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This dissertation examines public perceptions of police involvement in incidents of physical and emotional child abuse in the United Kingdom, highlighting the efficacy of safeguarding measures and the wellbeing of children. The research examines the effects of emotional abuse and neglect on child development, the function of police officers in safeguarding children, and the obstacles that may hinder the reporting of suspected abuse. A quantitative research methodology was utilized by distributing an anonymous online questionnaire to individuals throughout Wales. The questionnaire collected information on public knowledge of emotional abuse, perceptions of police efficacy, confidence in safeguarding mechanisms, and opinions on multi-agency collaboration. The findings reveal that although the public typically acknowledges police participation as a crucial protective measure, apprehensions persist concerning the identification and management of emotional abuse due to its less apparent characteristics. Fear, uncertainty, and insufficient public awareness were recognized as substantial obstacles to reporting abuse. Participants emphasized and necessity of specialized police training, enhanced communication, and increased collaboration among law enforcement, social services, healthcare providers, and educational institutions. This study suggests that while police engagement is essential for child protection, safeguarding practices can be improved by enhanced professional training, more public awareness, and more effective inter-agency collaboration. These enhancements may facilitate improved long-term developmental outcomes and well-being for at-risk children.
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[bookmark: _Toc228897405][bookmark: _Toc228897593][bookmark: _Toc228901344]1.1 Introduction

Child abuse in the United Kingdom, including physical, sexual, and emotional harm, is a complicated and upsetting social issue (NSPCC, 2023). In Wales, safeguarding children is a national priority. The Well-being of Future Generation (Wales) Act 2015, which attempts to make the nation “more egalitarian, wealthier, and healthier” for current and future generations, is one example of a devolved statute that demonstrates this (Welsh Government, 2015). Despite having some of the most sophisticated child protection legislation in the world, emotional abuse and neglect are nevertheless difficult to identify and prevent since they are frequently reported as physical abuse (Public Health Wales, 2022). However, they are also the hardest to show because there is limited visible evidence. The South Wales Safeguarding Partnership (2024) says that local government have set up Safeguarding Boards that bring together police, health, education, and social care workers to plan how to protect children. These boards aim to promote multi-agency collaboration and early intervention, because evidence suggests that emotional abuse can have just as bad and long-lasting effects as physical harm. Even though these structures are in place, there are still problems with how organisations share information and how well the police officers can spot early signs of emotional harm. South Wales’s complicated family structures, unequal economies, and cultural views make it even more dangerous for children, especially in place with a lot of problems, like Cardiff, Newport, and Bridgend (Welsh Government, 2023). Social and economic stresses, mental health problems in parents, and drug abuse all make places where emotional neglect is likely to happen but not often recorded more common. Therefore, police officers play a crucial role not only when there is instant danger but also when they can spot and stop patterns of emotional harm before they get worse. Children who are emotionally abused for a long time are more likely to develop depression, anxiety, attachment difficulties, and problems with their brain development (Ibrahim et al., 2018). These effects do not only impact the individual child but also affect society which will affects the health and happiness of future generations. For this reason, looking into how well the Walsh police handle report of emotional and physical abuse is important for both safety practice and the health of society. This chapter establishes the foundation for understanding the complexity of emotional and physical child abuse in Wales and highlights the importance of police involvement in promoting child wellbeing.

[bookmark: _Toc228897406][bookmark: _Toc228897594][bookmark: _Toc228901345]1.2 Problem Statement

There are numerous frameworks and studies that look at how police officers can help protect children across the UK, but not much is known about how these kinds of measures work in Wales. Emotional abuse and neglect are especially hard to prove because there is not always clear evidence and subjective interpretations exist regarding what is happening. Also, parents and other carers are often hesitant to tell the police about these problems (Radford et al., 2017). Police officers are often the first ones to arrive at reports of child abuse, but they may have trouble finding or dealing with harm that is not physical (Home Office, 2022). As the Welsh Government (2023) says, some towns in South Wales are severely lacking in many ways, which makes them more vulnerable and makes it more likely that emotional abuse will not be reported. Also, the fact that parents, teachers, and the police do not always work together may make it harder to keep children safe. There gaps highlight the urgent need to investigate the police’s handling of physical and emotional child abuse cases, determine if the current approaches are effective, and assess the long-term effects of those measures on the development and health of children in Wales.

[bookmark: _Toc228897407][bookmark: _Toc228897595][bookmark: _Toc228901346]1.3 Research Gap and Justification

Most child safety studies focus on the United Kingdom rather than Wales’s unique social, cultural, and legal context (Horwath, 2013; UNICEF, 2021). Not many cases have looked at how people in the area, schools, or parents feel when the police are called to a case of emotional abuse. There is limited research on this topic, which is significant because in Wales early help, safety, and working together are of significant importance. The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 makes it clear that the police and other government agencies must make decision that are good for future generations. As result, it is both appropriate and compatible with the fundamental principles of Wales  law and policy to investigate how police operations in South Wales contribute to immediate and long-term protection of children. Wales has changed the way it cares for children by putting in place a child protection policy.
This is shown by new laws like the children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment; Wales, Act.,  2020) and the All-Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019). However, there has been insufficient research on the real enforcement if these limits, particularly regarding police participation. Numerous previous studies investigate police operation, including case recording, monitoring, and prioritisation methodologies. It does not indicate clearly how effective these activities are or how they genuinely help children in the long term (Bryant and Bryant, 2021). This study is necessary because it aims to close the gap between laws and real-life experiences, or between policy models and how they affect children in the real world. This study looks at how the public feels about multi-agency teamwork and how well it works to help people identify how current methods can be improved, so that they more effectively protect children from emotional and physical harm. It will also give lawmakers and safety workers useful information that will help them make decisions about future practices that meet both national goals and unique needs of Wales communities.

[bookmark: _Toc228897408][bookmark: _Toc228897596][bookmark: _Toc228901347]1.4 Purpose and Aim of the Study

The goal of this study is to investigate how emotional abuse and neglect affect a child’s development and growth, as well as how the police officers can help protect these children. The purpose of this dissertation is to evaluate whether the present methods used to stop child abuse in South Wales are working and to suggest ways that practice and policy could be made better in this area.

[bookmark: _Toc228897409][bookmark: _Toc228897597][bookmark: _Toc228901348]1.5  Research Objectives

The following are the study goals: To investigate how emotional abuse and neglect affect the mental health and growth of children. To look at how the police officers handle cases of physical and emotional child abuse. To examine what people think and how often police officers are involved in cases of child abuse.

[bookmark: _Toc228897410][bookmark: _Toc228897598][bookmark: _Toc228901349]1.6 Research Question

What is the impact of police intervention in the cases of physical and emotional child abuse on children’s wellbeing and development? This question leads the study by focusing on how well police actions work and how they affect the well-being of children in South Wales.

