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Policing the Public (BMPL5003)
Assignment 2

          When dealing with major incidents, the abilities of the police will undoubtedly be tested to an extreme extent and they could potentially be faced with unpredictable situations that could potentially affect the delivery of their service. In the occurrence of a major incident the police would usually be required to work alongside other services and organisations. These can include other emergency services such as the ambulance and fire service, local authorities, and the Government. 
          A major incident that has been affecting everyone worldwide is the COVID-19 pandemic. The United Kingdom has been facing the pandemic since the 23rd of January 2020, which was when the first coronavirus case was confirmed (BBC, 2021). The effects of the pandemic have been observed by the whole nation and beyond as it has formed a tragedy of a series of long term virus sufferers, loss of lives and grievances. 

          The effects of the pandemic have been particularly felt by key workers, including the police as they have been working on a front line basis throughout the pandemic and still continue to do so in this ongoing crisis. When the pandemic began, the biggest issue was the lack of understanding of the virus and limited knowledge of the virus and its characteristics. The pandemic has resulted in a series of unforeseeable circumstances which have posed effects to law enforcement as well as health services (Laufs and Waseem, 2020, p 1). This is evident from a report to the BBC (2021) that revealed “despite close working between the Home Office and national policing leaders, communication about restrictions and regulations was often at short notice and subject to change" which could suggest a negative effect on policing as they could have been in a position where they were unable to provide people with acquired advice they had been in search for.
          Initially, officers serving on the front line were not provided with personal protective equipment (PPE), but this was revised and the recommendation for officers to wear a fluid resistant surgical mark and non-latex gloves (College of Policing, 2021). The reason for applying this recommendation was to promote the health and safety of all police staff throughout the ongoing crisis (College of Policing, 2021). The concept of police not being provided with appropriate PPE was a concerning risk to the safety of police officers, especially those serving on the front line and responding to incidents and was reported to the Guardian (2020) by John Apter that “it’s dangerous and completely unacceptable. This is not a training exercise; this is reality and is a matter of life or death”. It was after the severity of the pandemic was recognised that officers were adapted to wearing PPE when on duty (Simpson and Sandrin, 2021, p 1).
          When the virus began to severely outbreak, the government put a series of guidelines in place to help prevent the spread of the virus which included a number of lockdowns, travel restrictions and social distancing (Laufs and Waseem, 2020, p 1). Providing protection to the whole of the UK was the main priority of the Government at this given time so ensuring the guidelines were being followed was achieved by using law enforcement to administer them. A legislation, The Coronavirus Act 2020, was passed which provided the police with powers to reinforce the coronavirus restrictions. With accordance to the College of Policing (2020) the police can “instruct them to go home, leave an area or disperse, ensure parents are taking necessary steps to stop their children breaking these rules, issue a fixed penalty notice of £60, which will be lowered to £30 if paid within 14 days and issue a fixed penalty notice of £120 for second time offenders, doubling on each further repeat offence”. The ongoing prolonged presence of the pandemic could lead to public anger and frustration but the police are now using a new policing code which is called the ‘Four Es’. As outlined by the BBC (2021) the ‘Four Es’ coordinate for; “engage, explain, encourage and enforce”. The police also need to aim to keep a satisfactory level of trust between themselves and the public, community trust is a vital requirement for good policing standards and it is stated by Laufs and Waseem (2020, p 4) that “emergency situations such as pandemics can have a significant impact on police-community relations and public trust in the police”. However, as heightened levels of stress are experienced by the police as well as the public, there could be increased difficulty in keeping public trust (Laufs and Waseem, 2020, p 4).
          Another aspect of policing that has been effected by the pandemic is the funding they are provided with. It should be considered that the police have been faced with heightened responsibilities as their usual policing roles still exist and they are now additionally faced with enforcing coronavirus guidelines. In response to their more required presence, the Government issued more funding to the police forces across the UK to assist them with expenses enquired throughout the pandemic. The funding provided to police by the Government equivalents to around £200 million since the beginning of the pandemic which aims to cover overtime and enhancing the COVID security of police stations (GOV.UK, 2021). In such circumstances, the lack of funding could lead to underpayment and working in unsafe environments, putting the health and safety of police officers at risk. 
           During a crisis such as the Coronavirus pandemic, it is important to consider the police and remember they are still actual human beings. An account from a senior police officer, Andy Cook, gives an insight into the personal perspective of a police officer who unfortunately suffered with COVID-19. As reported to Kirby (2020) Cooke states “this coronavirus infection has completely changed my attitude to disease”, which suggests he overturned a new attitude to the virus once he had been a victim of it, and he also explained “people must not take this lightly - it is a very serious disease with the capacity to kill and cause serious illness”. This suggests emphasis on the concern of the virus due to the effects having such a large scale effect on a police officer. The pandemic can also affect police officer’s mental health, supported by Stogner, Miller and McLean (2020, p 1) as they state “law enforcement officers suffer from mental health problems at a rate greater than the general population even before dealing with added pandemic challenges, stress, and uncertainty” which is usually a result of the environment they work in and situations they encounter. 
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