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While deciding on a layout for my gallery, I wanted to bring the reality of social media to the room. I would use one side of the walls with the images of the effects of social media but use the other side of the wall will have images that the user has been blocked from this profile. I like the random use of the walls as you can see one of the powerful images but at the corner of your eye you might see the wall where is says that’s your blocked from this page.
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By using this we see how easy it is to block people from seeing your profile or what goes on while we use these platforms as you see with the peace’s I’ve used throughout my gallery. We use these platforms to share images and look at other people memories or activities by not being able to see someone’s profile makes you question, why cant I see these or why am I not good enough to see his/hers profile, the images ive used brings the events that happen online into reality which makes everyone question their actions. 
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By making that only one of side of the wall is useful, it shows that sometimes we get the see some of the important things and sometimes we don’t. this gallery shows us that we can not depend on these platforms like we do. 



Social media is one of the biggest influences, in everyone’s lives. The art work that I have used throughout my gallery shows the reality of social media. Social media has changed everyone’s life one way or another, lets not forget there is a positive to these platforms. The five peace’s of art I’ve chosen for my gallery represent the reality of social media which everyone is blinded by. 

[image: Image result for art inspired by social media]

	











The first peace has a perfect message of how the younger generation have been brought up in a time where, your happiness depends on your social status. As shown in the photo, the representation of how people would act if they were in this situation. As everything in this day and age is passed through social media and everyone gets judge on how many friends they have on ‘facebook’ or how many followers they have on ‘Instagram’. Everyone is oblivious to this until it is put in this prospective, the picture makes you think much deeper into these effects, and makes you question your actions and your beliefs. 
	“An open Facebook page is simply a psychiatric dry erase board that screams, “Look at me. I am insecure. I need your reaction to what I am doing, but you’re not cool enough to be my friend. Therefore, I will just pray you see this because the approval of God is not all I need.”
Shannon L. Alder   this quote strengthens my point as it says “you’re not cool enough to be my friend” this goes back to the social status, everyone feels so powerful behind these blinding screens. Children are brought up in this environment, and shown that social media is the way forward. This photo is important as it shows that no body will could be happy without knowing everyone is fallowing there social media. 
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The second peace represents the reality that nobody realises. Everyone feels as if they block someone they are deleted form their lives. Again by using children in these images it’s a lot more powerful as they’ve been brought up in this social media environment, they have not been able to see life without social media. As a 19 year old growing up without these platforms, seeing these affects and the reality of these platforms makes it harder. As we all live life around our mobile phones sharing and passing away information with the whole world. “It amazes me that we are all on Twitter and Facebook. By "we" I mean adults. We're adults, right? But emotionally we're a culture of seven-year-olds. Have you ever had that moment when are you updating your status and you realize that every status update is just a variation on a single request: "Would someone please acknowledge me?”  Marc Maron. "Would someone please acknowledge me?”,  this section of this quote is reality, form the young boy with his face blocked out is looking to be acknowledged. Social media makes everyone want to be acknowledged, which in reality just because one person is not interested or bothered does it really matter. People care so much on their social status and think more about their social status than the reality of life.  
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This peace shows the up bringing of children while his parents are capturing memories their son is oblivious to everything but his phone. While looking at this peace you see the parents smiling while watching her son be deeply amused not by their company but by what is going on through the screen of his mobile phone. The only memory that’ll be captured from this image is their son being oblivious to his whole suroundings. “Pay attention to humans, not to your phone.” ― Abhijit Naskar, this quote is perfect for this image as it links perfectly, people have their eyes on their mobile phones rather than interacting with with others.
	I chose this image as it has so many different meanings, and links into the message I’m trying to pass onto others. By seeing these images it lists all the things that we do not realise we do in our day to day life.
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[image: Social Network Solidarity ]The image above is not for only ‘facebook’ or social media platforms, its also a representative for mobile phones. As shown in the image the use of a weight holding the runner back is representing the hold and captivity that social media has on everyone’s life. “People who smile while they are alone used to be called insane, until we invented smartphones and social media.” ― Mokokoma Mokhonoana. This quote which is saying people look into their smart phones for happiness, one video or photo is now used to create peoples happiness. People depend on these platforms to give them this happiness they are thriving to achieve, the fact that the man with the gun is represented as a social media platform is powerful as it shows that they are the ones that are in control. Everyone will admit that they would be lost without there mobile phone. We are so blind to the effect that these platforms are having on our lives, they are what people are depending on to get the happiness they want and need, they look for happiness through these platforms instead of interacting with other people without going through their mobile phones. 











The last peace I have chosen for my gallery is the most powerful, as it is showing the reality of what we are doing online. People use these platforms not only to share their memories but to be liked by other people, as shown in this image of this boy suffering as someone is liking  post online. People ignore and hide the fact that it’ll make them feel down and not liked by anyone if they do not receive the normal amount of likes they normal get on a photo or post on these platforms. This image is powerful as the reality of this is happening everyday while people post and ignore others it has affect on their lives and choose to ignore the fact that this is what we are making ourselves feel as we do not get the reaction we want by making a post online.
	“People who smile while they are alone used to be called insane, until we invented smartphones and social media.” ― Mokokoma Mokhonoana. This quote fits this image well as people only feel accepted or liked if they get these likes or reactions online which is wrong, we all depend on these platforms to feel liked or wanted. We do not interact with people as we used to. 

	



Conclusion
The message I want to give while doing this gallery is that we all depend on these platforms as a form of acceptance to day to day life, we can’t keep blinding ourselves by hiding behind our phone screens. In reality we have lost all sense of communication with others, talking through these platforms or giving someone hate or love does not make someone a better or less of a person weather they have one million fallowers or one hundred fallowers, does not make you a nicer or loved. Judge people on their personality not their social status. 
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“An open Facebook page is simply a psychiatric dry erase board that screams, “Look at me. I am insecure. I need your reaction to what I am doing, but you’re not cool enough to be my friend. Therefore, I will just pray you see this because the approval of God is not all I need.”
 Shannon L. Alder  https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/tag/social-media

“It amazes me that we are all on Twitter and Facebook. By "we" I mean adults. We're adults, right? But emotionally we're a culture of seven-year-olds. Have you ever had that moment when are you updating your status and you realize that every status update is just a variation on a single request: "Would someone please acknowledge me?”  Marc Maron,  https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/tag/social-media 

“People who smile while they are alone used to be called insane, until we invented smartphones and social media.” 
― Mokokoma Mokhonoana https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/tag/social-media 

“Pay attention to humans, not to your phone.” 
― Abhijit Naskar https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/tag/social-media
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