importance of collaboration, careful planning and observations in order to adhere to the UNCRC rights of the child (1989).


Article 23: A child with a disability has the right a special education and to live a full and decent life. Governments must do all they can to support disabled children and their families (UNICEF, 1989).
· Dewey’s 1859-1952 (cited in Bates, 2016) behaviour modification theory believed in creating opportunities for social inclusion and that a child’s interests should be incorporated into the learning experience.  
· Donaldson’s (2014) review of the curriculum in Wales suggests that practitioners/teachers should contribute more with the learning experience in a way that meets the individual likes, abilities, needs and interests of the child (Successful Futures,2019). 
· With this in mind The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) states that practitioners should make reasonable adjustments to the child’s environment and/or individual learning plan to promote inclusion and enable a child with special educational needs (SEN) to learn and develop, in line with the Equality Act 2010 (Department of Education, 2014).
· The Welsh Government (2015) state that practitioners should be aware of any barriers that prevent participation, play and learning.  Including learning difficulties, disabilities, and social barriers.
· Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) are responsible for ensuring that the SEN policy and inclusive practices are adhered to within the setting.  Working with caregivers and professionals to develop learning and development plans based on the child’s individual interests to enable the needs of the child to be met (National Strategies, 2009).

To conclude practitioners must ensure that all policies, procedures and legislation such as the United Nations Convention for the Rights of the Child 1989 (UNCRC) are adhered to and where necessary share information with other professionals in order to safeguard children effectively (NSPCC, 2019).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Article 12: The voice of the child.  Every child has the right to express themselves in all matters that affect them, to listened to and taken seriously (UNICEF, 1989).
· The Ministry of Justice and Hughes (2015) emphasis the importance of the voice of the child when decisions are made that directly affect them.  The government propose that under new legislation children will be given greater opportunities to be heard.
· Save the Children (2011) state that without a voice children are unable to speak up and challenge safeguarding issues they may have at home or within a setting.  It can also hinder identifying barriers that prevent children’s rights from being fulfilled if children are not given the opportunity to speak about them. 
· The Foundation Phase (2015) place importance on involving children in the planning process and listening to and respecting the views of the child. 
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