[bookmark: _Toc228897411][bookmark: _Toc228897599][bookmark: _Toc228901350]1.7Structure of the Dissertation

There are five parts in the dissertation, and each one adds to a full study of the research topic.
Chapter 1 – Introduction: Provides the background, research problem, justification, aims, objectives, and research question.
Chapter 2 – Literature Review: Examines academic, governmental, and non-governmental sources on the child abuse, emotional neglect, and the role of law enforcement in Wales.
Chapter 3 – Methodology: Describes the research design, quantitative method (questionnaires), sampling, ethical considerations, and data analysis approach.
Chapter 4 – Findings and Analysis:  Presents and interprets the survey findings, analysing public perceptions and the effectiveness of police interventions.
Chapter 5 – Conclusion: Summarises key finding, discusses implications for safeguarding policy and practice, and suggests recommendations for future research.
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[bookmark: _Toc228897413][bookmark: _Toc228897601][bookmark: _Toc228901352]2.1 Introduction

This chapter provides a thorough examination of the existing literature concerning child abuse, emotional neglect, and the involvement of police intervention in the protection of children. This analysis explores academic studies, policy frameworks, and empirical evidence concerning physical and emotional abuse, their effects on child development, and the efficacy of police responses in child protection. This   literature review aims to assess current knowledge for the current research, which investigates public perception of police involvement in abuse cases in South Wales.

[bookmark: _Toc228897414][bookmark: _Toc228897602][bookmark: _Toc228901353]2.2 Conceptualising Child Abuse

Child abuse is recognised as  a  multifaceted problem encompassing physical, sexual, emotional harm, and neglect (NSPCC, 2023). HM Government (2023) defines abuse as any act or omission that causes actual or potential harm to a child’s health, development, or dignity. Physical abuse involves the deliberate causing of bodily harm, whereas emotional abuse consists of persistent actions that erode a child’s self-esteem, emotional well-being, or mental health. Emotional injury and neglect are interconnected since neglect involves this failing. According to researchers (Ibrahim et al., 2018), emotional abuse is common yet often overlooked (Felitti et al., 1998). Physical abuse presents clear indicators, such as bruises or injuries; conversely, emotional abuse is frequently obscured within familial interactions, complicating detection by professionals and law enforcement.     Radford et al. (2017) found that emotional abuse is reported less frequently than other forms of maltreatment, yet it has substantial adverse effects on child well-being. Additionally, child maltreatment is influenced by broader socioeconomic circumstances. Research indicates that deprivation, parental mental health challenges, domestic violence, and substance abuse markedly elevate the risk of abuse (Public Health Wales, 2022).  Structural inequalities are particularly relevant in certain areas of South Wales, where elevated levels of deprivation are associated with heightened safeguarding concerns (Welsh Government, 2023).  Consequently, any analysis of police intervention should be contextualised within the broader societal framework.
[bookmark: _Toc228897415][bookmark: _Toc228897603][bookmark: _Toc228901354]2.3 Emotional Abuse and Neglect: Hidden Harm
[bookmark: _Toc228897416][bookmark: _Toc228897604][bookmark: _Toc228901355]2.3.1 Challenges in identification
Emotional abuse is recognised as one of the most difficult forms of harm to identify and substantiate (Munro, 2011; Bryant and Bryant, 2021). Mental pain is inherently subjective, and the invisibility of injuries complicates both reporting and investigation processes.     Adults, including teachers, neighbours, and extended family members, may struggle to identify the indicators of emotional abuse in children (UNICEF, 2021; Horwath, 2023). Police training typically focusses on managing visible criminal activities and physical threats, while there is an opportunity to enhance understanding of the subtler behavioural patterns that may lead to emotional trauma (Home Office, 2022). This factor presents unique challenges for law enforcement officers, but it also opens opportunities for growth and improvement. Establishing evidence thresholds is particularly challenging in cases of emotional abuse, which may result in inconsistencies in professional judgement and intervention decisions. 

[bookmark: _Toc228897417][bookmark: _Toc228897605][bookmark: _Toc228901356]2.3.2 Long-term developmental consequences

There is a substantial body of research that shows the significant impact of emotional abuse and neglect on a child's mental, emotional, and social growth.  Ibrahim et al. (2018) say that emotional abuse makes it more likely that a person will have an anxiety condition, depression, problems with attachment, or trouble with their executive functioning.   Neurodevelopmental studies have also shown that emotional pain and long-term stress change parts of the brain that are important for making memories and controlling emotions. These long-term effects can also persist into adulthood.   Gilbert et al. (2009) discovered that people who had been emotionally abused as children were more likely to have mental health problems, use drugs, and be socially unstable. 
These results show how important law enforcement and safety officials are for stopping damage from getting worse. They also show how important it is to move and diagnose problems quickly.
[bookmark: _Toc228897418][bookmark: _Toc228897606][bookmark: _Toc228901357]2.4 Legislative and Safeguarding Frameworks in Wales

Wales possesses unique safeguarding legislation and policies that influence police engagement in child protection.  The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 mandates that public services, including law enforcement, make decisions that enhance long-term wellbeing.  In this context, the protection of children is regarded as both a legal obligation and a means of fostering healthier, more integrated communities (Welsh Government, 2015).

[bookmark: _Toc228897419][bookmark: _Toc228897607][bookmark: _Toc228901358]2.4.1 All-Wales Safeguarding Procedures

An approach that is standardised for recognising, reporting, and responding to concerns about child abuse is provided by the All-Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019).  The methods in question include an emphasis on early intervention, shared responsibility, and collaboration amongst multiple agencies.  When it comes to ensuring that concerns are evaluated in a holistic manner, it is required that law enforcement officials work in collaboration with social service providers, health professionals, and education providers.

[bookmark: _Toc228897420][bookmark: _Toc228897608][bookmark: _Toc228901359]2.4.2 Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020

The removal of the "reasonable punishment" defence made the law stronger against physical harm.  This change in policy shows that Wales cares about children's rights and shows how important it is for the police to uphold these rights.  The Act is mostly about physical punishment, but it also supports the broader goal of keeping children safe by urging parents to look at bad parenting methods sooner.

[bookmark: _Toc228897421][bookmark: _Toc228897609][bookmark: _Toc228901360]2.4.3 Safeguarding Boards and Multi-Agency Partnerships

Regional safeguarding bodies play a key role in organising police work like the South Wales Safeguarding Partnership (2024). These forums foster coordinated child protection responses, open communication, and information exchange. Notwithstanding these frameworks, enduring deficiencies persist in information dissemination and inter-agency collaboration concerns consistently emphasised in national assessments (Home Office, 2022).

[bookmark: _Toc228897422][bookmark: _Toc228897610][bookmark: _Toc228901361]2.5 The Role of Police in Child Protection

There is much more to police engagement in child safety than just reacting to an emergency.  According to Bryant and Bryant (2021), however, this role can be challenging in practice, particularly in cases involving emotional abuse where harm is less visible. The police are essential partners in long-term protection procedures as well as first responders (College of Policing, 2020).
Beyond their immediate reaction duties, police officers are increasingly anticipated to have a proactive role in protecting vulnerable children. This entails recognizing behavioural patterns, identifying familial risk factors, and collaborating with other organizations to guarantee the provision of suitable support. Nonetheless, this expectation might prove difficult to fulfil in practice, especially in instances were emotional abuse in not overtly apparent. A primary challenge encountered by cops is differentiating between inadequate parenting and emotional injury that warrants intervention. In the absence of definitive physical proof, choices frequently depend on professional judgment, which may differ based on experience and training. This may lead to discrepancies in case management, with certain circumstances being addressed swiftly while others remain unacknowledged in the initial phase. Moreover, excessive workloads and constrained resources in law enforcement can impact the attention allocated to protection cases. Officers frequently  must reconcile urgent operational demands with long-term protective duties, thereby limiting the time available for comprehensive evaluation on intricate family circumstances. This is especially pertinent in regions with elevated deprivation level, where the incidence of instances may be higher. Notwithstanding their obstacles, efficient cooperation between law enforcement and other entities is  crucial. Sharing information and collaborative decision-making can enhance risk identification and result in more uniform outcomes for children. Enhancing these connections is thus a crucial element in advancing safeguarding measures.

