GLOSSARY OF KINSHIP TERMS
(Compiled by Dr Mary Patterson, University of Melbourne)


N.B YOU MAY ALSO WISH TO REFER TO: 
www.as.ua.edu/ant/Faculty/murphy/436/kinship.htm


KINSHIP: A relationship traced through parents or children based on ideas about the kinds of connection that link human beings in the process of reproduction, however this might be locally understood. Persons tracing such a relationship or assuming that such a relationship exists regard each other as kin. In the very recent past as a result of the identification of DNA and technological advances in the biological sciences, kinship can be demonstrated by scientific means. Such considerations are outside of kin reckoning in most societies, though becoming increasingly important in industrialised countries.


COGNATES: Are kin both agnatic and uterine (see below).


AGNATES: Are kin traced only through male links; agnates can be female as well as male. My FZ is my agnate but her children are not. If I am female my brother and his children are my agnates but my own children are not. 


UTERINE KIN: Are kin traced through female links only; uterine kin can be male as well as female. My MB is my uterine kinsman but his children are not. 


KINDRED: A set of cognates of an individual recognized for social purposes. A kindred is always ego-centric and reckoned bilaterally i.e. it is made up of people related to a particular individual through both male and female links. No two people, except full siblings have identical kindreds and any two peoples kindreds, except those of full siblings will overlap. 


STOCK: Stocks consist of all the descendants of a man and a woman counting through females as well as males. Like kindreds, stocks overlap, but they are ancestor-centered and not ego-centered.


SIBLING: Children of the same two parents are full-siblings. If they share only one parent they are half-siblings and if they are the children of different parents who are now married they are step-siblings.


PARALLEL COUSINS: Are children of siblings of the same sex, i.e. of two brothers or two sisters. (Also known as ‘ortho cousins’).


CROSS COUSINS: Are the children of siblings of the opposite sex, i.e. of a brother and sister.


CORPORATE: A group may be spoken of as corporate when it possesses any one of a certain number of characters: if its members come together to carry out some collective action, e.g. the performance of rites; if it has a chief or a council who are regarded as acting as the representatives of the group as a whole; if it possesses or controls property which is collective.


EXOGAMY: A rule by which a person is prohibited from taking a spouse within his or her own specified kin group. The term exogamy is also used loosely when there is a practice of marrying outside one’s own group but no specific rule enjoining this.


ENDOGAMY: A rule by which a person is enjoined or expected to marry within his or her own specified kin group however designated. 


INCEST: Refers to sexual intercourse between individuals related in specified prohibited degrees of kinship. The prohibitions vary from society to society but minimally include parent-child and siblings. Within the same society marriage and incest prohibitions do not necessarily coincide; thus sexual relations may be tolerated between kin who are forbidden to marry. Incest prohibitions should not be confused with the regulation of marriage. There are notable cases in which the marriage and therefore incest, of siblings is approved or even enjoined; these are usually members of royal families, such unions being banned for commoners.


FILIATION: Refers to the socially recognised links between a parent and child; hence matrifiliation, the socially recognised links between mother and child, and patrifiliation, the socially recognised links between father and child. Complementary filiation is used by some anthropologists to refer to the links that are recognised with relatives of the parent through whom unilineal descent is not traced (i.e. with the father’s people in a matrilineal system and the mother’s in a patrilineal one).


DESCENT: Denotes a socially recognised tie between an individual and an ancestor and/or a descendant. If descent is traced exclusively through male or female links only, it is referred to as unilineal descent - patrilineal, if connection through male links only is recognised or matrilineal, if connection through female links only is recognised. For some anthropologists descent is only used for unilineal descent and refers to a method of recruitment to unilineal descent groups that is automatically ascribed at birth. Where descent is traced through both males and females it is called non-unilineal or cognatic descent. Where descent is traced unilineally, and there are unilineal descent groups (i.e. groups to which members are recruited either actually or in theory according to their unilineal descent from a common ancestor) there is no ambiguity in group boundaries. However, where descent is traced cognatically, although descent criteria are used as a basis for the formation of groups, these groups cannot be closed by descent criteria alone. Active participation and co-residence are often the important criteria that determine whether membership in a cognatic descent group is recognised or not. A descent group is a kin group in which descent is a necessary criterion for recruitment. Terms used to describe descent groups include clan, sub-clan, lineage moiety, phratry (see below)


CLAN: As used by British, Australian and some American anthropologists clan refers to a unilineal descent group whose members claim descent from a common ancestor but who usually cannot trace that descent genealogically (i.e. they do not know all the connecting links between themselves and the ancestor). In this usage a clan is always a unilineal descent group that is exogamous. The word sib is used by some American anthropologists as an alternative to clan, and some Americans, to the dismay of their British and British trained colleagues, also use clan to refer to cognatic descent groups which are not usually exogamous.


