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MODULE CODE: SICH6013

TITLE: Chinese Textual Studies of Daoism: Laozi’s “Daodejing” {:g 1%
4w

DATED: 321/07/2019

LEVEL: 6

CREDITS: 30

JACS CODE: T100

AIM(S)

° Explore with students Laozi’s scripture of “Daodejing”, its spirit of “inaction” and
“humility” and its underpinning message of creating world peace.

° Explore the philosophical ideas and concepts contained in the Laozi’s scripture of
“Daodejing” and reflect on its acceptance by both ancient and modern societies.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the
ability to:

o critically engage with the Laozi’'s “Daodejing” (if € %) and particularly its ideology
of “Heaven and Earth came from the same root as |, and all beings and | are one life
entity.”;

o show knowledge and understanding of a range of commentaries and other reflections
upon a range of Laozi's “Daodejing” i 4.5 ) ;

° show knowledge and understanding of Zhuangzi’s ideology from different historical,
cultural and philosophical / ethical perspectives;

. reflect upon the values contained within the Laozi's “Daodejing” ( i 1% %5 )
especially with a focus on the concept of “No Contention”.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

This module will focus on learning from the original texts of the Laozi’s “Daodejing” (g 4t
&) , the classical analects and the related commentaries. In addition, it will cover learning
the general philosophical, religious and social background of various reference texts and
commentaries of the Laozi’'s “Daodejing” (i 1% %) and their impact on the ancient and
modern societies.

The module will focus in particular upon the following:

. the origins and the various schools branching out from the Laozi’s “Daodejing” (i
# %) such as the ideology of “Zhuangzi” ( &+ ) .

. the ideology of the Laozi’s “Daodejing” (g 1&.%) , as well as one the central concept
of “The great path of nature is to nurture all beings without interfering in order to allow
all beings to suit their own needs. This will bring all beings back to peace and
harmony without contention.”

. Comparison of the various commentaries on the original texts of the Laozi’s
“Daodejing” (g AL5) .

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices. Presentations
and seminars will introduce practical examples which will be used to support the application,



discussion, and critical evaluation of techniques learned. Case studies will also be used to
develop understanding and application of the techniques.

Guided independent study allows students to further their independent learning skills with
appropriate support provided by the module tutor(s) (e.g. preparation for lectures and
seminars, follow-up work, background reading, revision, completion of assessment tasks).

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

Activity type Hours Percentage

Scheduled learning 60 20%

Independent learning 240 80%

Placement learning

TOTAL 300 100%
ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 — 20% Presentation 15 minutes in CHI

Exemplar
Students should learn to explain the texts of the Laozi's “Daodejing” (g 1€ %) and describe

the cultural, academic and social aspects of the texts.

Assessment Component 2 — 80% Extended essay/ dissertation (7000 words) ENG or
CHI (reverse of SICH6012)

Exemplar
Students should critically reflect upon the concept of “No Contention” described in the

Laozi’s “Daodejing” (if 4%.%5) and comment on such philosophy as a way of life.

Assessment Summary

Activity type Percentage
Written exam

Coursework 80%
Practical 20%
TOTAL 100%

EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

Yes

Ne

Although primarily concerned with translation skills, the module relates to issues of
sustainability in terms of the awareness of ‘ancient wisdom’ and its possible applications
not only historically but to current situations.

Does the module contribute to ESD?
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