[bookmark: _Toc228897423][bookmark: _Toc228897611][bookmark: _Toc228901362]2.5.1 First response responsibilities

Risk assessment, evidence collection, first interviews, and safety are required by police while investigating abuse. These responsibilities are difficult in emotional abuse instances when harm may not be obvious. Officers use behavioural indications, contextual observations, and professional opinion, making evaluations subjective.

[bookmark: _Toc228897424][bookmark: _Toc228897612][bookmark: _Toc228901363]2.5.2 Evidence collection and decision-making

The police face major difficulties in gathering evidence when dealing with cases of emotional abuse (Munro, 2011).  On the other hand, mental harm, in contrast to physical abuse, rarely results in visible evidence.  There is a possibility that statements may not be consistent, that children will be afraid to reveal information, and that experts would perceive behaviours in a different way (Hurworth, 2013; NSPCC, 2023)  The result of this is that cases may be dismissed early or demoted, even though the harm has persisted.
[bookmark: _Toc228897425][bookmark: _Toc228897613]
[bookmark: _Toc228901364]2.6 Public Perceptions of Police Intervention

The likelihood of reporting concerns related to child maltreatment is significantly influenced by societal perceptions of police engagement.    Some individuals may refrain from contacting law enforcement (ONS, 2022) during difficult times, as they typically perceive them as professionals responsible for managing emergencies and criminal activities (Radford et al., 2017). Individuals often perceive emotional abuse as a safety concern requiring governmental intervention; however, tangible physical evidence is not always present (UNICEF, 2021).  The level of confidence individuals has in one another influences the act of disclosure. The Welsh Government (2023) states that residents of regions experiencing persistent destitution, such as certain areas of South Wales, may exhibit diminished confidence in government institutions, thereby reducing their likelihood of reporting issues. Moreover, there is a lack of understanding regarding the role of the police in providing protection.   There are differing opinions on the appropriate response to emotional abuse; some advocate for intervention solely by social services, whereas others call for immediate action. Due to a lack of clarity regarding police duties, it's clear that public opinion is divided (DfE, 2023), as different individuals have varying perceptions of the role of the police in safeguarding situations. Examining public opinions in South Wales is crucial for enhancing safeguarding responses, as this ambiguity leads to under-reporting.

[bookmark: _Toc228897426][bookmark: _Toc228897614][bookmark: _Toc228901365]2.7 Gaps in the Existing Literature

The literature identifies multiple deficiencies that warrant the current study. Firstly, there is limited research that is specific to Wales, as most studies concentrate on England or the UK, neglecting Wales's distinct legislative frameworks. Furthermore, there is a lack of studies on reporting emotional abuse. There is a significant body of research on physical abuse, but emotional harm, which is more common, remains underexplored. Limited understanding exists regarding public perceptions. Furthermore, existing research focuses on professionals whose perspectives influence reporting behaviour, not the public. There is insufficient evidence regarding the effectiveness of police intervention in cases of emotional abuse. There are policing tactics, but limited research examines how they impact children’s wellbeing in the real-world settings. There are Insufficient studies linking police involvement to developmental outcomes. Most studies on child safety look at law enforcement and child psychology separately. This study aims to bridge these areas. Finally, by filling in these gaps, this research provides a better understanding how the police contribute to child protection in Wales.

[bookmark: _Toc228897427][bookmark: _Toc228897615]


[bookmark: _Toc228901366]2.8  Conclusion

The objective of this chapter was to investigate the ways in which various lines of inquiry are connected to our comprehension of child abuse and the role that law enforcement agencies play in safeguarding children.  Rather than addressing emotional and physical abuse as two distinct problems, the research showed that they frequently overlap and impact one another. This is especially true in households where there is a high level of stress, poverty, or unstable relationships.  Early detection is significantly more difficult than it might appear to be since studies regularly point out that children who live in such situations may have long-lasting mental harm even when there are no physical indicators of impairment. 
 The special environment that Wales has in place for the protection of its citizens is yet another significant subject that emerged.  A wider national commitment to enhancing long-term wellbeing is reflected in the policy framework that is being implemented here, which places a significant amount of importance on preventative and collaborative efforts.  Even though these rules make it very apparent what is expected of them, the actual process of putting them into effect is not as straightforward.  Different organisations, including the police, frequently have different ways of interpreting risk, which can result in delays or inconsistencies in the way that concerns are addressed.  In cases involving emotional abuse, when there is a lack of physical evidence, these challenges become more pronounced. In these circumstances, professional judgement plays a significant role because of the lack of physical evidence.
 In addition, the review shed light on the ways in which public views influence the process of safeguarding.  Sometimes families are reluctant to involve the police, either because they are afraid of the consequences or because they do not perceive emotional abuse as a safeguarding concern. 
 Taking everything into consideration, the body of research indicates that there are several problems that remain unresolved. These include how communities perceive the actions of the police in the protection of children, how successfully officers diagnose emotional injury, and how well existing safeguarding systems work in practice.  These gaps serve as the foundation for the current study, which demonstrates why additional research is required to comprehend the realities of police involvement in situations involving both mental and physical abuse.

[bookmark: _Toc228897428][bookmark: _Toc228901367]Chapter 3 – Methodology



[bookmark: _Toc228897429][bookmark: _Toc228901368]3.1 Introduction to Methodology

The methodology that was utilised in the process of conducting the research for this dissertation is presented in this chapter. The purpose of this investigation is to examine the potential effects that police intervention in cases of emotional and physical abuse could have on the growth and well-being of children in the United Kingdom.  When it comes to child protection, the United Kingdom continues to face a significant challenge in the form of child abuse. According to data collected by the police recently, the number of violations of child abuse and exploitation that have been documented is on the rise. This includes instances of abuse that have occurred online. This trend is putting an increasing burden on the services that are responsible for protecting people (NSPCC, 2023). The Office of National Statistics (2024) reports that numerous adults have reported having experienced abuse themselves prior to the age of sixteen. This is in addition to the fact that national estimates indicate that the prevalence of childhood abuse continues to be high. As the police play a significant role in keeping children safe, it makes sense to investigate how people feel about the police's role in these situations. This chapter delineates the research strategy, the methods of data collection, participant recruitment, and analysis, as well as ethical considerations and constraints. 

[bookmark: _Toc228897430][bookmark: _Toc228901369]3.2 Research Strategy   

This dissertation employs a quantitative research methodology. The study gathers data in numerical form and quantifiable responses instead of comprehensive interviews or personal narratives. A survey methodology was selected to ascertain public perceptions regarding police responses to child abuse. Surveys are frequently employed in criminology and policing research, as they enable researchers to collect perspectives from a broader population and discern patterns in attitudes (Bryman, 2016). This method is suitable given that child abuse, especially emotional abuse, is often not reported adequately. The level of public trust in law enforcement influences individuals' readiness to report concerns (NSPCC, 2025). The use of a questionnaire enables a systematic examination of these perceptions in a structured way. 

