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1. Pros and cons of blended learning in the university education

Learning is a process that start at early times (6-7 years old) and it stops when we die. I might be old fashioned or out of this time when everything is technological and moving at fast pace but for me, when I think at school and learning I picture myself in the first grade, sitting scared in a bench in the second row waiting for the teacher to come. School for me brings memories like, classroom, blackboard, chalk, colleagues, exams, copying and asking colleagues for the answers. Yes, I am old fashioned, but I have learned more than my nephew is learning these days. 
The concept of blended learning in any stage of education, school, high school or university is a hybrid concept of learning that started to grow in the last years mainly because of the COVID pandemic. This type of hybrid learning combines the on-line learning with the traditional classroom setup. Every student is different and therefore, maybe for some this blended learning is suitable but for others it may not be based on various reasons and the most important can be motivation. There will always be students that will welcome the concept of blended learning as there will always be students that will be against it. In the last years due to the pandemic the learning was more of on-line and not even blended but with the ease of the restriction and the society going towards normality, blended learning is starting to grow on each university.
Below I will present some PROs and CONs towards blended learning.

1. PROS
- students and teachers can connect even outside the classroom hours via different applications

- instant communication.

- flexibility and increased accessibility to learning materials,
- individualized support based on the need of each student 
- interactive educational experience – the technology and the new software, platforms help students to gain interest in learning and to find it fun and interactional.

- track students’ skills and performance – teachers can monitor the involvement of each student; the time spent for each assignment and also can advise them where they need to improve their knowledge.

- efficient student assessment – the software, the platforms and the programme used allow the teachers to provide immediate feedback and, in this way, to reduce the teacher’s effort and the student to know this progress immediately.
- Improves the computing skills – blended learning means to have access to on-line courses and to be able to use the computer for several tasks which will help the students in the future with programs like: Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Outlook, Teams, Webex

2. CONS
- high costs – the investment in technology to support the infrastructure is huge because there are not only costs with the computers but also with the software and sometimes with personalized software for each university (their own software) 
- technological dependence – the internet is the main support for this type of learning

- IT knowledge – not knowing to use the computer and the software is a barrier for this process

- WEB exposure 

- the students might need some time to accept this new type of learning 

- the teachers must use different software, applications, and tools in order to support a vary number of students and to be able to perform a well structures and balanced lesson. Some teachers might find it difficult to adjust to the new technology.

- lack of motivation form the students because while you are in classroom you need to pay attention even if you don’t participate at the class but while you are studying on-line, no one knows if you are there or paying attention or doing something else. 

2. Pros and cons of traditional classroom learning in the HE sectors
The schools in different level of education have been the basis of everybody’s education. We all have started from early age to attend the educational system as schools belong to the public sector and the basic education is free. I consider that schools (primary, secondary, college, university) are the fundamental base for each student to obtain knowledge and to find their calling. Online learning, blended learning is no match to the original concept of traditional learning, sitting in a classroom. 

Last week I saw a post on a social media platform about the exam in China and I was amazed how traditional learning is valued. For example, the children had 3 exams per day for 2 day and during the exam hours all the activities were stopping, no noise was produces to allow them to concentrate. Any activity that would disturb them would have been fined and any children caught copying would go to jail.
1. PROS 

- students will interact more with the teachers in the classroom and will be able to ask questions and more information

- more interaction between classmates, more group assignments in order to asses their interpersonal, communication skills
- access to the events that are held in campus

- creating the sense of responsibility among students because of the fixed timetable 

- access to other students’ experiences shared in the classroom can help develop different skills and obtain different knowledge 

- traditional schools have different methods of education, technical skills, social skills and even sport

- the teachers are the main source of information and help the students to solve their problems and gives them advice 

- the teachers are helping the students to improve their grades, are motivating them to push more 
2. CONS 

- no flexible hours because of the schedule and therefore not having time for anything else 

- the cost with the education because college and university are not free and the students might need to work and get a loan in order to pay for the courses 

- cost of living and transport – going to and from school and living in the school area might involve some costs

- lack of time to do something else because of the rigid schedule 

- lack of motivation because some students consider school as an obligation 

- sometimes the students are focusing on other things while they are at school, and this will determine a lack of career direction 

- if the students are not interested, they become passive listeners 

- sometimes the teachers are using an authoritarian approach on the subject not letting the student express or speak and this will create a barrier between them. 

3. Evaluation of both forms of teaching and learning in the past and present. Support your arguments using evidence and examples.

I will start with a small story about myself. I remember when I was going for the first time to school, I was scared and afraid. It took me some time to accommodate with my new “job” and I remember that we had uniforms, no access to phones, tablets, or smart watches only a backpack with books and notebooks. I used to go to library to borrow books to study and to be able to find more information requested by the teacher. When we had exams in the classroom, nobody was doing anything except working on his paper and when we were asked about the lesson, we were brought in front of the classroom to speak, and everybody was watching. I think that in that time the educational system was very good, and the children were able to learn and to leave the classroom with some information and I am thankful that I caught those times because my knowledge is vast. 
I say this because now I see my nephew, who is in the 7th grade and his interest is anything else but for school. Some of his classes are on-line, probably, the school is trying to implement the blended learning and he is just staying in front of the computer and if he is asked about something he is “google-ing” the answer. When they had classes online the situation was the same. It is not only about my nephew because I can speak from my on-line experience with the classes that sometimes I just leave the computer open and do something else. I personally consider that online classes or blended learning has a lot way to go in order to become more effective. It is my opinion that any other type of learning except traditional learning can turn into a joke in no time. I can’t remember when I used a book to do some research because nowadays everything is online, and we even have audiobooks. I know that this is technological development but there are countries that are focusing on traditional learning and no other form of learning because we must remember that the children are the future of any country. 
Not only that the learning system is changing with the introduction of blended learning, online courses, and online learning but also the teaching system must hold the pace with these changes. 

For some teachers this might be a problem because they are not able to understand or use a computer or the software provided at full capacity. The dependence of internet access is also a problem because if the internet is slow then the quality of the sessions is affected. I am aware that the entire process is something new and it will take time. It is like when the computer was invented, and you needed a computer the size of a room in order to calculate 1+1 and now we have phones that are better that a computer. 
4. Recommendations you would make based on your evaluation.

I consider myself a dinosaur and with old life principles maybe because of my life experience but regardless the age everybody should remember that the children are the future and how we educate them will leave an important mark on them for the future. 
I think the blended learning has a lot of miles to go before will become as effective as the traditional learning. It has support from the fact that there are programs, software that ease the access to information. The internet is growing and is becoming more and more an important part of our life, but we must take into consideration that there are children that cannot afford a computer or a tablet to allow them to study online. We find everything now online, we spend our life online because this is the society, this is the development and the future, but something must remain as they were in the past. One of this is educational system and the way the children are receiving information and they learn. 

The recommendations I would make referring to be blended learning would be: 
· Provide same level of technology to each child to have be in the situation to not afford the technology needed 

· Make the classes online but the exams and written test to be given in a traditional way

· Provide the information about the courses, all of them, online and also provide the books related to each course and on a monthly base to have a traditional class where group projects and discussion to be held and in this way the teacher can assess who is learning or who is slacking. 

· Finding ways to keep the students motivated and to attend, pop quiz, random questions, funny stories, etc 

I consider that we start working from the age of 6 because the school is a child’s first job and it is the first contact with something else that the home environment and the impact is great. The children are an investment for the future of any country – an investment in future doctors, managers, drivers, bankers, IT specialist. 

So, as a conclusion, if I have to choose – I will stick only to traditional learning!
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