LINEAGE: A lineage is a sub-group of a clan in which the members tend to know the exact links between them.


MOIETY: Is the division of society into halves, to one of which, every member of society must belong. Each division is referred to as a moiety. 


DUAL ORGANIZATION: Dual Organization is a more general term for the organization of society into two groups, to one of which every member of the society must belong. Recruitment may be on the basis of descent, residence, allocation by a constituted authority, or (rarely) by personal choice.


PHRATRY: Is a socially recognised higher order grouping of descent groups which may or may not be exogamous. Phratries are composed of clans, sub-clans and lineages etc. 


MARRIAGE: Is the socially recognised and jurally defined, union between a man and a woman which establishes the legitimacy (i.e. full filial rights) of any children born to the woman and usually, exclusive sexual access of the partners to each other. In most societies marriage entails contractual obligations not only between spouses but also between certain of their respective kin. 


AFFINITY: Is the relation between a person and his or her spouse’s kin.


AFFINE: A person to whom one is related by marriage.


MONOGAMY: The fact of having only one wife at a time, which may or may not be specified in law or custom.


POLYGAMY: Having more than one spouse at a time

POLYGYNY: In relation to a man, having more than one wife at a time. Sororal polygyny means that two or more of a man’s wives may be sisters, a situation which may be specifically valued. 


POLYANDRY: In relation to a woman, having more than one husband at a time. Where two or more of the husbands are brothers, this is referred to as fraternal or adelphic polyandry. 


LEVIRATE: Refers to the customary marriage of a widow with a kinsman of her deceased husband (typically one of his brothers) who is obliged to care for and beget children in the name of the dead man. The deceased husband will be regarded as the pater (i.e. social father) of the children despite the fact that he is not their genitor. If there is an obligation to marry a kinsman’s widow (again, usually a brother’s) but the new husband is regarded as the pater of any children born, anthropologists refer to the custom as ‘widow inheritance’ rather than levirate.


SORORATE: Refers to the custom whereby a woman’s kin are obliged to provide her husband with another wife (typically one of her sisters) should she die, prove barren, or bear only daughters.


PRESCRIPTIVE MARRIAGE: Refers to the rule in any particular society which enjoins marriage with an individual from a prescribed category of relative.


PREFERRED MARRIAGE: Refers to the situation in which marriage with a particular, specified relative is preferred. The preferred relative is frequently a cross-cousin, less frequently a parallel cousin.


RESIDENCE: Anthropologists have coined a variety of words for the rules that specify where a couple should reside after marriage:-

Virilocal - where the wife goes to live with her husband in his place;

Patri-virilocal - where the wife goes to live with her husband who lives with his patrilineal kin. 

Uxorilocal - where the husband goes to live with his wife at her place.

Matri-uxorilocal - where the husband goes to live with the wife who lives with her matri kin.

Avunculo-virilocal - where the wife goes to live with her husband who lives with, or at marriage moves to, the place of his mother’s brother.

Bilocal - where the married couple spend time alternately with the wife’s people and the husband’s people.

Ambi-local - where the couple choose to reside with either the parents of the husband or the wife.

Neolocal - where the couple move to some new place of residence after marriage without reference to kin of either the husband or the wife.


NUCLEAR FAMILY: Also referred to as the elementary family, is commonly used to designate the group composed of a couple and their children.


FAMILY OF ORIENTATION: From the point of view of any individual there are commonly two nuclear families of which they are members; the family of orientation which is the family a person is born or adopted into and grows up within and -


FAMILY OF PROCREATION: This is the family in which an individual becomes a parent. 


EXTENDED FAMILY: This is a family composed of a founding nuclear family and some other relatives of either or both of the original couple who commonly reside in the same place, either the same dwelling or the same compound. There is commonly an authority structure within the extended family so that the oldest member, usually male or sometimes female, is the household head.