[bookmark: _Toc228897431][bookmark: _Toc228901370]3.2.3 The Significance of Public Perceptions in the Child Protection Process

One of the most significant reasons for concentrating on public views within the scope of this research is that the protection of individuals is dependent not only on the efforts of professional organisations but also on the willingness of communities to acknowledge and report issues. Since it is often more difficult to identify instances of emotional abuse and neglect than it is to identify instances of physical injury, the participation of law enforcement is usually dependent on the information that is supplied by members of the public, schools, or other agencies. Recent research conducted by the NSPCC (2023) indicates that a significant number of cases are not reported due to  fear, ambiguity, or a lack of understanding  of the reporting procedures.
According to HM Government (2023), the police forces in Wales and across the United Kingdom operate under multi-agency safeguarding arrangements. These arrangements involve collaboration between social services, education, healthcare, and the police to provide effective child protection responsibilities. When assessing the results of safeguarding efforts, it is consequently essential to understand whether the public perceives the police to be accessible, well-trained, and effective. It is possible that people will be less inclined to report emotional abuse if they do not have faith in the answers of the police, which will enable the damage to go unchecked.
The purpose of this research is to gain a comprehensive understanding of these attitudes via the use of a questionnaire-based methodology. It is possible that the results will add to continuing debates in the United Kingdom about the enhancement of safeguarding knowledge, the development of public confidence, and the promotion of stronger multi-agency responses to child abuse. 

[bookmark: _Toc228897432][bookmark: _Toc228901371]3.3 Data Collection 

[bookmark: _Toc228897433][bookmark: _Toc228901372]3.3.1 The method of data collection

Primary data will be collected through an anonymous online questionnaire.
Primary data is useful because it is collected directly for the purpose of the research and reflects current views (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2019).
A platform like Microsoft Forms will be used to distribute the questionnaire online. Online surveys are practical and accessible, especially when participants are in different areas across Wales (Denscombe, 2017).

[bookmark: _Toc228897434][bookmark: _Toc228901373]3.3.2 Gathering of information

The questionnaire will be shared through academic networks and community-focused online platforms. Prior to the distribution of the survey, it is essential to obtain approval from the supervisor.
It will remain accessible for approximately four weeks.
The following steps will be followed by the participants:
· Review the information sheet that explains the purpose of the study.
· Provide informed consent before participation.
· Complete the questionnaire independently.
· Submit responses confidentially.
This method is suitable, as it enables individuals to respond confidentially, which is crucial when addressing sensitive safeguarding issues (Denscombe, 2017).

[bookmark: _Toc228897435][bookmark: _Toc228901374]3.3.3 Design of questionnaires

The survey comprises:
Likert-scale enquiries (strongly agree to strongly disagree)
A limited quantity of demographic enquiries
Three concise response enquiries
The short-answer questions allow participants to articulate their perspectives in their own language, providing valuable context to the survey results (Creswell, 2018). The complete questionnaire is in Appendix A.
[bookmark: _Toc228897436][bookmark: _Toc228901375]3.4 Method for sampling

Participants included adults aged 18 and over residing in Wales. The ability to give informed consent and potential opinions on policing and safeguarding duties led to the selection of adults.
A reasonable and appropriate sample size for an undergraduate dissertation is around 100 responses, which is what the study aims to collect.
The participants will be selected using a convenience sampling method, which means they will be chosen according to their availability and willingness to participate (Bryman, 2016). Although this method might not be representative of the whole Welsh population, it is suitable for smaller-scale studies. The survey will be disseminated across various online platforms to attract a larger pool of participants.

[bookmark: _Toc228897437][bookmark: _Toc228901376]3.5 Data Analysis

Following the completion of the questionnaire, you will be able to export your responses into Microsoft Excel for further analysis. To provide a concise summary of the most important patterns found in the data, the research will make use of descriptive statistics, such as percentages and frequency counts (Field, 2018).
Among the topics that will be examined are the following:
The confidence of the public in the ways in which the police protect
Consciousness of sexual and emotional abuse and neglect
Availability to report suspected instances of abuse
Various perspectives on the efficiency of the police in protecting children
All the responses to the short-answer questions will be analysed and categorised into broad categories, such as the most frequently expressed concerns regarding reporting or suggestions for enhancement. The findings of the statistical analysis are enhanced by this.

[bookmark: _Toc228897438][bookmark: _Toc228901377]3.6 Obstacles and Constraints

The limitations of this research must be acknowledged.
Convenience sampling means participants choose to take the survey, so the results may not represent Wales adult population (Saunders et al., 2019).
Secondly, given the delicate nature of the topic, it is possible that some participants might opt to refrain from answering specific questions or may provide responses that align more closely with social norms rather than their true feelings. It is anticipated that maintaining anonymity will mitigate this risk (Denscombe, 2017). Nevertheless, one way to increase participation is to make the survey widely available to many people.


[bookmark: _Toc228897439][bookmark: _Toc228901378]3.7 Validity and Reliability of the Study

To ensure that the questionnaire is reliable, the questions are written in a clear manner and use response options that are consistent. In addition, a brief pilot test might be carried out to determine whether the participants will comprehend the questions.
Working Together to Safeguard Children (HM Government, 2023) is one example of recognised safeguarding guidance that can be linked to the survey topics to support the validity of the survey. Consequently, this guarantees that the questionnaire will concentrate on pertinent issues pertaining to child protection and law enforcement.

[bookmark: _Toc228897440][bookmark: _Toc228901379]3.8 Ethical Considerations

Approval from the ethics committee will be secured prior to the commencement of data collection. The research adheres to essential ethical guidelines, which include:
Participation is optional.
Informed consent is acquired through electronic means.
All responses will remain anonymous and confidential.
Participants have the option to withdraw prior to submission.
Data will be stored securely in accordance with GDPR and the Data Protection Act (2018).
As this study involves a questionnaire, the risk of harm to participants is considered minimal. Nonetheless, it is recognized that the subject of child abuse may be distressing for certain persons. Participants were informed about the study’s nature beforehand and were given the opportunity to withdraw at any point. The questionnaire avoided asking inappropriate or disturbing inquiries, so maintaining ethical standards consistently.



[bookmark: _Toc228897441]
[bookmark: _Toc228901380]3.9 An Evaluation of the Value

The purpose of this methodology is to provide a methodical and principled approach to the examination of public perceptions regarding the actions of law enforcement in cases such as child abuse. Considering the ongoing rise in the number of documented cases of child abuse and the ongoing problems surrounding under-reporting, it is of the utmost importance to gain an understanding of the public's confidence in the policies and procedures that are in place to protect children (Office for National Statistics, 2024; HM Government, 2023). According to the findings, there are specific areas in Wales that could benefit from improvements in terms of policing and safeguarding practices.
Here is my questionnaire form, Public Opinions Regarding Police Intervention in Child Abuse Cases in the United Kingdom – Fill in form


[bookmark: _Toc228897442][bookmark: _Toc228901381]Chapter 4 -  The Findings of your research methods


[bookmark: _Toc228897443][bookmark: _Toc228901382]4.0 Findings of the Study 

[bookmark: _Toc228897444][bookmark: _Toc228901383]4.1 Introduction to the Results of the Study

In this section, the findings that were gathered from the questionnaire that was carried out to investigate the opinions of the general public regarding the involvement of the police in cases involving child abuse in the United Kingdom are presented. An online survey was created and disseminated using Microsoft Forms to collect data from people with different demographics. A grand total of 53 individuals returned the survey. The poll set out to discover how people generally feel about when law enforcement becomes involved in cases of child abuse, how well people understand the concept of emotional abuse, and what kinds of barriers people face when trying to report suspected cases of abuse. As of 2023, the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children identifies child abuse as a major safeguarding concern in the UK. Because of this realisation, those concerned with public safety must work together to respond.

