ARCHAEOASTRONOMY SEMINARS 2013

	WEEK
	DATE
	SEMINAR

	1
	Feb 12th
	Introduction to the Module (FS)
	Historical Background to the Discipline (NC)

	
	This first seminar will introduce you to what Archaeoastronomy is and isn’t, what you’ll learn in this module and the historical background of the discipline.

	2
	Feb 19th
	Reading the Archaeological Record (FS)
	Theoretical Issues in Archaeoastronomy (NC)

	
	Using the archaeological record, the primary source of an archaeoastronomer, comes with its own advantages and pitfalls, the latter of which should be avoided. This seminar will highlight these theoretical and methodological aspects.

	3
	Feb 26th
	Celestial Mechanics (BB)
	Introduction to Fieldwork (FS)

	
	Having a visual understanding of the movements of the celestial objects is an important part of Archaeoastronomy. In this seminar this will be reviewed and illustrated using virtual representations of the sky. Fieldwork is the other backbone of the discipline. In the second half of the seminar you’ll learn how to prepare and conduct a fieldwork study.

	4
	Mar 5th
	Prehistoric Archaeoastronomy (FS)
	Scottish Recumbent Stone Circles (LH) and Irish Passage Graves (FC)

	
	This seminar kicks-off the case studies that will be highlighted in the rest of the term. Firstly, an overview of prehistoric European archaeoastronomy, the key scholars and their work, the interpretative ebbs and flows around the key site of Stonehenge, will be discussed. The second half will expand this by focusing on the Scottish Recumbent Stone Circles as well as on the passage graves of Ireland.

	5
	Mar 12th
	American Archaeoastronomy: Peru/Chaco (KM/FS)
	Fieldwork II: Using a compass and GPS (FS)

	
	The case studies continue with an exploration of key sites in the Americas. In the second half we’ll return to the field and learn all about using a compass, clinometer and the GPS to take the necessary measurements. 

	6
	Mar 19th
	Asian Archaeoastronomy: India (KM/FS)
	Case Studies (to be confirmed)

	
	The first part of this seminar explores work done on Asian archaeoastronomy. In the second half more case studies from prehistoric Europe will be featured. 

	7
	Mar 26th
	Egyptian Archaeoastronomy (FS)
	Palazzo de Ragione (DG) and one other case study (to be confirmed)

	M
	This seminar begins with an overview of Egyptian archaeoastronomy, and continues with case studies: the medieval Palazzo de Ragione (Italy) and one other to be confirmed.

	
	EASTER BREAK

	8
	Apr 9th
	Calendar Buildings (NC)
	Iberian Dolmens (FS) and one other case study (to be confirmed)

	
	Archaeoastronomy‘s role in the modern world is highlighted by a discussion of calendar buildings in the first half. The second half will feature more case studies, namely the prehistoric dolmens of Iberia along with another, to be confirmed.

	9
	Apr 16th
	Student Presentations on Research Projects

	
	Students working on their research projects for the second essay will be given a chance to present their project and discuss it with the tutors and other students.
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