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It is everyone’s responsibility to safeguard vulnerable children and be an advocate for the voice of the child when a child is looked after.UNCRC (1989) paper states that children who are looked after have the right for their voice and views to be heard. This paper has been produced to inform practitioners what can be done to help vulnerable children. This paper will expand on articles from the UNCRC  and discuss how the Welsh Government has supported, implemented and developed its practice to improve these rights for children.




Article 3 –  Working collaboratively, all parties work in the best interests of the child. Rights of the Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 (nawm 2) confirms this view.
When decisions are made without the involvement of the child, although they may be in their best interests, this can leave the child suffering unnecessary anxiety and stress. As, stated by Children’s Commissioner of Wales (2017) respecting children and their views and involving the child in decisions which will affect their life is of paramount importance.
According to the Welsh Government (2015) the Foundation Phase framework holds the child at the centre of the planning of the curriculum. Providing the child with opportunities to be immersed in their own learning, also accounting for developmental requirements of the child, leads the child to be a confident learner.
As mentioned by Lindon and Brodie ( 2016, p.103) A positive emotional attachment between children and their key workers helps children to become more understanding their own feelings, thus enabling the child to express their feelings in a confident manner.
 Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018) states everyone who works with children will discuss with them and listen to their views. Taking what they have to say seriously regarding supporting them with their educational or health requirements. This also complies with the Children Act (1989) where local authorities will take note of a child’s wishes prior to concluding which services to use to protect the child.








 According to the Reggio Emilia Approach ( ) it creates a positive image of a child where they are contributors to their own education and every child has the right to learn.  
















Article 12 - Children have the right to openly express their views in issues in which they are affected by in congruence with the maturity and age of the child. Rights of the Child and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 (nawm 2) support this stance.
A key statement made in Successful Futures (Donaldson, 2015). States using active listening by practitioners helps the child to be heard when giving views on what they would like to be included in their education. As mentioned in Welsh Government (2018) Looking at the Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales.
Pupil voice is now valued by many organisations and settings. As outlined by Estyn in their Common Inspection Report 2010, schools have to complete a self-evaluation report. Pupil viewpoints are taken into consideration regarding planning, how they learn, what they learn and what their participation is in decision-making processes within their school. As mentioned in Estyn (2016) Pupil Participation – A best practice guide, significant improvement is made by the school when pupil participation is highly regarded.










In the opinion of Children and Young People’s Participation in Wales Good Practice (2016). It is the right of the child to decide whether they participate on issues which are meaningful to them.
The Reggio Emilia Approach has a pedagogy of listening to child. If a child is listened to they will grow up to be valued and be able to express themselves and communicate with adults and peers. (Education Scotland, 2006).





Article 20 – As declared by the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 when a child is being assessed due to being at risk, the child’s views, feeling and wishes must be conveyed and recorded meticulously.
Children who are unable to stay in their home environment will be safeguarded and supported by the state and will be placed in alternative care in conformity with national laws. Rights of the Child and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 (nawm 2).
As maintained by the Children Act 2004, local agencies, practitioners, across the authority must work in a collaborative and cohesive manner to create a plan of action for the child who has been placed into care. Taking into account the child’s culture, ethnic background and linguistic background.
When a child is looked after a care support plan must be set up to safeguard the well-being of the child. As explained by Making a difference (2017), local authorities create a PEP, a placement plan and a health plan which are all part of the care plan. This plan is reviewed at regular intervals. This is in accordance with Social Services and well-being (Wales) Act 2014.














Article 25 – Walker (2018, p153) states the creation of a Personalised education Plan (PEP) is a valuable means of integrating the educational needs of the child. It is a process which is reviewed at regular intervals to ensure agencies and practitioners are implementing strategies set out in the plan.  PEP plan will always include the child’s views and opinions to affirm the right for a child’s voice to be heard. London Fostering Achievement (No Date).
According to the Social Services Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, during a review panel meeting multi-agencies must ensure that the focus of the meeting is centred on the child and involves the child and considers the child’s views and wishes.
Promoting the education of looked-after children and previously looked-after children (2018), says it is important to share information and data with regards to the monitoring and tracking of attainment data. This security of this data will be ensured between agencies. Regular meetings between multi-agencies are held to track educational attainment of a child looked after.















To conclude, this information has derived from the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child. The Welsh Government has adopted these articles into their own laws and legislation. These articles enforce s the rights of the child and gives them a voice and a right to be heard.