[bookmark: _Toc228897445][bookmark: _Toc228901384]4.2 Discoveries in Demography

Those between the ages of 25 and 34 made up the largest age group, with those between the ages of 18 and 24 and 35 to 44 following closely behind. Only a small percentage of responders were in the 55+ age bracket, and even fewer were in the 45-54 age bracket. It appears that the study primarily captures the opinions of persons in their younger and middle-aged years. In terms of gender distribution, one respondent chose "prefer not to say," whereas most respondents identified as female. Previous research suggests that women are typically more involved with matters pertaining to social welfare and child protection, suggesting that gender differences may impact how these issues are perceived (NSPCC, 2023). In addition, we inquired as to whether the participants had any background information or expertise with matters pertaining to child protection. Most respondents indicated "No," indicating that their views were more informed by popular culture than by actual work experience, according to the results.

[bookmark: _Toc228897446][bookmark: _Toc228901385]4.3 Public Perceptions of Police Intervention

The results indicate that respondents generally acknowledge the significance of police involvement in child abuse cases. Most participants chose "Agree" or "Strongly agree" in response to statements regarding the police's responsibility to protect minors. This suggests that the public perceives police intervention as a critical element of child protection. Police officers are essential in the identification of safeguarding concerns, the investigation of allegations, and the provision of appropriate protection to minors who are at risk. Nevertheless, a significant number of respondents selected "Neither agree nor disagree," which may indicate a degree of uncertainty regarding the efficacy of the current police responses. Police responses may not always be sufficiently specialised to address complex forms of abuse, particularly emotional abuse, as some participants expressed concern. The College of Policing's professional guidelines underscore the importance of effective collaboration between law enforcement and other organizations, along with specialized training in handling safeguarding cases. This corresponds to previous research, which highlighted the significance of cooperation between agencies and specialised training in safeguarding practices (HM Government, 2023; College of Policing, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc228897447][bookmark: _Toc228901386]4.4 Understanding Emotional Abuse

One of the main ideas that came out of the poll is how important it is to recognize emotional abuse. Many participants reported that emotional abuse can be hard to spot because it doesn't always produce evident physical injury. Manipulation, humiliation, or psychological control are all examples of emotional abuse. These behaviours can have long-term effects on a child's mental health and well-being. The NSPCC's research shows that emotional abuse is one of the most common types of child abuse recorded in the UK. Several participants proposed that law enforcement personnel should undergo enhanced training to identify emotional abuse, even in instances lacking obvious indicators of injury. These findings support earlier studies indicating that emotional abuse, while frequently less apparent, is equally detrimental, complicating identification and effective response by experts (Ibrahim et al., 2018; Gilbert et al., 2009).

[bookmark: _Toc228897448][bookmark: _Toc228901387]4.5 Discouragements Facing Child Abuse Reporting

The poll also found that people have trouble reporting suspected abuse due to several factors. One of the main reasons people do not report abuse is because they are afraid. Victims may be afraid their abuser will retaliate or that they will bring shame on their loved ones. Several participants mentioned shame and embarrassment as factors that could prevent victims or witnesses of abuse from coming forward. Some people expressed concern that victims of abuse might hesitate to come forward, fearing that their claims would not  be believed or that there would not be enough proof to support their allegations. Safeguarding research, such as that by the NSPCC in 2023, has shown that fear, shame, and a lack of trust in authorities are common obstacles to reporting abuse.  This aligns with wider safeguarding research, which identifies fear and a lack of confidence in governmental to reporting abuse (Radford et al., 2017). The poll findings also showed how sure individuals feel when they report child abuse. Many participants agreed that the police play an essential role in keeping children safe. However, some of the answers show that people may still not know what happens once a complaint is filed. Some people said that they would not call the police because they were afraid of what would happen or that they would not be taken seriously. Several participants indicated that the reporting procedure might be unpleasant or uncomfortable in their open-ended comments. Some people who answered said they were worried about getting engaged in a police investigation or how reporting abuse could affect their family. These remarks illustrate that even when individuals know how important it is to report abuse, they may still be hesitant if they do not  know what would happen. These answers show that better communication between the government and the public might make people feel more confident about reporting crimes. More individuals may be willing to report concerns about child abuse if they know more about how complaints are processed and what help is available.

[bookmark: _Toc228897449][bookmark: _Toc228901388]4.6 Suggestions for Improving Police Responses

Participants also provided several suggestions for how to improve how police handle claims of child abuse. A common suggestion was that police officers should get more training, especially on how to spot the signs of emotional abuse and how to talk to victims in a caring and helpful way. Several responders also stressed the need for more coordination between the many groups working to protect children. Included in this category are those who are employed in the military, as well as social workers, educators, and medical professionals. By improving communication across different organizations, it may be possible to identify potential dangers earlier and provide children with the assistance they require. Other participants suggested that greater public awareness is required on child abuse. Educational initiatives and awareness campaigns in schools may help students spot abuse and know who to call.

[bookmark: _Toc228897450][bookmark: _Toc228901389]4.7 Key Findings of the survey

The results of the questionnaire provide a clear understanding of how people in the United Kingdom feel about the police getting involved in cases of child abuse. A total of 53 people took part in the survey, and the majority of participants agreed or strongly agreed that the police play an important role in protecting children and dealing with reports of abuse. This suggests that respondents generally regard police involvement as a crucial element in protecting at-risk children. Still, the answers show that there is some uncertainty about how well police intervention is working right now. Some participants chose neutral responses to some statements, which suggests that while they agree that police involvement is important, they are not sure how to handle these cases in practice. A common theme that came up in the survey was how hard it is to recognize emotional abuse. Participants indicated in both the Likert-scale questions and the open-ended responses that emotional abuse can be more difficult to recognize, as it often lacks observable signs. Some respondents said that police officers might focus on physical evidence, which could make it harder to find emotional abuse. The responses show that most people agree that more attention should be paid to recognizing psychological harm. The survey responses revealed several impediments to the reporting of child abuse. Many of the people who took part said that fear was a major reason why people were hesitant to report suspected abuse. In the open-ended responses, people often said they were worried about what might happen, whether the information was true, and how it might affect their relationships with family members. Some people said that victims or witnesses may not want to come forward because they feel ashamed or embarrassed. The findings indicate that although public awareness of child abuse is considerable, significant confusion persists concerning the efficacy of existing protecting measures. Participants’ apprehensions regarding fear, distrust, and uncertainty related to reporting protocols suggest that safeguarding relies not just on professional involvement but also on public faith in the established mechanisms. This is especially pertinent in instances of emotional abuse, where concrete evidence may be lacking, and external reporting has greater significance. The findings further support existing data indicating that the emotional abuse is one of the most overlooked forms of child maltreatment, despite its significant developmental repercussion (Ibrahim et al., 2018). The acknowledgment of these problems emphasizes the necessity of enhancing police training and public education to facilitate the earlier identification of emotional abuse. Furthermore, participants’ consistent emphasis on expanded inter-agency communication underlines broader safeguarding issues acknowledged in national child protection frameworks (HM Government, 2023). Effective child protection necessitates not only police engagement but also coordinated responses across school, health, and social care institutions. These findings indicate that although public trust in police intervention is present, protective measures might be enhanced by increased transparency, specialized training, and better communication with the public.
The poll results indicate that the public is aware of the critical nature of the police's involvement in the safety of children. But there is a clear need for improvements in training, communication between agencies, and public awareness campaigns. Participants consistently identified these areas as essential for improving responses to child abuse cases in the United Kingdom.  This supports trends observed in prior research, suggesting that although public trust in law enforcement exists, there is remaining suspicion about their efficacy in managing intricate abuse cases (Munro, 2011).

