T.S Eliot’s Tradition and Individual Talent essay (Sacred Wood)

For T.S Eliot tradition is not a repetition of what has been, as the concept is often referred to. Neither is it a linear appreciation of those who have been before and continuance on that line of poets and poetry (although there are aspects of that). 
There is a timeless element where a poet is in a ‘zone’ of poetry, not an isolate, and all the genius that has been given life by previous great poets exists in that zone. There is a linear historical aspect in a sense of context wherein in different time periods the material for poet to use was influenced by the time they found themselves in. 
Eliot doesn’t see poetry as a progressive trend in the line of history or in terms of ‘new’ is better than ‘old’ but he acknowledges that hindsight can give a person a better overview to appreciate a poem.
He sees a poet to be more of an impersonal instrument. Individual talent comes after a surrender in terms of language and imagery. It is not the poet’s emotions or intensity, it is a poem’s. It is not a one specific experience (that can be very ordinary in external worlds) that gives a poem its depth and potency but the accumulated content in a poet and his ability to get “out of the way” that provides a fertile ground for a fermentation process. A good poetry has a life of its own, is timeless and independent. Of course that is not the whole story; there is the deliberate conscious, skilled and discipline work that takes place to give a poem its final form.  
Eliot writes “Poetry is not a turning loose of emotion, but an escape from emotion; it is not the expression of personality, but an escape from personality. But, of course, only those who have personality and emotions know what it means to want to escape from these things.”

