This essay is on the “The police play an active and significant role within the English and Welsh Justice system’’ Discuss the extent to which the above statement is correct.


The police and criminal evidence act of 1984 also known as PACE as stated by Gillespie and Weare (2021) “governs situations where the police can require a person to stop and be searched”. PACE is the key principle the police operate under and regulate the police through protecting the public rights. This is in place to ensure that the best interests of people is being looked after whilst helping the police. The powers given are things such as stop and search and how it can tie in to ensureing that people are being correctly stopped and searched, with a valid reason that if it went to court it could be held up. PACE also states that only under very specific circumstances can an officer arrest someone without a warrant and those circumstances are, “anyone who is in the act of committing or about to commit an offence” this could mean any form of crime such as burglary. And they also state that “anyone who is guilty of an offence that has already been committed (or whom the officer has reasonable grounds to suspect is guilty of such an offence)” this could be a previous conviction relating them to something new or seeing some form of what they assume to be a suspicious encounter. The police are active and well versed in PACE as it plays the most vital role in the organization.


[bookmark: _Int_vJiPH3mt][bookmark: _Int_4eSHiSpk][bookmark: _Int_ScaIwMaz]Gov.uk (2023) states that “under section 1 PACE and section 60 CJPOA police in England and Wales conducted over 547,003 stop and searches” the government recorded since March 2022-2023 and add the “an increase of 3% compared with the year ending 2022 (530,970)” and only 10% of those stop and searches 74,097 resulted in an arrest. The police are playing an active and significant role whereas 456,873 of the stop and searches didn't escalate any further and although there is no evidence on the average time it takes for a stop and search to be conducted that is some time if it were over a minute for each. That time could have been spent doing something with the community to help prevent more stop and searches in the area. Although they are playing a significant role in the justice system the number of stop and searches is rising and this could be changed. They also state that “63% of the searches were males aged between 15 and 34” which could indicate a possible stereotype in their stop and searches 

The police play an active role in arrest as during any form of crime the defendant is arrested which would mean taken into custody (being placed in handcuffs) but there is a way that people who are not among the police can as it is called Citizen's arrest. The English Legal System by Gillespie & Weare (2022) states “whilst that is not strictly true as a term, it remains the law that any citizen can make an arrest” whereas it also states that “it can only happen if the person is carrying out an indictable offence”. This is to ensure that no one is arrested improperly or detained by someone for something that is not indictable. We rarely see a citizen's arrest being made and that is usually because the police are there as they are active in the area and can arrive before it escalates too far. These officers ensure that the people they have arrested are treated fairly and given the same rights and treatment as everyone else.

Police’s treatment of subjects has i past events differed as with different levels of criminals they require different levels of force. There will be people who after a struggle will continue to resist which could result in more force from the police as they will be trying to detain the person but won't be able to without additional help. There are shows on tv where we see the police in pursuit of a suspect, and they get them to the ground and once they have done that more of their colleagues show up to help with detaining the suspect to ensure that the officer isn't injured in anyway. With multiple people there and Police wearing body cameras it can capture the events of the pursuit ensuring that they can prove the level of force used was correctly administered. The police will treat every suspect with the same treatment to ensure that they are all convicted correctly. They are actively trying to ensure that no one is treated differently whilst in custody. As *Claims.co.uk states “the detainee must be allowed to go to the toilet, given adequate time for sleep and given medical attention if required” these are basic human right and fr the police to continue to be trusted they must be upheld and enforced and the people who's job it is to do this play an active role in enforcing this to ensure people get the proper treatment that they deserve in custody no matter the crime.
At any point if a police officer is to arrest someone or be witness to a crime, he must be a witness in court. This requires any police officer that was at the event to come forward as a witness for either the victim or the defendant. As they have attended, they will have the record of what happened and who was involved, whilst being a witness to this they must bring all of the records and paperwork they have on that event with them. This requires them to present their evidence to the judge and jury and through the hearing the officer will be expected to explain the events and how they transpired with evidence of the alleged defendant's wrongdoing. This requires them to take an active role in the justice system ensuring that each form of paperwork and piece of evidence was collected and done properly to avoid tampering and avoid the defendant being acquitted. However, having the police attend things such as court cases takes them off the streets where they could be more active. As a police officer you cannot have any bias towards any case you must act Fairley and justly to ensure that the law is being upheld. 


Police enforce and protect human rights as stated by the college of policing (2004)  “all victims of crime, abuse of power or human rights violations shall be treated with compassion and respect” this ensure that anything could happen and the police would ensure that you are treated correctly and given any further help that you may need to ensure that your human rights are being upheld. 

[bookmark: _Int_Wb0s2wq9]I belove that there are possible way in which the police can improve their active and significant role, there have been talks about the police whilst doing stop and searches also taking race into effect to ensure that there is no racial profiling in the police as people find that members of the coloured community are being targeted in certain area although I'm not sure if what they are saying will be implemented I think it will deters any possible racist police officer from discriminating against people as it could come ack to them in an investigation. I find that slot of police time is spent on stop and searches, although this is a good thing as mentioned before “74,000 out of 560,000” were taken further with no information mentioned on the average time of a stop and search we can imagine it would likely be more than 5 minutes or more, this results in over 1,944 days of police time that could have been used somewhere else. Stop and searches being done correctly can ensure that police time is used more efficiently although it doses create a presence in the area which for people in that area might be nice to know they are near.
In summary the police play a active and significant role in the Welsh judicial system and will continue to be a part of that system ensuring that everything is done to the best of their abilities and accordance with the law and the PACE act of 1984. The police play the vital role of arresting people committing crimes causing disturbances helping to keep an active role in the judicial system and the community 
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