[bookmark: _Toc228897451][bookmark: _Toc228901390]4.8 Conclusion

This study used an online survey to examine how the public views police involvement in child abuse cases in the United Kingdom. The results show that most participants recognize the important role of police officers in handling abuse claims and protecting children. The study also shows that increasing recognition has been given to emotional abuse as a serious safety issue. Many participants said that emotional abuse is hard to spot, so authorities and professionals who work to protect people need to pay more attention to it. People may not report potential abuse because they are afraid, ashamed, or lack trust in authorities, among other things, the results show. These problems show how important it is to raise knowledge and make sure people feel safe enough to report safety problems.
Many people who answered the survey thought that police reactions could be better by teaching the public more about child protection issues, getting safety groups to work together more, and giving police officers more training. Many people agree that the police should help protect children, but studies clearly show that there are ways that these policies could be better carried out. Our first concern is making sure the safety and well-being of children who are at danger.

[bookmark: _Toc228897452][bookmark: _Toc228901391]Chapter 5 – The conclusion



[bookmark: _Toc228897453]
[bookmark: _Toc228901392]Conclusion 

This study evaluated public perceptions of police involvement in child abuse cases in the United Kingdom, focusing specifically on both physical and emotional abuse. The study utilised questionnaire-based quantitative research to investigate public perceptions of police efficacy, safeguarding obligations, impediments to reporting abuse, and broader issues in protecting vulnerable children. The findings offer significant insight into the correlation between public trust, safeguarding mechanisms, and the operational role of law enforcement in child safety. The research indicates that participants generally perceive police intervention as an essential element in protecting children from abuse. The majority of respondents concurred that police are crucial to investigating allegations, addressing immediate risks, and bolstering the broader child safety structure. This illustrates comprehensive safeguarding policies in the United Kingdom, wherein police forces function as essential collaborators in multi-agency child protection protocols alongside social agencies, healthcare entities, and educational establishments (HM Government, 2023). The public acknowledgement of this function indicates that the police continue to serve as a primary authority in safeguarding children from harm. Nonetheless, although public trust in police engagement was predominantly favourable, the uniformity and efficacy of police interventions, especially with emotional abuse and neglect, were not. Participants consistently. Noted that emotional abuse is more challenging to identify because of its frequently imperceptible characteristics. In contrast to physical abuse, which often leaves visible signs, emotional abuse typically reveals itself through behavioural alterations, psychological turmoil, or manipulative familial interactions that can be more challenging for both professionals and the public to recognise. This discovery corroborates prior studies that contend emotional abuse is frequently underreported, despite its potentially grave long-term developmental repercussions (Ibrahim et al., 2018). The research emphasised that obstacles to reporting abuse continue to pose a considerable safeguarding concern. Fear, shame, embarrassment, confusion, and distrust in authority were consistently recognized as significant factors deterring victims or witnesses from reporting suspected abuse. These findings correspond with prior data indicating that safeguarding systems rely not solely on professional involvement but also on community confidence in disclosing concerns (Radford et al., 2017). If the public is unsure about reporting protocols or doubts the efficacy of authorities’ responses, abuse may persist unaddressed for extended durations. Consequently, enhancing public trust is a critical safeguarding imperative. A significant subject arising from the research was the necessity of specialised police training. Participants consistently indicated that officers need enhanced awareness of emotional abuse symptoms, trauma-informed communication skills, and a deeper comprehension of safeguarding complexity. This statement is especially pertinent considering the growing acknowledgement of the need for early intervention. Early identification of emotional injury may significantly enhance the probability of averting long-term development impairment. Augmented police training would thus fortify safeguarding responses and enhance consistency in decision-making. The findings underscored the necessity of enhanced multi-agency collaboration with police-specific reforms. Participants acknowledged that child protection cannot depend exclusively on law enforcement but requires effective collaboration among social services, educational institutions, healthcare providers, and safeguarding systems that emphasise coordinated intervention tactics (HM Government, 2023). Enhanced communication and information exchange among agencies may augment the probability of earlier detection, more precise risk evaluation, and improved long-term results for children. Public education was recognized as a crucial element in enhancing safeguarding outcomes. Numerous respondents indicated that enhanced awareness campaigns, educational initiatives inside schools, and more transparent information about reporting mechanisms might bolster confidence in safety procedures. Educating communities about emotional abuse, reporting systems, and support services may facilitate stigma reduction and promote timely disclosure. Notwithstanding the significant findings produced by this investigation, limitations must be recognised. The sample size was limited, and the use of convenience sampling may diminish the generalisability of the findings to the wider UK population. 
Furthermore, public opinions may be shaped by personal experience, media portrayals, or societal attitudes rather than by professional safeguarding expertise. Nonetheless, the results offer significant insight into current public sentiments and underscore various practical domains for future enhancement of protecting measures. This research concludes that although police intervention is generally regarded as crucial for children's protection, the effectiveness of safeguarding can be significantly improved through enhanced professional training, increased public awareness, greater transparency in reporting systems, and strengthened multi-agency collaboration. Enhancing these aspects may augment both urgent child protection measures and the long-term developmental welfare of children subjected to physical and emotional abuse. Overall, protecting children necessitates a consistent social commitment wherein law enforcement, public institutions, and communities collaborate to break the silence surrounding abuse.
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Title: Child Abuse: Breaking the Silence
Research Question: What is the impact of police action in instances of physical and emotional child abuse on child growth and wellbeing?
The maltreatment of children is a significant global concern, encompassing both physical and emotional neglect, which is frequently concealed and unacknowledged. These forms of abuse inflict enduring psychological trauma; however, they are hard to identify and respond to as violence. The silence around emotional trauma necessitates further inquiry and the exposure of its biases. This study examined the responses of law enforcement and child protection professionals to such abuse, aiming to identify potential deficiencies and enhance protective mechanisms. This subject pertains not only to societal issues but also to educational ideals, since it aids in the safeguarding of children within the realms of psychology, social work, and criminal justice.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES:

AIM: Utilising data collected from an online survey, this study seeks to examine the impact of emotional violence and neglect on children's growth and development, as well as the role of police intervention in protecting these children.
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To investigate the impact of emotional abuse and neglect on children's mental health and development.
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This research will utilise existing studies, books, and reports about child abuse, emotional neglect, and law enforcement actions. This study will analyse the effects of abuse on children's mental health and development, together with the reactions of law enforcement and protective agencies.
This research will expand upon current studies and reports concerning child abuse, emotional neglect, and police intervention (Bryant and Bryant, 2021; NSPCC, 2023; HM Government, 2023). It will also reference statutory safeguarding frameworks (Home Office, 2022) and worldwide insights from UNICEF (2021) to enhance the knowledge of child protection systems.
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The research will utilise a quantitative technique by distributing an online questionnaire across social media platforms and personal networks. The aim is to gather a variety of public opinions and perspectives on police involvement in cases of physical and emotional child abuse, along with the effects of such intervention on child development and well-being. This method will enable the gathering of data from a wider demography and the recognition of prevailing trends and cultural views.
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Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research? Will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in each field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 

The research will use a non-probability convenience sample technique, distributing the questionnaire online through social media platforms and personal networks. Participants will consist of members of the public who have willingly opted to engage. This method is effective for collecting diverse perspectives and insights about police involvement in instances of physical and emotional child abuse, along with its impact on child growth and welfare.

