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How affective is VLE for students?
1.0 Introduction:
In this research report I will be looking at whether Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is an effective way for student to study, I will be carrying out my own research to see how the student in my class see VLE as well as looking at secondary research that have been carried out by other individuals.  VLE stands for Virtual Learning Environment this is a place where teachers can interact with their students online, there are two most used examples of VLE are Moodle and Blackboard in this case I will be concentrating on Moodle (Gallacher, 2015). The reason I would like to carry out this research is too see how many people actually do independent study at home as well as if it is beneficial for them to do via online lectures as normal lectures can’t take place due to the covid-19 pandemic. 
2.0 Background:
Students all around the world have a different way of learning and some are more affective than others some may say that learning in a classroom with other students and a teacher is much more effective than looking for answer on the internet intentionally teaching themselves off of the internet. When it comes to the world constantly adapting to the new technology almost everything can be done through online in today era, this goes from virtual interviews, meetings, consultation with doctors and virtual learning. Due to the technology advancing so much is no wonder that the education has been involved with it.
As this report is concentrating on Moodle, I will be looking at the advantages as well as disadvantages, this will help me to compare my results conducted from my research.
Moodle has a lot to offer not only for students but teachers as well the students get a place where they can access different materials that they can use for their studies, the fact that Moodle can be used as a reference itself for assignments for students is college or university it makes the research shorter as well as allowing more time to concentrate on their assignment (Paddick, 2015).
Furthermore, teachers can always add new documents that can help students with studies, this can be done in minutes and can be accessed as soon as it has been published. This saves teachers the time to send a document individually to all the students in the class, this can also avoid confusion between the students as sometimes the student can get mixed between the paperwork given to them for different modules or assignments (Nozawa,2011).
The second advantage of Moodle is that students have a secure place to find work that they might of missed out on the fact that some individuals are full-time employees meaning they have to look after their income as well resulting in sacrificing education time. Moodle allows people like this to catch up on work as well as keep balance between education and personal life.
To everything there are advantages but there must be some disadvantages as well. The disadvantage of virtual learning and using Moodle for independent learning is that there are pupils that have different level of literature. This will result in some individuals not being able to fully understand the meaning of some sentences and will require some guidance from teacher. This can also lead to the individual being less motivated due to the lack of human interaction (Michael,2013).
Another disadvantage is that the individuals will have many questions about the work, this will result in the individual asking for help from their teacher these requests for guidance from the teacher can be overwhelming and cause the teacher to waste time for responses. By the student waiting for reply the work and tasks are being delayed resulting in more time being wasted for studying and completing assignments.
3.0 Aims and objective:
My aim with this research is to see whether the student in y class prefer virtual learning or classroom learning instead, this will also allow me to see whether the student prefer to work alone or with other students in a classroom. This will help me to understand how people find model and how useful it is to others; some may use it more than others as well as prefer it overlooking for their own sources for assignments.
4.0 Method:
The method is quite simple I gave a simple questionnaire about Moodle and gave it out to students in my class and with the information that I gathered I was be able to see the different perspective different individuals have on Moodle and virtual learning itself. 
5.0 Limitation:
A huge disadvantage I had during the handout of the questionnaires is that it has been given out during a bad covid-19 pandemic which is forcing people to stay indoors. This may not seem as a disadvantage to getting answer for a 2 minute questionnaire however, everyone has their own problems to worry about and for me add more for just a questionnaire is not right, this resulted in me getting fewer results than expected.
6.0 Results:
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7.0 Discussion:
Since I have only managed to get 8 responses from my questionnaire does limit me to making some statements.
Starting off with figure one as shown above the results show that 6 out of the 8 people that have answered use Moodle once or twice a week showing 75% of the students don’t seem to have much engagement with Moodle during their studies. This follows up with figure two which strangely shows that even though not many people use it often it is quite easy for people operate it, which is a good thing as it allows the students more time to concentrate on the writing of the assignment rather than searching for information.
Figure 3 shows that 62.50% of the 8 students believe it is useful which again is a positive showing that it does help individuals with their studies however, 50% of the individuals find that the links provided on Moodle as somewhat useful showing that the videos and other hyperlinks have a small effect on their understanding of the topics as shown in figure 4.
With figure 5 showing that 75% of the student believe that Moodle encourages independent learning shows that it does play a significant role for students with figure 6 backing it up with showing that it is the first place individuals look at when researching for information which yet again shows a positive effect. Furthermore, this statement is backed up as students believe it is so good that they would recommend it to other students, this can be due to the fact that information can be found easily as well as assignments being uploaded is found easily for individuals this is supported with figure 8 and 10.
Figure 9 is the one that stands out the most out of them all as it portrays signs of missing elements of Moodle, regardless of the site having positive feedback with its easy to operate system as well as its usefulness it does seem to lac in some areas as 7 out of the 8 individuals believe it can still be improved. This can be due to the links being somewhat useful to students as represented in previous figures as well as the amount of usage on different devices as figure 7 shows that people prefer to access Moodle via laptop or pcs, this itself can be seen as a slight flaw as it may be less useful and less easy to operate on a tablet or a smartphone which are signs of it being improved.
8.0 Conclusion:
Overall my conclusion from my research on Moodle and VLE(Virtual Learning Environment) is that people are somewhat encouraged to work independently as well as use Moodle to help them with their  work but to a extent as not every student likes to work alone and rely on information found online, some may find it easier to understand and get work done in a classroom with human interaction.
9.0 Appendix:
For me to carry out my questionnaire I have decided to use survey money website, this has helped me to create my questionnaire that I then sent out to my class for them to complete it. I will be listing the link to the questionnaire below.
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/N78DXBC
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