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A reflective report of 1500 words. This should be written in the first person and offer personal opinions on one or more topics covered in the module.
















This assignment will reflect on the topic of the prisons crisis within the UK it will cover my opinions on the way the Government has approached the crisis, what I have leaned whilst researching the topic and my opinion on what approaches the government my be able to take as well as recommendations.
The prisons crisis has been a pressing concern of many and the one of the reasons for the crisis is as many other areas of the public services is the reduction in the main of funding and the increase in workload. This can be seen in many areas within the public services where many innovations have come from the reduction on the service making them more effect however the prison service has shown a sharp increase in self-harm incidents and death that has recently spiked. Currently the highest recorded according to the Ministry of Justice (2020) figures have been related for 2019 that were at 61,461 incident of self-harm which is 742 incidents per 1,000 an increase of more than 16 from the previous year. The number of deaths was around 3600 whilst there was not the same sudden increase as the self-harm incidents it has increased a large amount.
When this information was released the governments, approach was the increase in the number of spaces available within prisons currently there is a program called the Prison Estates Transformation Programme. According to the National Audit Office (2020) this programme seeks to increase the number of spaces available within England Wales to 10,000. They seek to achieve this through not building more building but through the restoration and repairing. The program was implemented due to a report in 2015 that brought concerns of the continued decrease in the living conditions within the prisons and there had been changes to the way the prison services maintained their prisons and that resulted in the program. 
The report brought concerns on the living conditions of the prisoners as stated by the National Audit Office (2020) and they beloved they needed to be improved for a safe, secure and decent prison estate. One of the concerns was the right living condition for the right prisoner due to the high numbers of prisoner it was found that it was difficult to place prisoners in location that was most appropriate for them and could not meet their needs. The 10,000 new places brought through the repairing of old and ineffective areas as the old places are ineffective, negatively affect the delivery of service and the outsourcing of prisons facility management had not met the standards. 
One reason that there is an increase in the amount of self-harm cases and death may be related to prisoner not revving the correct level of care from the prison such as not been placed in a suitable area. This could crase unneeded stress on the prisoners that may have underlined health conditions that may be agitated by such conditions. the report continues as stated by the National Audit Office (2020) Her Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service have been progressing in their efforts in understanding and improving the conditions of the prisoners within the prisons. They have also begun to align their objectives with available resources becoming more effete and effective. However, there are still concerns of the amount of resources available to them as not only the Prison Estates Transformation Programme need resources including funding, manpower and time but also the current concerns of the large number of workloads the staff have. In my opinion there still is not enough resources available as the figures above showed there is still a lot of death and the great spike that was shown for the number of self-harms does not show that the increase in the spaces has had a great effect. Other Ares such as rehabilitation and other services receiving resources may have a greater effect. 
There are problems for not only the prisoner but also the staff which in y opinion is easily overlooked and should not as they are the one that delver the service if they are not performing to standard it can have a massive effect. This effect is not only physical but also mental as the workplace would feel stressful simply being there even if no problems have recently happened. The Penal Reform International (2020) have brought forward the number involved in the overcrowding of prisons these include a negative effect on the health care available, possible increase in the gang activity, a possible increase in the mental health problems of prisoners, violence, spreading of disease and high level of stress amount the staff. The overcrowding can lead to the reduction in the amount of resoles available for everyone and some people may have long periods of time being boarded which can have a negative effect on their mental heath make them irritable as Clements (1982) states. Clements (1982) brings in my opinion good areas to think about he states that the reduction in resources leads to areas such as social support lacking which leads to the process of the prisoner reforming and moving for their release becoming slowed. 
The point brought by Clements might be linked to the high levels of reoffending in my opinion. The lack of support within prisons especially with areas such as rehabilitation services lacking resources has had a big effect on the levels of reoffending. Many have brought forward proposals for the high levels of reoffending one reason for the concerns according to Parliament (2019) is the amount of money reoffender cost the prison system it is around £15 billion a year and if this money, if saved, could assist one of the current concerns of the lack of funding the prison service rescues. This area has become more discussed and has become an are to focus on as the amount of savings is a grate amount. The abolishment of the enticing 6 months or less is one method that has been stated to be a passive method and there is furthered discussion on the abolement on sentences 12 month or less. In my opinion the abolishment of 6 months dose sound plausible and could be a positive. However, the abolishment of 12 months sentencing or less might have a negative effect as other sera would need to pick up the areas that have been assisted by the abolishment.
There are other ways to according to Wooldredge and Gordon (1997) than a custodial sentence as the aim of the custodial sentence is to punish the offender and reform them to re-join society. Other methods could have a positive effect on the prison system in reliving the stress on the prisons however there might no be enough funding. One such method is community’s ligament and meeting such as restorative justice where the induvial involved and other 3rd party members close to the individual can discus and possibly move forwards from the incident. However, this cost money and it takes both parties to agree with the meeting which could be difficult to achieve. But in my opinion this approach is a good start as it is better than having the offender sit bored in a prisons with the possibility of self-harm or death and this would help reduce the workload of staff and the effects that such incidents can have on not only the mental health of the prisoner but also the staff.
In my opinion there need to be an increase in funding at the start as many of the areas such as the saving possible from reoffending and the alternative methods for custodial sentences are projected to save money in the long term and not in the short it will likely cost a great amount in my opinion. Despite the committed problems and overcrowding of the prisons thy have continued to receive less funding every year which dose not help the current situation and this needs to change because without resources it would be difficult to bring the change that need to be done and the less resources available means it would take more time and more people such as the prisoners and staff working will have to shoulder it.
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