	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system.

Bryant, B. and Bryant, R. (2021) Policing Child Protection. London: Routledge.
Horwath, J. (2013) Child Neglect: Identification and Assessment. London: Palgrave Macmillan.
Ibrahim, F. et al. (2018) ‘The psychological impact of childhood emotional maltreatment: A review’, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Mental Health, 12(1).
NSPCC (2023) Types of Abuse. Available at: https://www.nspcc.org.uk
Radford, L. et al. (2017) Child Abuse and Neglect in the UK Today. London: NSPCC.
Gilbert, R. et al. (2009) ‘Burden and consequences of child maltreatment in high-income countries’, The Lancet, 373(9657), pp. 68–81.
Home Office (2022) Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel: Annual Report 2022. Available at: https://www.gov.uk.
HM Government (2023) Working Together to Safeguard Children. London: Department for Education.
UNICEF (2021) Ending Violence Against Children: Six Strategies for Action. Available at: https://www.unicef.org.







[bookmark: _Toc228901395]Appendix B - Ethical Approval 

APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  
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SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
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	☒	NO
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	Date

	2
	If yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
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	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.
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	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
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	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
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	[List any other relevant documents here]
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	4
	Is your research externally funded?
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	NO
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	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
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	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES, then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
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	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
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	NO
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Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
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	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐
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· Proposed Research Question
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	3
	Purpose of Research Activity
The maltreatment of children is a significant global concern, encompassing both physical and emotional neglect, which frequently concealed and unacknowledged.   These forms of abuse inflict enduring psychological trauma; however, they are hard to identify and respond to violence.   The silence around emotional trauma necessitates further inquiry and the expose of its biases. This study examined the responses of law enforcement and child protection professionals to such abuse, aiming to identify potential deficiencies and enhance protective mechanisms. This subject pertains not only to societal issues but also to educational ideals, since it aids in the safeguarding of children within the realms of psychology, social work, and criminal justice. (this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Research Question

Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
What is the impact of police action in instances of physical and emotional child abuse on child growth and wellbeing.(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Aims of Research Activity
AIM: Utilising data collected from an online survey, this study seeks to examine the impact of emotional violence and neglect on children's growth and development, as well as the role of police intervention in protecting these children.

(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity

Goal:
To investigate the impact of emotional abuse and neglect on children's mental health and development.
To examine the police response to incidents of physical and emotional child abuse.
To discern prevalent patterns and societal opinions concerning police involvement in child abuse incidents.

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	The research will utilise a quantitative technique by distributing an online questionnaire across social media platforms and personal networks. The aim is to gather a variety of public opinions and perspectives on police involvement in cases of physical and emotional child abuse, along with the effects of such intervention on child development and well-being. This method will enable the gathering of data from a wider demography and the recognition of prevailing trends and cultural views.

(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	The research will be conducted online via the distribution of a digital survey over social media platforms and academic networks.

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research, then please state this.

	9
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☐

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☐

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☐

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☒
	☐

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☒
	☐

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☒
	☐

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☐

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)









SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☐

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☐

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☐

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☐

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☐

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☐

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☐

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☐

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☐

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☐

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☐

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☐

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☐

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☐

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☐

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☐

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☐

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☐

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☐

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☐

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☐

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☐

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☐

	
	Details of any other participant groups:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	
100

(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
Members of public 

(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	
Participants will be chosen by voluntary replies to an online questionnaire disseminated through social media platforms and academic networks. We won't gather any personal information, and all answers will be kept secret.

(this box should expand as you type)







	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks





	
	[bookmark: _Toc228897370][bookmark: _Toc228897455][bookmark: _Toc228897936][bookmark: _Toc228898179][bookmark: _Toc228898242][bookmark: _Toc228898684][bookmark: _Toc228900593][bookmark: _Toc228900876][bookmark: _Toc228901040][bookmark: _Toc228901396]
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	[bookmark: _Toc228897371][bookmark: _Toc228897456][bookmark: _Toc228897937][bookmark: _Toc228898180][bookmark: _Toc228898243][bookmark: _Toc228898685][bookmark: _Toc228900594][bookmark: _Toc228900877][bookmark: _Toc228901041][bookmark: _Toc228901397]1
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	[bookmark: _Toc228897375][bookmark: _Toc228897460][bookmark: _Toc228897941][bookmark: _Toc228898184][bookmark: _Toc228898247][bookmark: _Toc228898689][bookmark: _Toc228900598][bookmark: _Toc228900881][bookmark: _Toc228901045][bookmark: _Toc228901401]No
	☐

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants: Some participants may experience mild emotional discomfort when answering questions related to child abuse and neglect, as the topic can be sensitive.


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:
Before giving their permission, participants will be told what the study is about. If they don't want to answer a question, they can skip it, and they can quit the study at any time without giving a reason. At the end of the questionnaire, there will be links to child safety and mental health support groups for people who want to get more information or help.


(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	If participants reveal any potentially unlawful activities or circumstances endangering a child, they will be advised that the researcher may possess a legal and ethical obligation to report such matters to the relevant authorities. Participants will receive contact information for child safety services and support helplines.


(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:



(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available, please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	After finishing of the questionnaire, participants will get a brief debriefing note expressing gratitude for their participation and elucidating the study's objective. Contact information for pertinent support services will also be offered for anybody seeking further information or assistance about the issue.


(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	People who fill out the questionnaire will see an information sheet that tells them about the study's goal, their rights, and how the data will be used. To show they understand and agree to take part, they must tick a box and give their permission. Electronic records will show that consent was given.


(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	No personal information will be gathered, and all replies will be kept confidential. Data will be presented in aggregate form, ensuring that individual participants remain unidentifiable in any reports or publications.


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is personal data.
	☐
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	This study will not gather any personal data. The questionnaire will refrain from soliciting names, contact information, or other identifying particulars.


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	
No special category data will be collected.

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☐

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☐

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☐

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐
	☐

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☐

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☐

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	All data will be gathered via a secure internet platform and saved on a password-protected computer. Data will be anonymised prior to analysis. Access will be limited to the researcher and the academic supervisor. Data will be permanently erased 12 months following the project's conclusion.

(this box should expand as you type)



















	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☒
	☐

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☐

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☐

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☐

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☐

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☐

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☐

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☐

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	Data obtained via the online questionnaire will be securely maintained and only sent between the researcher and supervisor using university email accounts, in accordance with GDPR and the Data Protection Act (2018).


(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	
The principal researcher (student) and the academic supervisor.

(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	The principal researcher (Student) will act as the custodian of the data under the supervision of the academic supervisor.


(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	
Data will be saved on a password-protected personal computer and backed up on secure university cloud storage. The data will be preserved for 12 months following project completion and subsequently permanently erased. No data will be preserved.

(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so, please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	Not applicable- the data will not be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository.


