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                       [footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Strand, E. and Nosch, M., 2015. Tools, Textiles and Contexts: Investigating Textile Production in the Aegean and eastern Mediterranean Bronze Age, (Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2015).] 
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1. Introduction 
My interest in historical textiles drew me to this book which enlightens on a crucial aspect of Bronze Age Aegean and Eastern Mediterranean society. This recent collaboration, between textile specialists and archaeologists, informs on ancient textile production methods, data sets and experimental archaeology.   
This is a large Quarto size book which provides the newcomer to Bronze Age studies with an invaluable read and I will use the two-page Contents guide to framework for my review and attempt to adhere to the physical and cultural methodologies provided.
2. Introduction to Tools, Textiles and Contexts by Eva Andersson Strand
Strand writes with passion on her inspiration to study and later produce this tome on tools and textile-production: She alures us to read on this ‘important and fascinating’ subject to acquire ‘new insights and perspectives’ on the artisans and fabrics, techniques and processes, associated with the subject area and encourages the of use experimental archaeology to discover the exact ‘function of the tools’ of Bronze Age textile-workers.[footnoteRef:2]  Strand states the need for new data to have maximise opportunities for reuse and comparison through formatting data on standardised report sheets, like those Strand and Anne Batzer created twenty-years ago. Strand powerful introduction provides a map showing locations relating to the chapters and archaeological finds in this study.   [2:  Tools, Textiles and Contexts. P.p. x-xi] 
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3. Chapter 1 - Research History 
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1.1 Lorenz Rahmstorf provides textile production and artefact evidence research data from wide geographical areas and contrasts this ‘pool of knowledge’ to the Bronze Age Aegean and Eastern Mediterranean.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Tools, Textiles and Contexts. P. 1.] 



1.2 Rahmstorf shows textiles importance in investigating status, climate, and work practices. 


1.3 Greek Social Scholar, Brendan Burke, contextualised how weaving predates other craft industries by ‘thousands of  
    years’.[footnoteRef:5]                        [5:  Ed. Cline, E., 2012. The Oxford Handbook of The Bronze Age Aegean, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012). P. 430.] 


[footnoteRef:6]   [6:  Tools, Textiles and Contexts. P. 8.] 
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1.4  Linda Olofsson advises on growing interest in experimental archaeology for textile reconstruction with a photograph of a garment reconstructed in Denmark, in 1940, using copies of tools and original textiles finds. Olofsson believes knowledge, gained worldwide, can assist in recreating authentic Aegean and Mediterranean area reconstructions if the process from tools to textiles to garments is one continual methodological approach which copies Bronze Age practises. 

[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Tools, Textiles and Contexts. P. 27.] 
















Chapter 2 – Strand, Basics of textile tools and the textile technology, from fibre to fabric.
Strand states protection from the sun and weather was important for all in Bronze Age society which created increased uses, demand, and value of textiles. Like Olofsson, Strand wants Experimental Archaeologists to authentically replicate the traditional multi-stage processes of textile production and her illustrates this show the regional, time-difference, methods and materials of production. 
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Chapter 3 - Irene Skals, Susan Moller-Wiering and Marie-Louise Nosch, 
This unillustrated chapter reports the need for ‘improved excavation methods’ to preserve textile-finds and contrasts Bronze Age to Neolithic and Chalcolithic textiles and tools.[footnoteRef:9] The authors state, formerly, different methods of reporting prevent direct comparisons and suggest, in future, the use of standardised short report forms to avoid easily misconstrued ‘long descriptive explanations’. [footnoteRef:10]  [9:  Tools, Textiles and Contexts. P. 61.]  [10:  Tools, Textiles and Contexts. P. 67.] 