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒



SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	Bianca Moldoveanu
	Date:
09.10.2025



For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☐
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above-named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☐
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.
You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your University and personal email accounts regularly.

	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.



This form is available electronically from the Academic Office web pages: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/appendices-and-forms/


















[bookmark: _Toc228901403]Appendix C – Questionnaire From

Question 1
What is your age group?
· 18-24
· 25-34
· 35-44
· 45-54
· 55+

Question 2
What is your gender? 
· Woman
· Man
· Prefer not to say 
· Other

Question 3
Do you have any safeguarding training or experience?
· Yes
· No



Question 4
Please indicate how much you agree with thew following statement: 
Many people may not be fully aware of the signs of emotional abuse in children.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree not disagree 
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
Question 5  
Please indicate how much you agree with the following statement:
Police involvement in emotional abuse cases often depends on professional judgement rather than clear evidence. 
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree 
· Disagree 
· Strongly disagree
Question 6
Please indicate how much you agree with the following statement:
I believe police officers feel confident recognising signs of emotional abuse in children.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

Question 7
Please indicate how much you agree with the following statement:
Cases involving emotional abuse are more likely to be handled mainly by social services rather than police.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree 
· Strongly disagree

Question 8
Please indicate how much you agree with the following statement:
The absence of visible injuries can make emotional abuse cases harder to prioritise.
· Strongly agree 
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

Question 9
 Please indicate how much you agree with the following statement:
Public uncertainty about what counts as emotional abuse affects decisions to contact the police.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

Question 10 
Please indicate how much you agree with the following statement:
Early police involvement can prevent emotional abuse  form escalating into more serious harm.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
Question 11
 Please indicate how much you agree with the following statement: 
Fear of family consequences may discourage people from reporting emotional abuse.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
Question 12
 Please Indicate how much you agree with the following statement:
Cooperation between police, schools and health services improves safeguarding responses. 
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor agree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

Section 2: Additional Comments(Optional)
Question 13
In your opinion, what could improve police responses to emotional abuse and child safeguarding in United Kingdom?
Entre your answer ________________________
Question 14
What factors do you think may discourage people from reporting concerns about emotional abuse?
Entry your answer ________________________
Question 15
Do you have any additional comments about police involvement in child protection cases?
Entry your answer _______________________









[bookmark: _Toc228901404]Appendix D – All Data Results

Question 1 
Age Range
	Age Group
	
	Number of Responses
	

	18-24
	
	9
	

	25-34
	
	23
	

	35-44
	
	8
	

	45-54
	
	12
	

	55+
	
	1
	



Question 2 
Gender            
	Gender
	
	Number of Responses
	

	Woman
	
	27
	

	Man
	
	25
	

	Prefer not to say
	
	1
	

	Other
	
	0
	



Question 3 
Do you have any safeguarding training or experience?

	Responses
	
	Number of Responses
	

	Yes
	
	17
	

	No
	
	36
	



Question 4 
 Many people may not be fully aware of the signs of emotional abuse in children.

	Response
	
	Number of Responses
	

	Strongly agree
	
	22
	

	Agree
	
	24
	

	Neither agree nor disagree
	
	6
	

	Disagree
	
	1
	

	Strongly disagree
	
	0
	



Question 5 
 Police involvement in emotional abuse cases other depends on professional judgement rather than clear evidence.
	Response
	
	Number of Responses
	

	Strongly agree
	
	10
	

	Agree
	
	29
	

	Neither agree nor disagree
	
	7
	

	Disagree
	
	6
	

	Strongly disagree
	
	1
	



Question 6 
I believe police officers feel confident recognising signs of emotional abuse in children.
	Response
	
	Number of Responses
	

	Strongly agree
	
	9
	

	Agree
	
	23
	

	Neither agree nor disagree
	
	18
	

	Disagree
	
	3
	

	Strongly disagree
	
	0
	





Question 7 
 Cases involving emotional abuse are more likely to be handled mainly by social services rather than police. 
	Response
	
	Number of Responses
	

	Strongly agree
	
	6
	

	Agree
	
	34
	

	Neither agree nor disagree
	
	9
	

	Disagree
	
	2
	

	Strongly disagree
	
	2
	



Question 8 
The absence of visible injuries can make emotional abuse cases harder to prioritise.
	Response
	
	Number of Responses
	

	Strongly agree
	
	18
	

	Agree
	
	26
	

	Neither agree nor disagree
	
	3
	

	Disagree
	
	6
	

	Strongly disagree
	
	0
	



Question 9 
 Public uncertainty about what counts as emotional abuse affects decision to contact the police.
	Response
	
	Number of Responses
	

	Strongly agree
	
	13
	

	Agree
	
	29
	

	Neither agree nor disagree
	
	6
	

	Disagree
	
	4
	

	Strongly disagree
	
	1
	





Question 10 
 Early police involvement can be preventing emotional abuse from escalating into more serious harm.
	Response
	
	Number of Responses
	

	Strongly agree
	
	19
	

	Agree
	
	23
	

	Neither agree nor disagree
	
	7
	

	Disagree
	
	2
	

	Strongly disagree
	
	2
	



Question 11 
Fear of family consequences may discourage people from reporting emotional abuse. 
	Responses
	
	Number of Responses
	

	Strongly agree
	
	20
	

	Agree
	
	24
	

	Neither agree nor disagree
	
	8
	

	disagree
	
	1
	

	Strongly disagree
	
	0
	



Question 12 
 Cooperation between police, schools and health services improves safeguarding responses. 
	Responses
	
	Number of Responses
	

	Strongly agree
	
	28
	

	Agree
	
	18
	

	Neither agree nor disagree
	
	6
	

	Disagree
	
	1
	

	Strongly disagree
	
	0
	





Question 13 
In your opinion, what could improve police responses to emotional abuse and child safeguarding in Unite Kingdom?
· Better training 
· Abuse previously 
· Abuse is invisible 
· Information shearing training  to the police
Question 14 
 What factors do you think may discourage people from reporting concerns about emotional abuse?
· Fear of other opinions 
· Emotional dependence
· Shame 
· Afraid from the people
· Fear of consequences
Question 15 
Do you have any additional comments about police involvement in child protection case?
· Care and empathy
· Involvement is important
· Early intervention 
· Sufficient training 
· More vigilant 
· Good cooperation
· Cooperation with other service
· Respond very promptly
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Question 1 
What is your age group?
[image: A white background with black dots

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Question 2 
What is your gender?
[image: A white background with black dots

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Question 3 
Do you have any safeguarding training or experience?
[image: A white background with black dots

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Question 4 
Many people may not be fully aware of the signs of emotional abuse in children.

[image: A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Question 5 
Police involvement in emotional abuse cases often depends on professional judgement rather than clear evidence.
[image: A screenshot of a white background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Question 6 
I believe police officers feel confident recognising signs of emotional abuse in children.

[image: A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Question 7 
Cases involving emotional abuse are more likely to be handled mainly by social service rather than police.

[image: A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Question 8
Early police involvement can prevent emotional abuse form escalating into more serious harm. 

[image: A close-up of a screen

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Question 9 
Cooperation between police, schools and health services improves safeguarding responses. 
[image: A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Question 10 
In your opinion, what could improve police responses to emotional abuse and child safeguarding in United  Kingdom?
[image: A close-up of a question

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Question 11
Do you have any additional comments about police involvement in child protection cases?
[image: A close-up of a question

AI-generated content may be incorrect.] 
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