Chapter 4 – The TTTC experiments, Tools and Textiles, Texts and Contexts
The authors provide photographs and descriptions of Bronze Age textile-samples and experimental-reconstructions from samples of fragile and charred fabric remnants, also imprints, from clay pots or soil, to demonstrate the high-level of skills of Bronze Age textile-producers and show reconstructed-textiles from finds of the Bronze Age Aegean and Eastern Mediterranean.
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Chapter 5 – The TTTC database.
This details technical and mathematical data, lists ancient tools for replication, provides archaeological context for reconstruction of textiles and relates thread width to yarn, thread counts per centimetre and finished weight of textile-products to aid authentic experimental reproductions. 
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Chapter 6 - Textile tools in Contexts.
This chapter specifies tools and textiles by region to reveal the minutiae of textile-production by time, tools, yarn type, site plans and evidence from production-buildings contrasting, occasional to continuous, textile-workers activity and revealing Bronze Age textile-industry life as  shown in this photograph of loom-weights excavated from a textile-workers home.
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Chapter 7 Eva Andersson Strand and Marie-Nosch, 
Summary of results and conclusion.
This recaps on aspects of textile production and encourages others to ‘take up the thread’, to ‘continue the exploration’ and to ask ‘new questions’ based on the archaeological ‘methodological foundations’ which the editors and authors have laid down for them. [footnoteRef:14] [14:  Tools, Textiles and Contexts. P. 379] 


Appendices 
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Finally, this Appendices presents practical datasheets covering eleven pages, nineteen countries and three-thousand years, of the Bronze Age, and for the authors, to have constructed such a document, this is a feat in itself. 

4. My conclusion
There is much there is to learn from this book which somewhat controversially disputes the ‘all importance’ of archaeological fabric related finds as being the only way to shed light on Bronze Age textiles. The authors show how tools-finds supplement our knowledge and provide an authentic route to reconstructive textile-production and technology usage.[footnoteRef:16]  [16:  Ed. Pfalzner, E. and Al-Maqdissi, E., 2022. Qatna and the Networks of Bronze Age Globalism. Wiesbaden, Germany: Otto Harrassowitz GmbH & Co, pp.323-326.] 

This book reviews discoveries, theories and information from the recommended primary sources and reviews explicitly alternative and relevant archaeological and anthropological evidence to deliver extensive theories and further engage with the specific Appendices dataset.
The book contextualises theories, and compares and evaluates the entangled and interestingly interrelated sources of this module with objects from one country found in another, as per the system of gifting and the migratory movement of workers.[footnoteRef:17] Limited word count prohibits contrasting other related academic works, objects or inclusion of data from Museums to explain the significance of the archaeological finds and reconstructions but this book is a thoroughly beneficial and enjoyable educational read.     [17:   Knapp, A., 1993. Thalassocracies in the Bronze Age Eastern Mediterranean Trade: Making and Breaking the Myth. World Archaeology, 24(3), pp.1-342.
Colburn, C., 2008. Exotica and the Early Minoan Elite: Eastern Imports in Prepalatial Crete. American Journal of Archaeology, 112(2), pp.203-220.
Steel, L., 2013. Materiality and Consumption in the Bronze Age Mediterranean. (Abingdon: Routledge, 2017), P.122-127.
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Loom weight showing the groove into
which yarn would have been wound.
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Reconstructed copy from 1940, of the
Egtved garment made by Margrethe Hald
photo: Broholm and Hald 1940, 154).
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lllustration a. Shows a loom with fabric being woven
and the use of the tools, the weavers frame

and loom weight

lllustration b. Shows loom weights attached to threads

of yarn and the way that separtion in achieved to make
weaving easier because the threads are tensioned and
weighted on the weft threads, which run top to bottom
on the loom, and due to the separation of the weighted
threads the weaving of the warp threads, from left to
right, is much easier and faster as there is no need to pick
through the vertical threads because they are alread
separated
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Examples of experimentally reconstructed fabrics which may have been used for clothing, the application of embroidery or embellishment and nets for fishermen
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A photo taken by archaeologist, E. Hallger,
in 1982 in Khania, Crete.

This photograh shows loom weights
found on the floor of a house.

To the left of the image there is a dark
carbonised shadow which may be the
remains of the loom on which the
loom weights were hung during the
process of producing textiles.
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An extract from the beginning of the Appendices to Tools, Textiles and Contexts.





image1.png
Janet White - Student number — 1801306 February 2022
Module — Entanglements : Exploring Interactions between the Aegean and the Near East

Module - HPA6010





image2.png
Tools, Textiles and Contexts:
Investigating Textile Production in the Aegean and
Eastern Mediterranean Bronze Age.

Editors: Eva Andersson Strand, Marie-Louise Nash.





